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Anthony D. Smith is Emeritus Professor of Nationalism and Ethnicity at the
London School of Economics, and is considered one of the founders of the
interdisciplinary field of nationalism studies. Anthony Smith has developed an
approach to the study of nations and nationalism called ethno-symbolism, which
is concerned with the nature of ethnic groups and nations, and the need to
consider their symbolic dimensions.

This text provides a concise statement of an ethno-symbolic approach to the
study of nations and nationalism and at the same time, embodies a general
statement of Anthony Smith’s contribution to this approach and its application to
the central issues of nations and nationalism. The text:

- sets out the theoretical background of the emergence of ethno-symbolismin a
sustained and systematic argument

- explainsits analysis of the formation of nations, their persistence and change
and the role of nationalism

- demonstrates that an ethno-symbolic approach provides an important
supplement and corrective to past and present intellectual orthodoxiesin the
field and addresses the main theoretical criticisms levelled at an ethno-symbolic
approach.

Drawing together and developing earlier brief resumes of Anthony Smith’'s
approach, this book represents a summary of the theoretical aspects of hiswork
inthefield since 1986. It will be useful to students and to all those who are
interested in the issues raised by a study of ethnicity, nations and nationalism.
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Anthony D. Smith is Emeritus Professor of Nationalism and Ethnicity at the London School of Economics,
and is considered one of the founders of the interdisciplinary field of nationalism studies. Anthony Smith has
developed an approach to the study of nations and nationalism called ethno-symbolism, which is concerned
with the nature of ethnic groups and nations, and the need to consider their symbolic dimensions.

This text provides a concise statement of an ethno-symbolic approach to the study of nations and nationalism
and at the same time, embodies a general statement of Anthony Smith’s contribution to this approach and its
application to the central issues of nations and nationalism. The text:

- setsout the theoretical background of the emergence of ethno-symbolism in a sustained and systematic
argument

- explainsits analysis of the formation of nations, their persistence and change and the role of nationalism

- demonstrates that an ethno-symbolic approach provides an important supplement and corrective to past and
present intellectual orthodoxiesin the field and addresses the main theoretical criticismslevelled at an
ethno-symbolic approach.

Drawing together and developing earlier brief resumes of Anthony Smith’s approach, this book represents a
summary of the theoretical aspects of hiswork in the field since 1986. It will be useful to students and to all
those who are interested in the issues raised by a study of ethnicity, nations and nationalism.
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Editorial Review
Review

'For more than four decades Anthony Smith has been intensely and productively investigating the nature,
wellsprings, and ramifications of nationalism. This excellent and concise distillation of his principal findings
and conclusions will prove of immense value to anyone interested in this most consequential phenomenon.’

Walker Connor, Middlebury College, USA

'Written with the clarity, sensitivity, and analytical nuance that have become hallmarks of Anthony Smith's
scholarship, this book presents a masterful distillation of the ethno-symbolist interpretation of nationalism--a
school of thought that counts the author as its most influential founding father. In crisp and succinct prose, it
presents afair and balanced overview of the theoretical thrust-and-parry in the field of nationalism studies,
while articulating a compelling defense of the ethno-symbolist approach against the attacks of its critics.'

Aviel Roshwald, Professor of History, Georgetown University, USA

'‘Anthony Smith has provided us with a conceptually powerful, clearly written statement of hislife’swork
devoted to the study of nationalism. By doing so, we have a compelling clarification of the nation asa
historical community of culture. Thus, to view this book as merely a concise statement of the ethno-symbolic
approach to the study of nations and nationalism isto fail to appreciate its significance; rather, it isamost
convincing analysis of these crucially important phenomena?a book that must be read by all those who wish
to understand these powerful factors that have shaped and are shaping our destiny.'

Steven Grosby, Professor of Religion, Clemson University, USA

About the Author

Anthony D. Smith is Emeritus Professor of Nationalism and Ethnicity at the L.S.E., President of the
Association for the Study of Ethnicity and Nationalism (ASEN) and Chief Editor of the journal Nations and
Nationalism. He is the author of 16 books and over 100 articles and chapters on nations, nationalism and
ethnicity, and his books have been trandated into 21 languages.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



LuisGray:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing
for usto find out everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim as well as goal; it means that book
has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read abook. They are
reading whatever they consider because their hobby is usually reading a book. How about the person who
don't like looking at a book? Sometime, man feel need book when they found difficult problem or maybe
exercise. Well, probably you will want this Ethno-symbolism and Nationalism: A Cultural Approach.

Candice Foushee:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the concept Ethno-symbolism
and Nationalism: A Cultural Approach suitableto you? Typically the book was written by popular writer in
this era. The particular book untitled Ethno-symbolism and Nationalism: A Cultural Approachis asingle of
several books that everyone read now. This specific book was inspired alot of people in the world. When
you read this guide you will enter the new age that you ever know prior to. The author explained their ideain
the simple way, consequently al of people can easily to be aware of the core of this publication. This book
will give you awide range of information about this world now. So that you can see the represented of the
world in this particular book.

Dana Barker:

Ethno-symbolism and Nationalism: A Cultural Approach can be one of your beginner books that are good
idea. We all recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that could increase your
knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The article
author giving hig/her effort to set every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing Ethno-symbolism and
Nationalism: A Cultural Approach athough doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest as
well as based confirm resource information that maybe you can be one of it. This great information may
drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial thinking.

Bar bara Norwood:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you may
haveit in e-book way, more simple and reachable. This particular Ethno-symbolism and Nationalism: A
Cultural Approach can give you alot of good friends because by you investigating this one book you have
issue that they don't and make you more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of one step
for you to get success. This reserve offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't realize, by
knowing more than additional make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? Let's have Ethno-
symbolism and Nationalism: A Cultural Approach.
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