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The free Ubuntu operating system has won the hearts and minds of millions of
users worldwide. It combines a strong technical platform, impressive quality, and
an enthusiastic global community of users who relentlessly support, document,
and test it.

 
The Official Ubuntu Book, Eighth Edition,  has been extensively updated with a
single goal: to make running today’s Ubuntu even more pleasant and productive
for you. It’s the ideal one-stop knowledge source for Ubuntu novices, those
upgrading from older versions or other Linux distributions, and anyone moving
toward power-user status.
 
Its expert authors focus on what you need to know most about installation,
applications, media, administration, software applications, and much more.
You’ll discover powerful Unity desktop improvements that make Ubuntu even
friendlier and more convenient. You’ll also connect with the amazing Ubuntu
community and the incredible resources it offers you.
 
Learn how to

Reliably install, customize, and update Ubuntu for any home, business, school,●

or government environment
Get up and running quickly, and then explore Ubuntu and download powerful●

free software
Customize Ubuntu for performance, accessibility, and fun●

Get comfortable with the highly efficient Ubuntu command line●

Install, administer, and secure Ubuntu Server, including advanced features such●

as LVM and RAID
Get involved with related Ubuntu projects●

Help build, promote, distribute, support, document, or translate Ubuntu●

Get up-to-the-minute help and troubleshooting advice from Ubuntu users●

worldwide
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Editorial Review

Review
“The Official Ubuntu Book is a great way to get you started with Ubuntu, giving you enough information to
be productive without overloading you.”

–John Stevenson, DZone book reviewer
 
“OUB is one of the best books I’ve seen for beginners.”
–Bill Blinn, TechByter Worldwide
 
“This book is the perfect companion for users new to Linux and Ubuntu. It covers the basics in a concise and
well-organized manner. General use is covered separately from troubleshooting and error-handling, making
the book well-suited both for the beginner as well as the user that needs extended help.”
–Thomas Petrucha, Austria Ubuntu User Group
 
“I have recommended this book to several users who I instruct regularly on the use of Ubuntu. All of them
have been satisfied with their purchase and have even been able to use it to help them in their journey along
the way.”
–Chris Crisafulli, Ubuntu LoCo Council, Florida Local Community Team
 
“This text demystifies a very powerful Linux operating system. . . . In just a few weeks of having it, I’ve
used it as a quick reference a half-dozen times, which saved me the time I would have spent scouring the
Ubuntu forums online.”
–Darren Frey, Member, Houston Local User Group
 
“This is a book that the new Ubuntu user would find helpful in getting started and the more experienced
computer user would find informative enough to keep as a reference manual. I also enjoyed the computing
humor.”
–Dr. Gregory Chapelle, General Atomics, Electromagnetics Division, San Diego, California
 
“In short, this book is something that I can honestly recommend to anyone using Ubuntu. It works great as a
reference and equally well as a how-to guide. I respect the work that’s been done, and I can’t overstate how
knowledgeable the authors are, as well as the reviewers.”
–Paul Tagliamonte, Ubuntu Member, and Debian Developer

About the Author
Matthew Helmke has been an Ubuntu user since April 2005 and an Ubuntu Member since August 2006. He
served from 2006 to 2011 on the Ubuntu Forum Council, providing leadership and oversight of the Ubuntu
Forums, and spent two years on the Ubuntu regional membership approval board for Europe, the Middle
East, and Africa. He has written articles about Ubuntu for magazines and Web sites, is the lead author of
Ubuntu Unleashed, and has written several books and articles on other topics.

 
Elizabeth K. Joseph is a professional Linux Systems Administrator currently working at Hewlett-Packard,
with a focus on managing the infrastructure for the OpenStack project. She has been working with Linux and



around Linux communities since 2002. Elizabeth began contributing to Ubuntu in 2006 and currently
contributes to various teams, including Documentation, News, Quality Assurance, and Classroom. Over the
years she has served on the Ubuntu Membership Board and is now serving her third term as a member of the
Ubuntu Community Council. At home in San Francisco, she serves as one of the leaders of the Ubuntu
California team and is on the board of a nonprofit that provides Ubuntu-based computers to schools in need.
 
José Antonio Rey is a community contributor who has been actively participating since 2011. He is a
student residing in Peru, whose contributions include helping with the News and Classroom teams, managing
Ubuntu On Air!, and being the contact of the Ubuntu Peru team and a member of the LoCo Council. Even
though he is not a developer, he has helped with Juju charms and is the author for the Postfix and Mailman
charms.
 
Philip Ballew is an active open source advocate in the greater open source community. He is heavily
involved in the Ubuntu project, and spends most of his time contributing to this project. When Philip is not
contributing to Open Source, he can be found riding his bike, dancing badly, or attempting to pass his college
classes. Philip is eager to get involved in any project that he sees making a difference in the world for the
good, and enjoys Ubuntu for this reason. He currently calls sunny San Diego, California, home, and hopes all
readers of the book come by and say hello to him there.
 
Benjamin Mako Hill is a long-time free-software developer and advocate. He was part of the founding
Ubuntu team whose charge at Canonical was to help grow the Ubuntu development and user community
during the project’s first year. Mako is an Assistant Professor at the University of Washington and a fellow at
the Berkman Center for Internet and Society at Harvard University. He holds a Ph.D. from MIT.
 

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Johnna Chapin:

What do you regarding book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy man or
woman? If you don't have spare time to perform others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored
faster. And you have time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They have to answer
that question mainly because just their can do in which. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar in each
person. Yes, it is suitable. Because start from on kindergarten until university need that The Official Ubuntu
Book (8th Edition) to read.

Dennis Johnson:

Here thing why this specific The Official Ubuntu Book (8th Edition) are different and reputable to be yours.
First of all examining a book is good however it depends in the content of computer which is the content is
as delightful as food or not. The Official Ubuntu Book (8th Edition) giving you information deeper including
different ways, you can find any publication out there but there is no book that similar with The Official
Ubuntu Book (8th Edition). It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up your current eyes about the
thing that happened in the world which is possibly can be happened around you. You can easily bring
everywhere like in area, café, or even in your means home by train. In case you are having difficulties in



bringing the paper book maybe the form of The Official Ubuntu Book (8th Edition) in e-book can be your
choice.

Roxanne Mazon:

A lot of publication has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by web on social media. You
can choose the most beneficial book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It
is referred to as of book The Official Ubuntu Book (8th Edition). You can include your knowledge by it.
Without making the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most
essential that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one location to other place.

Jesse Kennedy:

Some individuals said that they feel fed up when they reading a publication. They are directly felt it when
they get a half areas of the book. You can choose often the book The Official Ubuntu Book (8th Edition) to
make your personal reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading ability is developing when you
such as reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the impression about book
and reading through especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to open a book and examine it.
Beside that the book The Official Ubuntu Book (8th Edition) can to be a newly purchased friend when you're
truly feel alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of these time.
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