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In this jewel-like version of aclassic story, popular folklorist Shirley Climo tells
the tale of Settareh, the Persian Cinderella. Magic enables Settareh to outsmart
two jealous stepsisters and win the heart of a prince. But where most Cinderella
stories end, poor Sattareh's troubles are only beginning! The unexpected plot
twists will enchant readers as they rediscover the familiar tale in the lush setting
of long-ago Persia. Shirley Climo's authentic details bring the story to life, and
Rabert Florczak's stunning paintings echo the vibrant colors and motifs of an
ancient land.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

Climo's (The Egyptian Cinderella; The Irish Cinderlad) adaptation of this Arabian Nights myth offersa
capricious twist on the Cinderella story. In preparation for aNo Ruz (New Y ear) celebration at the Royal
Palace, Settareh and her stepsisters go to the bazaar to choose cloth for gowns. Settarah, however, gives aims
to abeggar and buys a curious blue jug instead. But inside the jug is a pari, or fairy, who grants her wish for
agown. She captures the attentions of the prince, and alost diamond bangle fallen from her ankle provides
the clue to her whereabouts. On the day of Settareh's anticipated wedding to the Prince, the jealous
stepsisters seek vengeance and usurp the magical powers of the pari. They fasten Settareh's hair with
enchanted hairpins to transform her into aturtledove. But Prince Mehrdad's affections remain steadfast, and
it is he who breaks the spell. Historical detailsin both the verse and illustrations readily transport readersto
15th-century Persia. "Carpets woven in jewel like colors brightened the walls, and the scent of ginger and
cinnamon from the Indies and perfumed oils from Egypt hung in the air." Pomegranate trees, jasmine flowers
and other Persian botanicals adorn Florczak's (The Rainbow Bridge; Birdsong) effervescent landscapes
framed with intricate borders. The characters, however, often appear to be pasted on, lending them a
hyperrealistic quality. Still, the exotic setting and cultural details make this one of interest to any collector of
Cinderellatales. Ages 5-9. (May)

Copyright 1999 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From School Library Journal

Kindergarten-Grade 4-After giving most of her money to a beggar, young Settareh spends her last coins on a
cracked jug instead of purchasing fabric for a new dress to wear to the prince's celebrations. Resigned to
remaining home, she discovers that the pot is inhabited by a pari that is able to grant her every wish. She
attends the festival, catches the eye of the prince, leaves behind a diamond ankle bracelet, and is found by the
gueen. Settareh unwisely reveals the secret of the jug to her stepsisters, who steal it and instruct it to get rid
of the young woman. The jug self-destructs, leaving behind six jeweled hairpins that, once placed in
Settareh's hair, turn her into a turtledove. When the grieving prince befriends the bird, he finds the pins and
pulls them out, thus restoring his beloved. The story iswell told, although the drama, and hence the pace, is
somewhat subdued. The narrative reads smoothly and majestically and Climo explains her choicesin a
source note. Florczak's sumptuous illustrations have jewel-like tones that glow against the brownline-paper
background, and traditional designs decorate the text. Theillustrations are realistic and appealing, although
in one scene, Settareh iswearing a blue veil with her face exposed when the text specifies that she and the
other women draped themselves in black to conceal their faces. Despite this minor flaw, thisis a suitable
complement to Climo's other "Cinderella’ stories.

Donna L. Scanlon, Lancaster County Library, PA

Copyright 1999 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Kirkus Reviews

PLB 0-06-026765-8 A luminescent interpretation of an ancient Persian tale is Climo's latest entry to her
multicultural collection of Cinderellatales (The Irish Cinderlad, 1996, etc.). Motherless Settareh, whose
name means star (a reference to the shape of the birthmark on her cheek), has atypicaly Cinderella-esque
existence with her stepmother and stepsisters. That the ignored and often neglected young woman blossoms
into a beauty is aforegone conclusion, but here her aid manifestsitself as a parifairyin a mysterious blue jar,
and Settareh captures the interest of the young prince at the New Y ear celebration. The lush descriptions of
an authentic time and place lend an exotic tone to the familiar tale: ~"Each girl and every woman, no matter
her age, covered her head with a cloak so that no stranger might look on her face. Then, like aflock of black



birds, the mothers, daughters, sisters, and cousins flew down the road to the marketplace." Florczak's
meticulously researched illustrations faithfully depict the ornate beauty of an ancient land. Minutely detailed
borders frame the text while vibrant images stream in saturated colors across the pages. (Picture
book/folklore. 5-9) -- Copyright ©1999, Kirkus Associates, LP. All rights reserved.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Charles Settles:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you
want something to explain what you problem? How about your time? Or are you busy particular person? If
you don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have free
time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They have to answer that question since
just their can do this. It said that about guide. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is suitable. Because
start from on pre-school until university need this particular The Persian Cinderellato read.

Rodney Sierra:

Do you among people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on guys
this specific aren't like that. This The Persian Cinderella book is readable through you who hate those perfect
word style. Y ou will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable examining experience without leaving also
decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer associated with The Persian Cinderella
content conveys prospect easily to understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different
in the content but it just different such asit. So, do you still thinking The Persian Cinderellais not loveable
to be your top list reading book?

Judith Robinson:

The Persian Cinderella can be one of your beginner books that are good idea. We recommend that straight
away because this publication has good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to
understand, bit entertaining but nonethel ess delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort to
put every word into pleasure arrangement in writing The Persian Cinderella yet doesn't forget the main stage,
giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource info that maybe you can be one among it.
This great information may drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial contemplating.

Patricia Trevino:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't assess book by its handle may doesn't work
thisis difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not while fantastic asin the outside
appearance likes. Maybe you answer is usually The Persian Cinderellawhy because the wonderful cover that
make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint you. The inside or content is actually fantastic
as the outside or maybe cover. Y our reading sixth sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.
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