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The search for the body commenced. Then the victim walked into town.

Behind the picture-postcard façade of Kingsmarkham lies a community rife with
violence, betrayal, and a taste for vengeance. When sixteen-year-old Lizzie
Cromwell reappears no one knows where she has been, including Lizzie herself.
Inspector Wexford thinks she was with a boyfriend. But the disappearance of a
three-year-old girl casts a more ominous light on events. And when the public's
outrage turns toward a recently released pederast and another suspect turns up
stabbed to death, Wexford must try to unravel the mystery before any more
bodies appear, and before a mob of local vigilantes metes out a rough justice to
their least favorite suspect. In Harm Done, the violence is near at hand, and evil
lies just a few doors down the block.
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The search for the body commenced. Then the victim walked into town.

Behind the picture-postcard façade of Kingsmarkham lies a community rife with violence, betrayal, and a
taste for vengeance. When sixteen-year-old Lizzie Cromwell reappears no one knows where she has been,
including Lizzie herself. Inspector Wexford thinks she was with a boyfriend. But the disappearance of a
three-year-old girl casts a more ominous light on events. And when the public's outrage turns toward a
recently released pederast and another suspect turns up stabbed to death, Wexford must try to unravel the
mystery before any more bodies appear, and before a mob of local vigilantes metes out a rough justice to
their least favorite suspect. In Harm Done, the violence is near at hand, and evil lies just a few doors down
the block.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
In Harm Done, Rendell has added a remarkable strand of acute social commentary to a book that still
functions as an utterly compelling piece of detective fiction. In exploring the controversial subject of
pedophilia, she takes the mainstay of her work--the problems of modern life--to a level of passion and
commitment that gives the book a truly powerful underpinning.

Back in the familiar Sussex town of Kingsmarkham, Rendell's dogged sleuth Wexford is investigating the
strange abductions of two young girls: Rachel, a bright middle-class student, and Lizzie, a mentally disabled
16-year-old living with her unsympathetic parents on a grim council estate. When both girls return home,
apparently unharmed, Wexford is faced with a curious mystery: what really happened to them? As Wexford
begins to uncover the disturbing truth, the dark psychological world that Rendell is so adroit at exploring
suddenly comes into focus. And her gift for sharp but concise characterization remains untouchable, as in the
case of a reluctant witness: '''We don't talk about that sort of thing.' She very nearly but not quite tossed her
head." --Barry Forshaw, Amazon.co.uk

From Publishers Weekly
In her latest Inspector Wexford mystery (following Road Rage), the prolific Rendell shows that, like
Wexford, she too is a master of indirection. Like a stout, aging British Columbo, Wexford hides his intuition
and keen powers of observation behind a rumpled, grandfatherly facade. Three of the cases that he unravels
in this satisfyingly complex work have to do with the abuse of women or children. The crimes range from
the ridiculous (a petulant university girl and a mentally challenged girl from a low-income housing project
are each kidnapped to do housework and returned for ineptitude) to the monstrous (Wexford and his men
must protect a child molester who was released from prison while a rich man tortures his wife in the comfort
of his spacious home). Rendell is too realistic a writer to link her crimes together in a sensational way.
Instead, each offense galvanizes a slew of colorful characters of all classes who live in the suburban
community of Kingsmarkham. Wexford's daughter Sylvia, a strident volunteer for a battered women's
shelter, fills in her father on the signs of abuse and abusers, and it is a measure of Rendell's subtle skill that
she manages to address a social blight without ever losing track of her plot or flattening her
characterizations. Thanks to Rendell's steadfast devotion to what is real over what is mere theory, what
comes through in her 47th book is the unique human mystery at the heart of a crime.
Copyright 1999 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
In this latest Inspector Wexford mystery by the prolific, talented Rendell, two young women go missing
successively, are held for several days by an older woman and a young, inarticulate man, and are released.
Then the story moves on to the kidnapping of a three-year-old girl at the same time a pedophile has been
released from prison; ultimately, two murders are committed. Much of the novel is tied together by the
overriding issue of abuseAboth physical and emotional. Nevertheless, despite the reappearance of faces from
the earlier cases, the disjointedness between the earlier investigation and the subsequent ones is jarring.
Wexford's ruminations are always fascinating, and Rendell has lost none of her writing skill, but the multiple
plots don't quite hang together. Still, fans will want this.AFrancine Fialkoff, "Library Journal"
Copyright 1999 Reed Business Information, Inc.



Users Review

From reader reviews:

Charlotte Kuester:

The book Harm Done: An Inspector Wexford Mystery can give more knowledge and also the precise
product information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the best thing like a book Harm
Done: An Inspector Wexford Mystery? A few of you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim
which book can give many data for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer with your book.
Knowledge or info that you take for that, you could give for each other; you are able to share all of these.
Book Harm Done: An Inspector Wexford Mystery has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and
big function for you. You can appear the enormous world by wide open and read a reserve. So it is very
wonderful.

Scott Foust:

Here thing why this particular Harm Done: An Inspector Wexford Mystery are different and trustworthy to
be yours. First of all studying a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content of computer which is the
content is as delicious as food or not. Harm Done: An Inspector Wexford Mystery giving you information
deeper since different ways, you can find any book out there but there is no guide that similar with Harm
Done: An Inspector Wexford Mystery. It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up your eyes about the
thing which happened in the world which is maybe can be happened around you. You can actually bring
everywhere like in park, café, or even in your means home by train. For anyone who is having difficulties in
bringing the printed book maybe the form of Harm Done: An Inspector Wexford Mystery in e-book can be
your substitute.

Lisa Mercado:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many query for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people
likes examining, not only science book and also novel and Harm Done: An Inspector Wexford Mystery or
even others sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the truly amazing a book, you
feel desire to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or perhaps students especially.
Those publications are helping them to include their knowledge. In additional case, beside science guide, any
other book likes Harm Done: An Inspector Wexford Mystery to make your spare time much more colorful.
Many types of book like this one.

Lorraine Michael:

Publication is one of source of know-how. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students and
also native or citizen have to have book to know the change information of year in order to year. As we
know those guides have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the
world. From the book Harm Done: An Inspector Wexford Mystery we can acquire more advantage. Don't
one to be creative people? For being creative person must choose to read a book. Only choose the best book



that acceptable with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life by this book Harm Done: An
Inspector Wexford Mystery. You can more inviting than now.
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