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This is the first complete English translation of Bernard Bolzano's four-volume
Wissenschaftslehre or Theory of Science, a masterwork of theoretical philosophy.
Bolzano (1781-1848), one of the greatest philosophers of the nineteenth century,
was a man of many parts. Best known in his own time as a teacher and public
intellectual, he was also a mathematician and logician of rare ability, the peer of
other pioneers of modern mathematical logic such as Boole, Frege, and Peirce.
As Professor of Religion at the Charles University in Prague from 1805, he
proved to be a courageous and determined critic of abuses in church and state, a
powerful advocate for reform. Dismissed by the Emperor in 1819 for political
reasons, he left public life and spent the next decade working on his "theory of
science," which he also called logic. The resulting Wissenschaftslehre, first
published in 1837, is a monumental, wholly original study in logic,
epistemology, heuristics, and scientific methodology. Unlike most logical studies
of the period, it is not concerned with the "psychological self-consciousness of
the thinking mind." Instead, it develops logic as the science of "propositions in
themselves" and their parts, especially the relations between these entities. It
offers, for the first time in the history of logic, a viable definition of consequence
(or deducibility), and a novel view of probability. Giving constant attention to
Bolzano's predecessors and contemporaries, with particular emphasis on Kant,
this richly documented work is also a valuable source for the history of logic and
philosophy. Each volume of the edition is accompanied by a detailed
introduction, which alerts the reader to the historical context of Bolzano's work
and illuminates its continued relevance.
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Editorial Review

Review

"After 177 years, thanks to Paul Rusnock and Rolf George, we finally have the complete English translation
of Bolzano's monumental work Theory of Science, the great unknown classical work in logic and
epistemology. The translation is excellent, both in keeping the flavor of nineteenth-century books and in
being eminently readable." -- Philosophia Mathematica

About the Author

Bernard Bolzano (1781-1848) made outstanding contributions to many areas of philosophy as well as to
mathematics and theology. In mathematics, he is best known for his work in analysis and the foundations of
mathematics, which included rigorous definitions of continuity and convergence as well as the construction
of a continuous, nowhere-differentiable function and anticipations of Cantor's set theory. His work in logic,
presented in the Theory of Science, marks a new beginning in the history of the discipline. Among his
discoveries, the most noted are his definition of deducibility, which anticipates Tarski's definition of logical
consequence, and his notion of logical analyticity, which closely resembles later concepts of logical truth. On
account of these and many other accomplishments, Bolzano is now widely recognised as one of the great
philosophers of the nineteenth century.

Paul Rusnock is Associate Professor of Philosophy at the University of Ottawa, Canada.

Rolf George is Professor emeritus of Philosophy at the University of Waterloo, Canada.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Latrice Miller:

This Bernard Bolzano: Theory of Science usually are reliable for you who want to become a successful
person, why. The key reason why of this Bernard Bolzano: Theory of Science can be among the great books
you must have is actually giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed anyone with information
that maybe will shock your prior knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it everywhere and
whenever your conditions throughout the e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this Bernard Bolzano:
Theory of Science forcing you to have an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you test of
critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Charles Siegrist:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the headline Bernard Bolzano:
Theory of Science suitable to you? Often the book was written by popular writer in this era. Often the book



untitled Bernard Bolzano: Theory of Scienceis the one of several books that everyone read now. That book
was inspired many people in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new dimension
that you ever know previous to. The author explained their plan in the simple way, and so all of people can
easily to know the core of this publication. This book will give you a wide range of information about this
world now. So you can see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Scott Fisher:

As a university student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the
library in order to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's
heart or real their leisure activity. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They
go to right now there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not important,
boring as well as can't see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important in
your case. As we know that on this era, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many
ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore this Bernard Bolzano: Theory of Science can make you really
feel more interested to read.

Sam Nielsen:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from a book. Book is created or printed or created from each source in which filled update of
news. In this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for a person. From
media social similar to newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and
comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out
your book? Or just searching for the Bernard Bolzano: Theory of Science when you needed it?
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