
Islamic Art and Architecture: The System of
Geometric Design

By Issam El-Said

Islamic Art and Architecture: The System of Geometric Design By Issam El-
Said

Issam El-Said pinpoints the rules of composition that form the basis of the
geometric concepts of Islamic art. He then shows how intricate patterns are based
on these basic principles. Fully illustrated in three colors to show the
development of the patterns, this book offers an insight into how craftsmen and
designers in the Muslim world achieved monumental feats of artistic expression
using the simplest of tools. Chapter I presents graphical analyses of numerous
complex patterns, to reveal the numerical rationale behind them. In Chapter II,
the author analyses the system of measure used in ancient Egypt, before the use
of numbers for calculating measurements. He shows how measuring cords and a
geometric method based on a grid-pattern originating from the circle were
employed by master craftsmen in the design of Islamic art and architecture. The
book offers an insight into how craftsmen and designers in the Muslim world
have achieved monumental feats of artistic expression with harmony and
precision, using the simplest of tools such as a ruler, a string and templates,
together with a system of measure that is both simple and sophisticated.
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Issam El-Said pinpoints the rules of composition that form the basis of the geometric concepts of Islamic art.
He then shows how intricate patterns are based on these basic principles. Fully illustrated in three colors to
show the development of the patterns, this book offers an insight into how craftsmen and designers in the
Muslim world achieved monumental feats of artistic expression using the simplest of tools. Chapter I
presents graphical analyses of numerous complex patterns, to reveal the numerical rationale behind them. In
Chapter II, the author analyses the system of measure used in ancient Egypt, before the use of numbers for
calculating measurements. He shows how measuring cords and a geometric method based on a grid-pattern
originating from the circle were employed by master craftsmen in the design of Islamic art and architecture.
The book offers an insight into how craftsmen and designers in the Muslim world have achieved
monumental feats of artistic expression with harmony and precision, using the simplest of tools such as a
ruler, a string and templates, together with a system of measure that is both simple and sophisticated.
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Editorial Review

Review

‘One need not be adept at measurement and computation to be mesmerized by and drawn into the visual
analysis Said offers here.’

About the Author

Issam El-Said (1938-1988) was an Iraqi artist and scholar. He earned an Architecture degree from Corpus
Christi College, Cambridge in 1961; studied art at Hammersmith College of Art and Design, London and
prepared for a PhD on the Methodology of Geometric Proportioning in Islamic Architecture at the University
of Newcastle-upon-Tyne in 1988, which was sadly not completed due to his untimely death that year. As an
artist, he achieved great renown and his works are in private and public collections worldwide including the
British Museum, the Victoria and Albert Museum and the National Museums in Baghdad and Amman.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Nicole Marcil:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing
for us to be aware of everything in the world. Each book has different aim or maybe goal; it means that guide
has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They are
really reading whatever they take because their hobby is usually reading a book. How about the person who
don't like studying a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book whenever they found difficult problem
or maybe exercise. Well, probably you will want this Islamic Art and Architecture: The System of Geometric
Design.

Diana Castillo:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the subject Islamic Art and
Architecture: The System of Geometric Design suitable to you? The book was written by well-known writer
in this era. The book untitled Islamic Art and Architecture: The System of Geometric Designis one of several
books that everyone read now. This specific book was inspired many men and women in the world. When
you read this e-book you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know just before. The author explained
their concept in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to be aware of the core of this publication. This
book will give you a large amount of information about this world now. In order to see the represented of the
world with this book.

Clarence Anderson:

The guide with title Islamic Art and Architecture: The System of Geometric Design contains a lot of



information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. This kind of book exist
new understanding the information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world at this
point. That is important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. This particular book will
bring you in new era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can
read that anywhere you want.

Charlsie Sprouse:

You can spend your free time to read this book this reserve. This Islamic Art and Architecture: The System
of Geometric Design is simple to develop you can read it in the park, in the beach, train and also soon. If you
did not include much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you
much easier to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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