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"A fascinating, challenging book." ? A.L.A. Booklist

Learn to use the most important codes and methods of secret communication in
use since ancient times. Cipher and decipher codes used by spies. Explore the
famous codes that changed the fate of nations and political leaders. And enjoy
hours of fun experimenting with cryptography ? the science of secret writing.
Beginning with simple letter substitutions and transposition ciphers, world-
famous science writer Martin Gardner explains how to break complicated
polyal phabetical ciphers and codes worked with grids, squares, triangles, and
charts. You'll learn codes that are keyed to typewriters and telephone dials. . .
even codes that use playing cards, knots, and swizzle sticks. Experiment with
invisible writing ? inks that glow in black light and turn red under heat ? and
explore the possibilities of sending messages through outer space to unknown
worlds.

Using this book, you can solve the historically famous Playfair Cipher used by
Australiain World War [1, the Pigpen Cipher used by Confederate soldiers
during the Civil War, Thomas Jefferson's Wheel Cipher, the Beaufort system
used by the British Royal Navy, codes devised by authors for heroesin literature
? Sherlock Holmes, Captain Kidd, and the Shadow. And you will enjoy
experimenting with bizarre methods of message sending ? the Dot Code, Knot
Code, Swizzle Code, and more.

Y oung cryptanalysts, cipher fans, and puzzlists of all ageswill find hours of
intrigue and challenge in Codes, Ciphers and Secret Writing.

"A stimulating must for the intermediate cryptographer.” ? The Kirkus Reviews
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Editorial Review
From the Back Cover

"A fascinating, challenging book."?A.L.A. Booklist

Learn to use the most important codes and methods of secret communication in use since ancient times.
Cipher and decipher codes used by spies. Explore the famous codes that changed the fate of nations and
political leaders. And enjoy hours of fun experimenting with cryptography2the science of secret writing.
Beginning with ssimple letter substitutions and transposition ciphers, world-famous science writer Martin
Gardner explains how to break complicated polyalphabetical ciphers and codes worked with grids, squares,
triangles, and charts. You'll learn codes that are keyed to typewriters and telephone dials . . . even codes that
use playing cards, knots, and swizzle sticks. Experiment with invisible writing?inks that glow in black light
and turn red under heat?and explore the possihilities of sending messages through outer space to unknown
worlds.

Using this book, you can solve the historically famous Playfair Cipher used by Australiain World War 11,
the Pigpen Cipher used by Confederate soldiers during the Civil War, Thomas Jefferson's Wheel Cipher, the
Beaufort system used by the British Royal Navy, codes devised by authors for heroes in literature?Sherlock
Holmes, Captain Kidd, and the Shadow. And you will enjoy experimenting with bizarre methods of message
sending?he Dot Code, Knot Code, Swizzle Code, and more.

Y oung cryptanalysts, cipher fans, and puzzlists of all ageswill find hours of intrigue and challenge in Codes,
Ciphers and Secret Writing.

"A stimulating must for the intermediate cryptographer.” ?The Kirkus Reviews

Unabridged Dover (1984) republication of the work originally published by Simon & Schuster, 1972.

About the Author

Martin Gardner was a renowned author who published over 70 books on subjects from science and math to
poetry and religion. He also had a lifelong passion for magic tricks and puzzles. Well known for his
mathematical games column in Scientific American and his "Trick of the Month" in Physics Teacher
magazine, Gardner attracted a loyal following with his intelligence, wit, and imagination.

Martin Gardner: A Remembrance

The worldwide mathematical community was saddened by the death of Martin Gardner on May 22, 2010.
Martin was 95 years old when he died, and had written 70 or 80 books during hislong lifetime as an author.
Martin's first Dover books were published in 1956 and 1957: Mathematics, Magic and Mystery, one of the
first popular books on the intellectual excitement of mathematics to reach awide audience, and Fads and
Fallaciesin the Name of Science, certainly one of the first popular books to cast a devastatingly skeptical eye
on the claims of pseudoscience and the many guises in which the modern world has given rise to it. Both of
these pioneering books are still in print with Dover today along with more than a dozen other titles of
Martin's books. They run the gamut from his elementary Codes, Ciphers and Secret Writing, which has been
enjoyed by generations of younger readers since the 1980s, to the more demanding The New Ambidextrous
Universe: Symmetry and Asymmetry from Mirror Reflections to Superstrings, which Dover published inits
final revised form in 2005.



To those of us who have been associated with Dover for along time, however, Martin was more than an
author, albeit aremarkably popular and successful one. As a member of the small group of long-time
advisors and consultants, which included NY U's Morris Kline in mathematics, Harvard's |. Bernard Cohen in
the history of science, and MIT's J. P. Den Hartog in engineering, Martin's advice and editoria suggestions
in the formative 1950s hel ped to define the Dover publishing program and give it the point of view which —
despite many changes, new directions, and the consequences of evolution — continues to be operative today.

In the Author's Own Words:

"Politicians, real-estate agents, used-car salesmen, and advertising copy-writers are expected to stretch facts
in self-serving directions, but scientists who falsify their results are regarded by their peers as committing an
inexcusable crime. Y et the sad fact is that the history of science swarms with cases of outright fakery and
instances of scientists who unconsciously distorted their work by seeing it through lenses of passionately
held beliefs."

"A surprising proportion of mathematicians are accomplished musicians. Isit because music and
mathematics share patterns that are beautiful ?' — Martin Gardner

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Bettie Hentges:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the book entitled Codes, Ciphers and Secret Writing (Dover Children's Activity Books). Try
to the actual book Codes, Ciphers and Secret Writing (Dover Children's Activity Books) as your friend. It
means that it can to be your friend when you experience alone and beside that of course make you smarter
than previously. Y eah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you far more confidence because you
can know anything by the book. So, let us make new experience and also knowledge with this book.

Andrew Howe:

Spent afree a chance to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family,
or their very own friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic
from the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different to
fill your personal freetime/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book can be option to fill your free time/
holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to attempt
look for book, may be the guide untitled Codes, Ciphers and Secret Writing (Dover Children's Activity
Books) can be good book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Caroline Hagemann:

Many people spending their time by playing outside with friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV all day long. Y ou can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by reading a book. Ugh, ya



think reading a book can really hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It alright you can
have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Codes, Ciphers and Secret Writing
(Dover Children's Activity Books) which is keeping the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's
find.

Beverly Thomas:

Asapupil exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library or make
summary for some guide, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's internal or real their
pastime. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to generally there but
nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring as well as can't see
colorful photos on there. Yeah, it isfor being complicated. Book is very important for you personaly. Aswe
know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this Codes, Ciphers and Secret Writing (Dover Children's Activity Books) can
make you experience more interested to read.
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