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Comprehensive in its coverage, The Womanist Reader is the first volume to
anthologize the major works of womanist scholarship. Charting the course of
womanist theory from its genesis as Alice Walker’s African-American feminism,
through Chikwenye Okonjo Ogunyemi’s African womanism and Clenora
Hudson-Weems’ Africana womanism, to its present-day expression as a global,
anti-oppressionist perspective rooted in the praxis of everyday women of color,
this interdisciplinary reader traces the rich and diverse history of a quarter
century of womanist thought. Featuring selections from over a dozen disciplines
by top womanist scholars from around the world, plus several critiques of
womanism, an extensive bibliography of womanist sources, and the first ever
systematic treatment of womanist thought on its own terms, Layli Phillips has
assembled a unique and groundbreaking compilation.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Long overdue, Layli Phillips' The Womanist Reader is a pioneering text that illuminates the genealogy of
womanism and its complex meanings. Phillips' articulation of its connections with and departures from both
‘feminism’ and ‘black feminism’ is cogent and provocative.  This anthology lays the groundwork for future
scholarship on this little understood analytic construct, but critically important intervention in the broad
project of social justice."
?Beverly Guy-Sheftall, editor of Words of Fire: An Anthology of African American Feminist Thought and
Director of the Women's Center, Spelman College

"Bringing together many groundbreaking articulations of womanist thought, Layli Philips has assembled a
superb collection. The Womanist Reader is essential reading for womanists, feminists, activists, and scholars
in many disciplines, including women’s studies, Africana studies, African-American Studies, ethnic studies,
and American Studies."
 ?AnaLouise Keating, coeditor of this bridge we call home and Professor of Women’s Studies, Texas
Woman's University

"This important reader is a theoretical and methodological breakthrough in our understanding of womanist
scholarship from a wide array of disciplines. This is essential reading that highlights the contributions of
womanism to gender theory and praxis."

?Filomina Steady, editor of The Black Woman Cross-Culturally and Professor and Chair of Africana
Studies, Wellesley College

"Layli Phillips' comprehensive anthology is a much-needed reader for today and for generations to come. 
The Womanist Reader chronicles twenty-five years of juxtapositioned insights and empowering revelations
by womanists across the disciplines."

?Katie G. Cannon, author of Katie's Canon: Womanism and the Soul of the Black Community

About the Author
Layli Phillips is Associate Professor of Women's Studies and an associate faculty member of the department
of African-American Studies at Georgia State University. This is her first book.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Ira Knudsen:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them
household or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or
playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity here is look different you can read
any book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent the whole day to
reading a book. The book The Womanist Reader: The First Quarter Century of Womanist Thought it is
extremely good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. We were holding enjoying
reading this book. If you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy the particular e-book.
You can m0ore quickly to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book
features high quality.

Michael Parker:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always aim to and must have the time or they will get great deal
of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , if we ask do people have extra time, we will say absolutely sure.
People is human not really a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity are you experiencing when
the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then do you ever
try this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the actual book you
have read will be The Womanist Reader: The First Quarter Century of Womanist Thought.

Louis Hudson:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Attempt to
pick one book that you never know the inside because don't evaluate book by its include may doesn't work
this is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside
appearance likes. Maybe you answer can be The Womanist Reader: The First Quarter Century of Womanist
Thought why because the fantastic cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint a
person. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading sixth sense
will directly show you to pick up this book.

Joan Toon:

Is it you actually who having spare time and then spend it whole day simply by watching television programs
or just lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Womanist Reader: The First Quarter
Century of Womanist Thought can be the response, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are
therefore out of date, spending your free time by reading in this brand new era is common not a geek
activity. So what these publications have than the others?
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