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Understanding and addressing linguistic disadvantage must be a central facet of
the social justice agenda of our time. This book explores the ways in which
linguistic diversity mediates social justicein liberal democracies undergoing
rapid change due to high levels of migration and economic globalization.
Focusing on the linguistic dimensions of economic inequality, cultural
domination and imparity of political participation, Linguistic Diversity and Social
Justice employs a case-study approach to real-world instances of linguistic
injustice. Linguistic diversity isauniversal characteristic of human language but
linguistic diversity is rarely neutral; rather it is accompanied by linguistic
stratification and linguistic subordination. Domains critical to social justice
include employment, education, and community participation. The book offersa
detailed examination of the connection between linguistic diversity and
inequality in these specific contexts within nation states that are organized as
liberal democracies. Inequalities exist not only between individuals and groups
within a state but also between states. Therefore, the book also explores therole
of linguistic diversity in global injustice with a particular focus on the spread of
English asaglobal language. While much of the analysis in this book focuses on
language as a means of exclusion, discrimination and disadvantage, the
concluding chapter asks what the content of linguistic justice might be.
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Understanding and addressing linguistic disadvantage must be a central facet of the social justice agenda of
our time. This book explores the ways in which linguistic diversity mediates socia justicein liberal
democracies undergoing rapid change due to high levels of migration and economic globalization. Focusing
on the linguistic dimensions of economic inequality, cultural domination and imparity of political
participation, Linguistic Diversity and Social Justice employs a case-study approach to real-world instances
of linguistic injustice. Linguistic diversity isauniversal characteristic of human language but linguistic
diversity israrely neutral; rather it is accompanied by linguistic stratification and linguistic subordination.
Domains critical to social justice include employment, education, and community participation. The book
offers a detailed examination of the connection between linguistic diversity and inequality in these specific
contexts within nation states that are organized as liberal democracies. Inequalities exist not only between
individuals and groups within a state but also between states. Therefore, the book also exploresthe role of
linguistic diversity in global injustice with a particular focus on the spread of English as aglobal language.
While much of the analysisin this book focuses on language as a means of exclusion, discrimination and
disadvantage, the concluding chapter asks what the content of linguistic justice might be.
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Editorial Review
Review

"Ingrid Piller presents a powerful case for how language is variously overlooked or misunderstood as a factor
that entrenches disadvantage and inequality in aglobalized society. She argues that discrimination based on
language persists, often justified by appeal to the false premise that individual s exercise complete control
over their own linguistic repertoires, and reinforced by tacit assumptions embedded in our cultural
practices."--New Books Network

"Thisis aserious book on a serious subject. In a globalized world whose rhetoric celebrates linguistic
diversity, Ingrid Piller shows that the reality is one of systemic inequality and disadvantage-and makes a
strong argument that linguistic questions should figure prominently on the social justice agendain the
twenty-first century.” --Deborah Cameron, Professor of Language and Communication, University of Oxford

"A vivid, powerful, and sober analysis of how language serves to entrench injustice and create indefensible
discrimination. Piller's wide-ranging book should inspire and shock both the general reader and the research
world." --Robert Phillipson, Professor Emeritus, Copenhagen Business School (Denmark), and author of
books on language policy, linguistic imperialism, and language rights

"Highly recommended."--Choice

"Ingrid Piller presents a powerful case for how language is variously overlooked or misunderstood as a factor
that entrenches disadvantage and inequality in a globalized society. She argues that discrimination based on
language persists, often justified by appeal to the false premise that individual s exercise complete control
over their own linguistic repertoires, and reinforced by tacit assumptions embedded in our cultural
practices."--New Books Network

"[T]histext is an excellent introduction to how language is connected to local and global power
structures.”--Linguist List

"Linguistic Diversity and Social Justice: An Introduction to Applied Sociolinguistic meets the author's goal

of linking linguistic discrimination with other forms of injustice and discrimination. Throughout the book,
the author includes illuminating examples and anecdotes of each concept under discussion... The examplesin
each chapter are enlightening, surprising, and heart-breaking. The reader does not need to be a sociolinguist



in order to understand the premise of this book; the book cites very few sociolinguistic studies, in
fact...Nevertheless, for readers with no background in (socio)linguistics, thistext is an excellent introduction
to how language is connected to local and global power structures."--Linguist List

"The book offers a thorough and powerful analysis of how language-related issues stand in relation to
injustice and discrimination. Today's globalized world might celebrate linguistic diversity rhetorically, but
the author shows that reality is quite different - one of systemic inequality and disadvantage ... Piller has the
experience and expertise to write a volume such as this one, and she has done an amazing and thorough job.
The book constitutes an important contribution to language related issues and socia justice correlation in
today's globalized world."-- International Journal of Bilingual Education and Bilingualism

About the Author

Ingrid Piller is Professor of Applied Linguistics at Macquarie University, Sydney, Australia. Her research
expertiseisin Intercultural Communication, the Sociolinguistics of Language Learning and Multilingualism,
and Bilingual Education. She serves as editor-in-chief of the international sociolinguistics journal
Multilingua and curates the sociolinguistics portal Language on the Move.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Méelvin Loch:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Try and
pick one book that you never know the inside because don't evaluate book by its cover may doesn't work the
following is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not because fantastic asin the
outside look likes. Maybe you answer could be Linguistic Diversity and Socia Justice: An Introduction to
Applied Saciolinguistics why because the amazing cover that make you consider concerning the content will
not disappoint anyone. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Y our
reading 6th sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Danidl Grinder:

Beside that Linguistic Diversity and Socia Justice: An Introduction to Applied Sociolinguisticsin your
phone, it may give you away to get nearer to the new knowledge or details. The information and the
knowledge you might got here is fresh from oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an outdated
people live in narrow village. It is good thing to have Linguistic Diversity and Social Justice: An
Introduction to Applied Sociolinguistics because this book offers to you readable information. Do you
oftentimes have book but you do not get what it's about. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you
have this with your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, including treasuring
beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss the item? Find this book and also read it from today!



Andrew Nixon:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you could haveitin e-
book way, more simple and reachable. This specific Linguistic Diversity and Socia Justice: An Introduction
to Applied Sociolinguistics can give you alot of buddies because by you considering this one book you have
matter that they don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. This book can be one of a step
for you to get success. This e-book offer you information that might be your friend doesn't understand, by
knowing more than various other make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? We need to have
Linguistic Diversity and Social Justice: An Introduction to Applied Sociolinguistics.

AmandaKline

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from that. Y ou can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is created or printed or illustrated from each source which filled update of
news. In this particular modern eralike right now, many ways to get information are available for you. From
media social similar to newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and
comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book?
Or just searching for the Linguistic Diversity and Social Justice: An Introduction to Applied Sociolinguistics
when you required it?
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