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Inthisorigina and iconaclastic book, Julian Dodd argues for what he terms the
simple view of the ontological nature of works of pure, instrumental music. This
account is the conjunction of two theses: the type/token theory and sonicism. The
type/token theory addresses the question of which ontological category musical
works fall under, and its answer isthat such works are types whose tokens are
sound-sequence-events. Sonicism, meanwhile, addresses the question of how
works of music are individuated, and it tells us that works of music are identica
just in case they sound exactly alike. Both conjuncts of the simple view are
highly controversial, and Dodd defends them vigorously and with ingenuity.
Even though the simple view is favoured by very few writers in the philosophy of
music, Dodd maintains that it isthe default position given our ordinary intuitions
about musical works, that it can answer the sorts of abjections that have led other
philosophersto dismissit, and that it is, on reflection, the most promising
ontology of music on offer.Specifically, Dodd argues that the type/token theory
offers the best explanation of the repeatability of works of music: the fact that
such works admit of multiple occurrence. Furthermore, he goes on to claim that
the theory's most striking consequence - namely, that musical works are eternal
existents and, hence, that composers discover rather than create their works - is
minimally disruptive of our intuitions concerning the nature of composition and
our appreciation of works of music. When it comes to sonicism, Dodd argues
both that thisway of individuating works of music is primafacie correct, and that
the putative counter-examplesit faces - most notably, those propounded by
Jerrold Levinson - can be harmlessly explained away. In the ontology of music,
simplicity rules.
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In this original and iconoclastic book, Julian Dodd argues for what he terms the simple view of the
ontological nature of works of pure, instrumental music. This account is the conjunction of two theses. the
type/token theory and sonicism. The type/token theory addresses the question of which ontological category
musical works fall under, and its answer is that such works are types whose tokens are sound-sequence-
events. Sonicism, meanwhile, addresses the question of how works of music are individuated, and it tells us
that works of music are identical just in case they sound exactly alike. Both conjuncts of the simple view are
highly controversial, and Dodd defends them vigorously and with ingenuity. Even though the simple view is
favoured by very few writers in the philosophy of music, Dodd maintains that it is the default position given
our ordinary intuitions about musical works, that it can answer the sorts of objections that have led other
philosophersto dismissit, and that it is, on reflection, the most promising ontology of music on
offer.Specifically, Dodd argues that the type/token theory offers the best explanation of the repeatability of
works of music: the fact that such works admit of multiple occurrence. Furthermore, he goes on to claim that
the theory's most striking consequence - namely, that musical works are eternal existents and, hence, that
composers discover rather than create their works - is minimally disruptive of our intuitions concerning the
nature of composition and our appreciation of works of music. When it comes to sonicism, Dodd argues both
that this way of individuating works of music is primafacie correct, and that the putative counter-examplesit
faces - most notably, those propounded by Jerrold Levinson - can be harmlessly explained away. In the
ontology of music, simplicity rules.
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Editorial Review
Review

"There is no question that Works of Music is required reading for anyone concerned with the current state of
the ontology of art; it al'so deserves a more general readership among metaphysicians. Few will deny that
Dodd has produced a cohesive and ingeniously-defended account of a certain class of entities."--Notre Dame
Philosophical Reviews

About the Author
Julian Dodd is at University of Manchester.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Nellie Davis:

ThisWorks of Music: An Essay in Ontology book is simply not ordinary book, you have it then the world is
in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book is actually information inside this e-book
incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper you actually read alot of information you will get.
This particular Works of Music: An Essay in Ontology without we comprehend teach the one who
examining it become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't be worry Works of Music: An Essay in
Ontology can bring any time you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' turn into full because you
can have it with your lovely laptop even cellphone. This Works of Music: An Essay in Ontology having fine
arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Ella Cook:

The guide untitled Works of Music: An Essay in Ontology is the book that recommended to you to read. Y ou
can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to an individual. The language that creator use to
explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The author was did alot of investigation
when write the book, so the information that they share for you is absolutely accurate. Y ou also can get the
e-book of Works of Music: An Essay in Ontology from the publisher to make you more enjoy freetime.

James Hanson:

Asapupil exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or even
make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's soul or real their
hobby. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to presently there but nothing
reading critically. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring in addition to can't see colorful



photos on there. Y eah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for you personally. Aswe know that
on this period of time, many waysto get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. So , this Works of Music: An Essay in Ontology can make you sense more interested to read.

Walter Burchett:

Publication is one of source of know-how. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but
native or citizen will need book to know the revise information of year in order to year. Aswe know those
publications have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the
world. Through the book Works of Music: An Essay in Ontology we can have more advantage. Don't that
you be creative people? To get creative person must want to read a book. Simply choose the best book that
acceptable with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life at this book Works of Music: An Essay in
Ontology. Y ou can more appealing than now.
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