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In addition to being one of the greatest technical philosophers of the twentieth
century, John Dewey (1859-1952) was an educational innovator, a Progressive
Era reformer, and one of America’s last great public intellectuals. Dewey’s
insights into the problems of public education, immigration, the prospects for
democratic government, and the relation of religious faith to science are as fresh
today as when they were first published. His penetrating treatments of the nature
and function of philosophy, the ethical and aesthetic dimensions of life, and the
role of inquiry in human experience are of increasing relevance at the turn of the
21st century.

Based on the award-winning 37-volume critical edition of Dewey’s work, The
Essential Dewey presents for the first time a collection of Dewey’s writings that
is both manageable and comprehensive. The volume includes essays and book
chapters that exhibit Dewey’s intellectual development over time; the selection
represents his mature thinking on every major issue to which he turned his
attention. Eleven part divisions cover: Dewey in Context; Reconstructing
Philosophy; Evolutionary Naturalism; Pragmatic Metaphysics; Habit, Conduct,
and Language; Meaning, Truth, and Inquiry; Valuation and Ethics; The Aims of
Education; The Individual, the Community, and Democracy; Pragmatism and
Culture: Science and Technology, Art and Religion; and Interpretations and
Critiques. Taken as a whole, this collection provides unique access to Dewey’s
understanding of the problems and prospects of human existence and of the
philosophical enterprise.
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In addition to being one of the greatest technical philosophers of the twentieth century, John Dewey (1859-
1952) was an educational innovator, a Progressive Era reformer, and one of America’s last great public
intellectuals. Dewey’s insights into the problems of public education, immigration, the prospects for
democratic government, and the relation of religious faith to science are as fresh today as when they were
first published. His penetrating treatments of the nature and function of philosophy, the ethical and aesthetic
dimensions of life, and the role of inquiry in human experience are of increasing relevance at the turn of the
21st century.

Based on the award-winning 37-volume critical edition of Dewey’s work, The Essential Dewey presents for
the first time a collection of Dewey’s writings that is both manageable and comprehensive. The volume
includes essays and book chapters that exhibit Dewey’s intellectual development over time; the selection
represents his mature thinking on every major issue to which he turned his attention. Eleven part divisions
cover: Dewey in Context; Reconstructing Philosophy; Evolutionary Naturalism; Pragmatic Metaphysics;
Habit, Conduct, and Language; Meaning, Truth, and Inquiry; Valuation and Ethics; The Aims of Education;
The Individual, the Community, and Democracy; Pragmatism and Culture: Science and Technology, Art and
Religion; and Interpretations and Critiques. Taken as a whole, this collection provides unique access to
Dewey’s understanding of the problems and prospects of human existence and of the philosophical
enterprise.
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Editorial Review

From Library Journal
Dewey (1859-1952) is probably best known to the public in general for his philosophy of education. This
collection of his writings, covering the entire course of his intellectual development over time, will therefore
provide a necessary corrective to this limited view by showing the depth and breadth of his philosophic
interests. In the course of his long life, Dewey wrote and published on myriad topics: certainly, and perhaps
most importantly to him, on public education, but also?and extensively?on technical philosophy, including
metaphysics, epistemology, logic, aesthetics, religion, science, ethics, and social philosophy. And though
neglected by academic philosophers for a time, Dewey's pragmatic orientation has recently proved influential
in the thought of Quine, Putnam, and Rorty, among others. This two-volume collection of essays and book
chapters, culled from an earlier 37-volume critical edition of his works, provides for the first time a
publication of his writings that is both manageable and comprehensive. For academic and larger public
libraries.?Leon H. Brody, U.S. Office of Personnel Mgt. Lib., Washingon, DC
Copyright 1998 Reed Business Information, Inc.

About the Author

Larry A. Hickman is Director of the Center for Dewey Studies and Professor of Philosophy, Southern Illinois
University at Carbondale. He is author of John Dewey’s Pragmatic Technology and editor of Technology as
a Human Affair and Reading Dewey. He is also General Editor of The Collected Works of John Dewey,
1882-1953: The Electronic Edition.
Thomas M. Alexander is Professor of Philosophy at Southern Illinois University at Carbondale and the
author of John Dewey’s Theory of Art, Experience, and Nature: The Horizons of Feeling.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Margaret Clayton:

What do you think of book? It is just for students as they are still students or it for all people in the world, the
particular best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that problem above. Every person has distinct
personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't would like do
that. You must know how great along with important the book The Essential Dewey, Volume 1: Pragmatism,
Education, Democracy. All type of book could you see on many methods. You can look for the internet
resources or other social media.

Michael Berube:

This The Essential Dewey, Volume 1: Pragmatism, Education, Democracy is great publication for you
because the content that is certainly full of information for you who have always deal with world and possess
to make decision every minute. This particular book reveal it details accurately using great organize word or
we can point out no rambling sentences inside. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole info in



it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward sentences but difficult core information with
attractive delivering sentences. Having The Essential Dewey, Volume 1: Pragmatism, Education, Democracy
in your hand like getting the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no
reserve that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen moment right but this book already do that. So , this
can be good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt that will?

Gregory McKinney:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you might
have it in e-book method, more simple and reachable. This kind of The Essential Dewey, Volume 1:
Pragmatism, Education, Democracy can give you a lot of friends because by you checking out this one book
you have thing that they don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. This specific book can
be one of one step for you to get success. This book offer you information that probably your friend doesn't
know, by knowing more than different make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? We should have
The Essential Dewey, Volume 1: Pragmatism, Education, Democracy.

Kate Vasquez:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got scholars? We believe that that question
was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. So you
know that little person including reading or as reading become their hobby. You need to understand that
reading is very important and book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to incorporate you
knowledge, except your teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update concerning something by book.
Different categories of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is this The Essential
Dewey, Volume 1: Pragmatism, Education, Democracy.
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