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John Milton's celebrated epic poem exploring the cosmological, moral and
spiritual origins of man's existence

In Paradise Lost Milton produced poem of epic scale, conjuring up avast, awe-
inspiring cosmos and ranging across huge tracts of space and time, populated by
amemorable gallery of grotesques. And yet, in putting a charismatic Satan and
naked, innocent Adam and Eve at the centre of this story, he also created an
intensely human tragedy on the Fall of Man. Written when Milton wasin his
fifties - blind, bitterly disappointed by the Restoration and in danger of execution
- Paradise Lost's apparent ambivalence towards authority has led to intense
debate about whether it manages to 'justify the ways of God to men', or exposes
the cruelty of Christianity.

For more than seventy years, Penguin has been the leading publisher of classic
literature in the English-speaking world. With more than 1,700 titles, Penguin
Classics represents a global bookshelf of the best works throughout history and
across genres and disciplines. Readerstrust the seriesto provide authoritative
texts enhanced by introductions and notes by distinguished scholars and
contemporary authors, as well as up-to-date tranglations by award-winning
translators.
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John Milton's celebrated epic poem exploring the cosmological, moral and spiritual origins of man's
existence

In Paradise Lost Milton produced poem of epic scale, conjuring up avast, awe-inspiring cosmos and ranging
across huge tracts of space and time, populated by a memorable gallery of grotesques. And yet, in putting a
charismatic Satan and naked, innocent Adam and Eve at the centre of this story, he also created an intensely
human tragedy on the Fall of Man. Written when Milton was in hisfifties - blind, bitterly disappointed by the
Restoration and in danger of execution - Paradise Lost's apparent ambival ence towards authority hasled to
intense debate about whether it manages to 'justify the ways of God to men', or exposes the cruelty of
Christianity.

For more than seventy years, Penguin has been the leading publisher of classic literature in the English-
speaking world. With more than 1,700 titles, Penguin Classics represents a global bookshelf of the best
works throughout history and across genres and disciplines. Readers trust the series to provide authoritative
texts enhanced by introductions and notes by distinguished scholars and contemporary authors, as well as
up-to-date trandations by award-winning trandators.
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Editorial Review

Review
“In this landmark edition, teachers will discover a powerful ally in bringing the excitement of Milton’s
poetry and prose to new generations of students.”—William C. Dowling, Rutgers University

“This magnificent edition gives us everything we need to read Milton intelligently and with fresh
perception.”—William H. Pritchard, Amherst College

From the Publisher

Thisisthefirst fully-annotated, old-spelling edition of Paradise Lost to be published in this century. It
surveysin itsintroduction and incorporates in its notes the large amount of criticism published between 1965
and the present--not to mention the criticism that began with Dryden, Addison, Samuel Johnson, and
William Blake--and it reflects critical perspectives from New Criticism to Deconstruction, from Philology to
New Historicism and Feminism. On the page, the book combines the look and feel of original editions with
the convenience of wide margins and thorough annotation.

About the Author

John Milton (1608-1674) spent his early yearsin scholarly pursuit. In 1649 he took up the cause for the new
Commonwealth, defending the English revolution both in English and Latin - and sacrificing his eyesight in
the process. He risked his lifeby publishing The Ready and Easy Way to Establish a Free Commonwealth on
the eve of the Restoration (1660). His great poems were published after this political defeat.

John Leonard isaProfessor of English at the University of Western Ontario.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
FrancesLawler:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add
your knowledge by the publication entitled Paradise Lost (Penguin Classics). Try to face the book Paradise
Lost (Penguin Classics) as your close friend. It means that it can to become your friend when you sense
alone and beside regarding course make you smarter than in the past. Y eah, it is very fortuned for yourself.
The book makes you a lot more confidence because you can know every little thing by the book. So , we
should make new experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Joanne Starks:

The reason? Because this Paradise Lost (Penguin Classics) is an unordinary book that the inside of the guide
waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will surprise you with the secret the ideainside. Reading this
book adjacent to it was fantastic author who else write the book in such remarkable way makes the content
within easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning totally. So, it isgood for you
because of not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This unique book will give you a



lot of positive aspects than the other book possess such as help improving your expertise and your critical
thinking method. So , still want to postpone having that book? If | were being you | will go to the publication
store hurriedly.

William Sanchez:

This Paradise Lost (Penguin Classics) is great book for you because the content which can be full of
information for you who all always deal with world and aso have to make decision every minute. Thiskind
of book reveal it data accurately using great arrange word or we can point out ho rambling sentences inside
it. Soif you are read this hurriedly you can have whole factsin it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight
forward sentences but challenging core information with attractive delivering sentences. Having Paradise
Lost (Penguin Classics) in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, datain it is not ridiculous one.
We can say that no guide that offer you world in ten or fifteen minute right but this book already do that. So ,
thisis good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt in which?

William Sam:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you could haveitin
e-book way, more simple and reachable. That Paradise Lost (Penguin Classics) can give you alot of good
friends because by you taking alook at this one book you have factor that they don't and make you actually
more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of one step for you to get success. This e-book
offer you information that might be your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than additional make you
to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? We should have Paradise Lost (Penguin Classics).
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