
The Political Origins of Inequality: Why a
More Equal World Is Better for Us All

By Simon Reid-Henry

The Political Origins of Inequality: Why a More Equal World Is Better for
Us All By Simon Reid-Henry

Inequality is the defining issue of our time. But it is not just a problem for the
rich world. It is the global 1% that now owns fully half the world’s wealth—the
true measure of our age of inequality. In this historical tour de force, Simon
Reid-Henry rewrites the usual story of globalization and development as a story
of the management of inequality. Reaching back to the eighteenth century and
around the globe, The Political Origins of Inequality foregrounds the political
turning points and decisions behind the making of today’s uneven societies. As it
weaves together insights from the Victorian city to the Cold War, from US
economic policy to Europe’s present migration crisis, a true picture emerges of
the structure of inequality itself.   

The problem of inequality, Reid-Henry argues, is a problem that manifests
between places as well as over time. This is one reason why it cannot be resolved
by the usual arguments of left versus right, bound as they are to the national scale
alone. Most of all, however, it is why the level of inequality that confronts us
today is indicative of a more general crisis in political thought. Modern political
discourse has no place for public reason or the common good. Equality is
yesterday’s dream. Yet the fact that we now accept such a world—a world that
values security over freedom, special treatment over universal opportunity, and
efficiency over fairness—is ultimately because we have stopped even trying in
recent decades to build the political architecture the world actually requires.

Our politics has fallen out of step with the world, then, and at the every moment
it is needed more than ever. Yet it is within our power to address this. Doing so
involves identifying and then meeting our political responsibilities to others, not
just offering them the selective charity of the rich. It means looking beyond
issues of economics and outside our national borders. But above all it demands of
us that we reinvent the language of equality for a modern, global world: and then
institute this. The world is not falling apart. Different worlds, we all can see, are
colliding together. It is our capacity to act in concert that is falling apart. It is this
that needs restoring most of all.
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Inequality is the defining issue of our time. But it is not just a problem for the rich world. It is the global 1%
that now owns fully half the world’s wealth—the true measure of our age of inequality. In this historical tour
de force, Simon Reid-Henry rewrites the usual story of globalization and development as a story of the
management of inequality. Reaching back to the eighteenth century and around the globe, The Political
Origins of Inequality foregrounds the political turning points and decisions behind the making of today’s
uneven societies. As it weaves together insights from the Victorian city to the Cold War, from US economic
policy to Europe’s present migration crisis, a true picture emerges of the structure of inequality itself.   

The problem of inequality, Reid-Henry argues, is a problem that manifests between places as well as over
time. This is one reason why it cannot be resolved by the usual arguments of left versus right, bound as they
are to the national scale alone. Most of all, however, it is why the level of inequality that confronts us today
is indicative of a more general crisis in political thought. Modern political discourse has no place for public
reason or the common good. Equality is yesterday’s dream. Yet the fact that we now accept such a world—a
world that values security over freedom, special treatment over universal opportunity, and efficiency over
fairness—is ultimately because we have stopped even trying in recent decades to build the political
architecture the world actually requires.

Our politics has fallen out of step with the world, then, and at the every moment it is needed more than ever.
Yet it is within our power to address this. Doing so involves identifying and then meeting our political
responsibilities to others, not just offering them the selective charity of the rich. It means looking beyond
issues of economics and outside our national borders. But above all it demands of us that we reinvent the
language of equality for a modern, global world: and then institute this. The world is not falling apart.
Different worlds, we all can see, are colliding together. It is our capacity to act in concert that is falling apart.
It is this that needs restoring most of all.
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Editorial Review

Review

“The Political Origins of Inequality makes the bold claim that popular thinking on global development is
profoundly and fundamentally flawed because many of the economists who have written many of the best
sellers have often been shortsighted. This is an important book about big issues, dismissive of facile
solutions, it should change the terms of the debate on why the gaps between us are so wide and what we
could do about them.”
(Danny Dorling, author of Injustice: Why Social Inequality Still Persists)

“An important reminder that the historical origins of today’s crushing burden of global and national
inequality are political, and so too must be the solutions.”
(Duncan Green, head of research, Oxfam GB)

“Reid-Henry has mapped the terrain of our current political landscape with frightening accuracy. From this
cartography, he points the way forward: we need a politics that prioritises social prosperity over economic
growth. We need to reinvent the social democratic project ‘at home and abroad’—including a global
institutional system to mediate effectively between existing public and international law. We must do the
hard work of ‘joining up the dots…of a far too patchy, far too easily manipulated institutional framework
that governs the lives of the rich and poor around the world but does not govern them alike.’”
(Times Higher Education, Book of the Week 2016-04-25)

“Back around the time of World War I, observes Reid-Henry, the richest 20 percent of the world’s
population earned 11 times the income of the poorest 20 percent. Some four score years later, the world’s
most affluent fifth was grabbing 74 times as much. This exploding divide . . . didn’t have to happen. Political
decisions, not natural disasters or economic iron laws, are driving inequality ever wider, and Reid-Henry
guides us through these decisions with grace and grit.”
 
(Too Much 2016-04-25)

About the Author

Simon Reid-Henry is associate professor in the Department of Geography at Queen Mary University of
London and a senior researcher at the Peace Research Institute Oslo. He is the author of The Cuban Cure:
Reason and Resistance in Global Science, also published by the University of Chicago Press.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Linda Poteat:

Often the book The Political Origins of Inequality: Why a More Equal World Is Better for Us All has a lot
details on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was
compiled by the very famous author. The writer makes some research before write this book. This specific
book very easy to read you will get the point easily after perusing this book.



Randy North:

The book untitled The Political Origins of Inequality: Why a More Equal World Is Better for Us All contain
a lot of information on it. The writer explains the girl idea with easy method. The language is very
straightforward all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read it. The book was written by
famous author. The author provides you in the new era of literary works. It is easy to read this book because
you can keep reading your smart phone, or product, so you can read the book inside anywhere and anytime.
In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site and order it. Have a
nice examine.

Salvatore Anthony:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This particular book The Political Origins of Inequality: Why a More
Equal World Is Better for Us All was colorful and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that
book The Political Origins of Inequality: Why a More Equal World Is Better for Us All has many kinds or
style. Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and believe
you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it makes you
feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading that will.

Harold Dalton:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from a book. Book is written or printed or outlined from each source in which filled update of
news. Within this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for a person. From
media social including newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and
comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book?
Or just looking for the The Political Origins of Inequality: Why a More Equal World Is Better for Us All
when you desired it?
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