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A magjor addition to the literature of poetry, Edward Hirsch’s sparkling new work
isacompilation of forms, devices, groups, movements, isms, aesthetics,
rhetorical terms, and folklore—a book that all readers, writers, teachers, and
students of poetry will return to over and over.

Hirsch has delved deeply into the poetic traditions of the world, returning with an
inclusive, international compendium. Moving gracefully from the bards of
ancient Greece to the revolutionaries of Latin America, from small formal
elements to large mysteries, he provides thoughtful definitions for the most
important poetic vocabulary, imbuing his work with alifetime of scholarship and
the warmth of a man devoted to his art.

Knowing how a poem works is essential to unlocking its meaning. Hirsch’'s
entries will deepen readers’ relationships with their favorite poems and open
greater levels of understanding in each new poem they encounter. Shot through
with the enthusiasm, authority, and sheer delight that made How to Read a Poem
s0 beloved, A Poet’s Glossary is anew classic.
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Editorial Review

From Booklist

*Starred Review* A glossary is useful, welcome, sometimes fun, but rarely, if ever, a catalyst for
astonishment. Leave it to revered poet, poetry apostle, and glossator extraordinaire Hirsch (The Living Fire,
2010) to turn this humble resource into a vibrant, polyglot, world-circling, century-spanning, mind-
expanding work of profound scholarship and literary art. Hirsch demonstrated his glossaria gift in his best-
selling How to Read a Poem (1999), launching the passionate and sustained immersion in world poetry’s
vocabulary, genres, and theory brought to fruition here. Lush with poem excerpts and poet profiles, the
longer entries on such subjects as the epic and free verse possess the contextual richness and narrative drive
of master lectures, while the more concise definitions are models of clarification. The result is a uniquely
vital, cogent, conversational, and inclusive inquiry into the craft, philosophical concerns, and emotional
intensity that gave rise to oral and written traditions, diverse movements, and many “small devices and large
mysteries.” Hirsch defines any term in English you can think of and many more, along with ghinnawa, a
form of Bedouin folk poetry; the Sanskrit term rasa, denoting the “soul of poetry”; and shan-shui, China’'s
rivers-and-mountain verse. A thrilling “repertoire of poetic secrets,” this radiant compendium is shaped by
Hirsch’s abiding gratitude for the demands and power, illumination, and solace of poetry, “ahuman
fundamental.” --Donna Seaman

Review

"Absorbing...full of Hirsch's passion." —The New Yorker

"Edward Hirsch’s “A Poet’s Glossary” isan instant classic that belongs on the bookshelf of every serious
poet and literature student...Hirsch explains them all with the ease of atour guide who has spent alifetime
learning the territory...The more you read in thisinsightful book, the more you'll feel a part of a communal
journey that has continued for thousands of years' —Washington Post

"A glossary is useful, welcome, sometimes fun, but rarely, if ever, acatalyst for astonishment. L eaveit to
revered poet, poetry apostle, and glossator extraordinaire Hirsch (The Living Fire, 2010) to turn this
humbleresourceinto a vibrant, polyglot, world-circling, century-spanning, mind-expanding work of
profound scholar ship and literary art...A thrilling 'repertoire of poetic secrets,' this radiant compendium is
shaped by Hirsch’s abiding gratitude for the demands and power, illumination, and solace of poetry, 'a
human fundamental." —Booklist (starred review)

"Offering definitions, a discussion of poetic techniques, and an unalloyed spiritual quality to hiswork...This
compilation of stimulating information and of beautiful writing by a master of expression isfor al who love
language, not just poets." —Library Journal (starred review)

From the Inside Flap

A magjor addition to the literature of poetry, Edward Hirsch s sparkling new work is a compilation of forms,
devices, groups, movements, -isms, aesthetics, rhetorical terms, and folklore a book that all readers, writers,
teachers, and students of poetry will return to over and over.

Hirsch has delved deeply into the poetic traditions of the world, returning with an inclusive, international
compendium. Moving gracefully from the bards of ancient Greece to the revolutionaries of Latin America,
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from small formal elementsto large mysteries, he provides thoughtful definitions for the most important
poetic vocabulary, imbuing his work with alifetime of scholarship and the warmth of a man devoted to his
art.

Knowing how a poem works is essential to unlocking its meaning. Hirsch s entries will deepen readers
relationships with their favorite poems and open greater levels of understanding in each new poem they
encounter. Shot through with the enthusiasm, authority, and sheer delight that made How to Read a Poem so
beloved, A Poet sGlossaryisanew classic.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Cleveland Whes€ler:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold
on guysthiskind of aren't like that. This A Poet's Glossary book is readable by means of you who hate those
straight word style. Y ou will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable looking at experience without
leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer regarding A Poet's Glossary
content conveys thinking easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the
written content but it just different available asit. So, do you nonetheless thinking A Poet's Glossary is not
loveable to be your top list reading book?

Anthony Wood:

The experience that you get from A Poet's Glossary is a more deep you rooting the information that hide
within the words the more you get thinking about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to
comprehend but A Poet's Glossary giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The author conveys their point
in particular way that can be understood by means of anyone who read the item because the author of this
book is well-known enough. This book also makes your vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to
understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having this
specific A Poet's Glossary instantly.

Michael Palmateer:

Reading areserve can be one of alot of exercise that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book thus. There are alot of reasons why people loveit. First reading a e-book will give you alot of new
information. When you read a book you will get new information simply because book is one of a number of
ways to share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, examining a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you examining a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring one to imagine
the story how the personas do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to some others. When you
read this A Poet's Glossary, it is possible to tells your family, friends along with soon about yours guide.

Y our knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading areserve.



Alexandria Sharp:

A Poet's Glossary can be one of your nice books that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away
because this book has good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to
understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The author giving his’her effort to put every
word into satisfaction arrangement in writing A Poet's Glossary neverthel ess doesn't forget the main place,
giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource details that maybe you can be one among it.
This great information may drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial contemplating.
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