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rom one of the great political journalists of our time comes aboldly argued
reinterpretation of the central event in our collective past--a book that portrays
the American Revolution not as a clash of ideologies but as a Machiavellian
struggle for power.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

Draper's elegantly written, masterful study overturns many preconceptions about the causes of the American
Revolution. Before 1763, he observes, the status quo worked largely in favor of the 13 colonies. The
Americans dominated the governors sent to rule over them. British customs agents winked at New England
smugglers flourishing trade, and farmers and merchants prospered. But in 1764-1765, the British imposed
unpopular taxes and trade restrictions that, combined with Mother England's attempt to reduce the power of
the colonial assemblies, brought separatist fervor to the boiling point. To justify the ensuing power struggle,
Americasruling elite developed arevolutionary ideology, couching their self-interest in terms of liberty and
inalienabl e rights. Distinguished historian Draper (A Very Thin Line: The Iran-Contra Affair) further argues
that the British, having allowed themselves to become economically dependent on the colonies, desperately
sought to control colonial trade and manufacture. Drawing freely on period pamphlets, |etters, petitions,
travel ogues and assembly minutes, he vividly evokes the populist discontent, intellectual gymnastics and
mob violence that led to revolution.

Copyright 1995 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal

The American Revolution is commonly believed to have been caused by the colonists' desire for
independence and liberty. Draper (A Very Thin Line: The Iran-Contra Affair, LJ 6/1/91) maintains that the
Revolution was really a power struggle spawned by the British system of chartering colonies, which placed
fiscal control of public funds with the colonial assemblies. British dependence on American trade and the
Colonies phenomenal population growth only intensified Americans desire to control their own destiny.
Draper quotes heavily from primary sources and sometimes reliestotally on colonial writers to make his
point without further explanation; thisis unfortunate because his style is fairly readable. In the preface, the
author notes his intended audience is not the specialist but the interested general reader. However, his
revisionist history won't appeal to the public and belongsin academic libraries only.

Grant Alan Fredericksen, Illinois Prairie Dist. P.L., Metamora

Copyright 1996 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Scientific American
Draper . . . has given the historical kaleidoscope avigorous shake. . . . Fresh and stimulating.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Myrtle Hamer :

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
usto learn everything in the world. Each book has different aim or even goal; it means that publication has
different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They may be reading
whatever they consider because their hobby is definitely reading a book. What about the person who don't
like looking at a book? Sometime, person feel need book whenever they found difficult problem aswell as
exercise. Well, probably you will want this A STRUGGLE FOR POWER. The American Revolution..



Kelly Gomes:

Book isto be different for every grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. We all
know that that book is very important normally. The book A STRUGGLE FOR POWER. The American
Revolution. ended up being making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more
information. It is extremely advantages for you. The guide A STRUGGLE FOR POWER. The American
Revolution. is not only giving you much more new information but also to get your friend when you truly
feel bored. Y ou can spend your own personal spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship with
the book A STRUGGLE FOR POWER. The American Revolution.. Y ou never truly feel lose out for
everything in case you read some books.

Frank Moore;

Isit anyone who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by simply watching television programs
or just laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This A STRUGGLE FOR POWER. The American
Revolution. can be the reply, oh how comes? A book you know. Y ou are and so out of date, spending your
extratime by reading in this fresh erais common not a geek activity. So what these ebooks have than the
others?

Jack Morgan:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got college students? We believe that that
guery was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And you
also know that little person such as reading or as looking at become their hobby. Y ou need to know that
reading is very important along with book as to be the matter. Book isimportant thing to provide you
knowledge, except your teacher or lecturer. Y ou get good news or update about something by book.
Numerous books that can you go onto be your object. One of them isthis A STRUGGLE FOR POWER. The
American Revolution..
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