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Exegeting a text burrowing deep into its history, language, and literary structure
is an indispensable skill for any serious student of the Bible. Given their
theological richness and poetic power, the prophetic texts of the Hebrew Bible
would seem to be prime candidates for exegetical examination, but they often
pose difficulty. In this book, James Nogalski offers solid, practical guidance on
how to read and exegete a prophetic text in its literary, historical, and conceptual
contexts. Assuming no prior knowledge of Hebrew, Nogalski devises an
exegetical method that focuses on the distinctive elements of prophetic literature,
rather than on the narrative material one finds in practically all introductions to
exegesis. He provides clear examples for understanding poetic texts, prophetic
genres, changing voices, and other important aspects of these texts. This book
offers essential tools to help readers navigate the particular challenges and
opportunities of interpreting the prophets.
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Exegeting a text burrowing deep into its history, language, and literary structure is an indispensable skill for
any serious student of the Bible. Given their theological richness and poetic power, the prophetic texts of the
Hebrew Bible would seem to be prime candidates for exegetical examination, but they often pose difficulty.
In this book, James Nogalski offers solid, practical guidance on how to read and exegete a prophetic text in
its literary, historical, and conceptual contexts. Assuming no prior knowledge of Hebrew, Nogalski devises
an exegetical method that focuses on the distinctive elements of prophetic literature, rather than on the
narrative material one finds in practically all introductions to exegesis. He provides clear examples for
understanding poetic texts, prophetic genres, changing voices, and other important aspects of these texts.
This book offers essential tools to help readers navigate the particular challenges and opportunities of
interpreting the prophets.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Jim Nogalski has produced a tremendously useful exegetical primer for the prophetic books of the Bible
(rather than yet another summary of their contents). There is nothing else like it currently in print. Concisely
and judiciously, he treats prophetic speech formulas, parallelism, key terms, symbolic acts, literary forms,
syntactical connectors, catchwords and major themes. He pays particular attention to the basic challenge of
identifying speaker, addressee and context, especially in translation, and provides well-chosen examples. I
recommend his book for any introductory course on the Prophets."
--Stephen B. Chapman, Duke University

"Seminary students, professors, and interested lay persons will thank Nogalski profusely for this clear and
concise demystification of the terms, tools, and techniques utilized by biblical scholars. He provides more
than a mere glossary of terms, demonstrating instead the use and usefulness of virtually the complete arsenal
available to a student of Israel's prophetic literature. Most importantly, he makes this demonstration with a
view toward the ultimate objective of a theological reading of the prophets, namely, the final step of hearing
them in the context of a contemporary life of faith within a community of faith."
--Mark E. Biddle, Russell T. Cherry Professor of Old Testament, Baptist Theological Seminary at Richmond

"Nogalski's book is the product of years of practical teaching experience, as well as scholarly reflection upon
these ancient texts. Students coming to the exegesis of prophetic literature for the first time will find here a
wealth of useful and immediately applicable information concerning how prophetic literature works, from its
characteristic compositional elements to its historical settings, collection, and editing."
--Steven Tuell, James A. Kelso Professor of Hebrew and Old Testament, Pittsburgh Theological Seminary

About the Author

James D. Nogalski is Professor and Chair of Graduate Studies in the Department of Religion at Baylor
University. He has published numerous articles and books on the Old Testament prophets.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Tyrone Knudson:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you really
need something to explain what your own problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy particular
person? If you don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you



have time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that
question mainly because just their can do this. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar on every person.
Yes, it is proper. Because start from on kindergarten until university need that Interpreting Prophetic
Literature: Historical and Exegetical Tools for Reading the Prophets to read.

Kristen Hamilton:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can certainly
share their idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their own reader with
their story or maybe their experience. Not only situation that share in the guides. But also they write about
the information about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to
teach your children, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on this planet always try to
improve their skill in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write with their book. One of
them is this Interpreting Prophetic Literature: Historical and Exegetical Tools for Reading the Prophets.

Tom Moore:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their family,
or their own friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, planning to beach, or picnic
in the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different to fill
your free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book might be option to fill your totally free time/ holiday. The
first thing you ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to try out look for book,
may be the e-book untitled Interpreting Prophetic Literature: Historical and Exegetical Tools for Reading the
Prophets can be very good book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Katrice Fredericksen:

This Interpreting Prophetic Literature: Historical and Exegetical Tools for Reading the Prophets is brand new
way for you who has fascination to look for some information as it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting
deeper you in it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having little digest in reading this
Interpreting Prophetic Literature: Historical and Exegetical Tools for Reading the Prophets can be the light
food to suit your needs because the information inside that book is easy to get simply by anyone. These
books develop itself in the form and that is reachable by anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book contact
form. People who think that in e-book form make them feel tired even dizzy this book is the answer. So there
is absolutely no in reading a e-book especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here
for an individual. So , don't miss the idea! Just read this e-book type for your better life as well as
knowledge.
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