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Here is a plea for proper architectural humanity and humility as well as a plan for
accommodating the desires and values of ordinary people who are too often
being dragged along on architectural ego trips and uplift programs. It is also
realistic examination of the American vernacular environment-as-it-is and a
reexamination of the goal of architecture and the role of the architect.

Learning from Las Vegas is addressed both to directly interested
parties—architects and planners—and to the fragmented majority—the innocent
bypassers who get gas at a nonpseudocolonial filling station in order to drive
home to some architect's monolithic superbrutal apartmented self-monument.
And whether they are producers or consumers of buildings and cities, readers
will discover in this book a finely argued development of ideas illuminated by
numerous and varied illustrations. The book is a delight which will induce either
a burst of affirmation or a splendid rage.

Venturi, Ms. Brown, and Izenour write that the lessons of Las Vegas for
architects of today are as relevant as those of classical Rome were to the past
century. Their book is divided into three parts. The first is an illustrated study of
the iconography and symbolism of Las Vegas, with special attention to the Las
Vegas "Strip"—the road leading from the airport to downtown—which leads to a
head-on defense of automobile dominance and what denigrators call "urban
sprawl."

The middle part generalizes this viewpoint, showing by historical example how
the Modern movement has led to an architecture of the Heroic and the Original.
The authors prescribe what they believe is an urgently needed antidote: a new
modesty, an architectural populism, and an acceptance of the Ugly and the
Ordinary.

The last part of the book illustrates how the theory is translated into reality: it
presents the projects undertaken over the past several years by the firm of which
the authors are members, Venturi and Rauch.

Robert Venturi, writing about today's architect, states, "I feel the role of prima
donna culture hero, even in its modern form as prima donna anticulture antihero,
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is a late Romantic theme as obsolete for the architect and for the complex
interdependencies of architectural practice today as is the 'heroic and original'
building for architecture. An architect strong on his own feet does not need this
illusory support at the expense of other architects...." The challenge is clear and
forthright. Articles based on earlier versions of material in this book have already
caused a great deal of controversy and rethinking. In writing the lexicon of
vernacular architecture with an American accent, the authors have been
denounced by some established professionals as nonarchitects, even anti-
architects. But at the present uncertain point in the development of the Modern
movement, it's a useful controversy that could result in a firmer sense of future
direction and closer accommodation to social realities.
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Here is a plea for proper architectural humanity and humility as well as a plan for accommodating the desires
and values of ordinary people who are too often being dragged along on architectural ego trips and uplift
programs. It is also realistic examination of the American vernacular environment-as-it-is and a
reexamination of the goal of architecture and the role of the architect.

Learning from Las Vegas is addressed both to directly interested parties—architects and planners—and to
the fragmented majority—the innocent bypassers who get gas at a nonpseudocolonial filling station in order
to drive home to some architect's monolithic superbrutal apartmented self-monument. And whether they are
producers or consumers of buildings and cities, readers will discover in this book a finely argued
development of ideas illuminated by numerous and varied illustrations. The book is a delight which will
induce either a burst of affirmation or a splendid rage.

Venturi, Ms. Brown, and Izenour write that the lessons of Las Vegas for architects of today are as relevant as
those of classical Rome were to the past century. Their book is divided into three parts. The first is an
illustrated study of the iconography and symbolism of Las Vegas, with special attention to the Las Vegas
"Strip"—the road leading from the airport to downtown—which leads to a head-on defense of automobile
dominance and what denigrators call "urban sprawl."

The middle part generalizes this viewpoint, showing by historical example how the Modern movement has
led to an architecture of the Heroic and the Original. The authors prescribe what they believe is an urgently
needed antidote: a new modesty, an architectural populism, and an acceptance of the Ugly and the Ordinary.

The last part of the book illustrates how the theory is translated into reality: it presents the projects
undertaken over the past several years by the firm of which the authors are members, Venturi and Rauch.

Robert Venturi, writing about today's architect, states, "I feel the role of prima donna culture hero, even in its
modern form as prima donna anticulture antihero, is a late Romantic theme as obsolete for the architect and
for the complex interdependencies of architectural practice today as is the 'heroic and original' building for
architecture. An architect strong on his own feet does not need this illusory support at the expense of other
architects...." The challenge is clear and forthright. Articles based on earlier versions of material in this book
have already caused a great deal of controversy and rethinking. In writing the lexicon of vernacular
architecture with an American accent, the authors have been denounced by some established professionals as
nonarchitects, even anti-architects. But at the present uncertain point in the development of the Modern
movement, it's a useful controversy that could result in a firmer sense of future direction and closer
accommodation to social realities.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Steven Izenour (1940-2001) was coauthor of Learning from Las Vegas (MIT Press, 1977) and a principal in
the Philadelphia firm Venturi, Scott Brown and Associates, Inc (VSBA). His most noted projects at VSBA
include Philadelphia's Basco showroom, the George D. Widener Memorial Treehouse at the Philadelphia
Zoo, the Camden Children's Garden, and the house he designed for his parents in Stony Creek, Connecticut.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Karen Imes:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yeah, you can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take
a move, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or read a book eligible Learning from Las Vegas?
Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You already know beside you can spend your time with the
favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have additional opinion?

Gerald Dews:

The book Learning from Las Vegas gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You may use to
make your capable far more increase. Book can to become your best friend when you getting stress or having
big problem with your subject. If you can make examining a book Learning from Las Vegas to be your habit,
you can get far more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about a number of
or all subjects. You are able to know everything if you like start and read a guide Learning from Las Vegas.
Kinds of book are several. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you
think about this reserve?

Gracie Thomas:

The actual book Learning from Las Vegas will bring you to the new experience of reading any book. The
author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. Should you try to find new book you just read, this book
very suitable to you. The book Learning from Las Vegas is much recommended to you to learn. You can also
get the e-book in the official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Ward Bishop:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book particularly book entitled
Learning from Las Vegas your head will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect that



maybe unfamiliar for but surely might be your mind friends. Imaging each word written in a e-book then
become one application form conclusion and explanation which maybe you never get just before. The
Learning from Las Vegas giving you another experience more than blown away your brain but also giving
you useful data for your better life in this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern this is your body
and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning an activity. Do you
want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?
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