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Editorial Review

From Booklist
The main lexical references for Shakespeare scholars in the twentieth century were first Alexander Schmidt's
two-volume Shakespeare Lexicon (1874) and later C. T. Onions' Shakespeare Glossary, which appeared in
1911 and was revised by Onions in 1919. A further revision in 1986, by Robert D. Eagleson, kept Onions in
print but failed, to some extent, to satisfy scholars. The new Shakespeare's Words seems likely to fill the
void created by the superannuated Onions.

Using the New Penguin Shakespeare as their text, the editors, linguist David Crystal and his actor son Ben
Crystal, first collected all of the "problem" words flagged by the Penguin editors and then scoured the plays
and sonnets for additional "difficult" words--especially words that are no longer current or that have
developed a different sense since Shakespeare's time. After a few further additions, their entries totaled
21,263 under 13,626 headwords.

Rather than defining a word by listing a single near synonym, the Crystals decided that a system called
lexical triangulation would better reflect the complexity of Shakespeare's language. Most entries have three
glosses, each providing a slightly different slant. For example, englut is glossed as "swallow up, gulp down,
devour." Each entry includes part of speech, an illustrative quotation (with text and context identified), and
selected references to other occurrences. Sidebars contain brief tutorials on address forms, money, weapons,
and more.

Readers newly acquainted with Shakespeare will benefit greatly by browsing through the Crystals' list of 100
frequently encountered words, which are accompanied by more illustrative quotations than are provided
elsewhere. Other useful features are a chronology, plot synopses, diagrams illustrating interactions of
characters, and 16 appendixes providing brief definitions for historical people, places, foreign terms, and
other vocabulary not found in the A-Z section.

This is a most ambitious work that will be of immense value to student and scholar alike, a worthy successor
to the landmark volumes that preceded it. Recommended for large public and academic libraries. RBB
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review
A fresh look at the vocabulary of Shakespeare's poems and plays including a glossary of nearly 14,000 words
and meanings. Ideal for aficionados and amateurs alike, either as a quick reference or as a basis for in-depth
research.

About the Author
David Crystal is one of the most authoritative commentators on the English language, and amongst many
other things a contributor to the Oxford Companion to Shakespeare. He lives in Anglesey, Wales. Ben
Crystal, David's son, is an actor and lives in London (NW1). Stanley Wells, who has written the preface, is
General Editor of the Oxford Shakespeare and Associate Editor of the New Penguin Shakespeare series.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


Sheri Furlong:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing
for us to find out everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or maybe goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They may be
reading whatever they take because their hobby is reading a book. How about the person who don't like
studying a book? Sometime, individual feel need book once they found difficult problem or even exercise.
Well, probably you will require this Shakespeare's Words: A Glossary and Language Companion.

Barbara Wheat:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With reading you can get
a lot of information that could give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can
share their idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their own reader with
their story or even their experience. Not only situation that share in the guides. But also they write about the
ability about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
kids, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors in this world always try to improve their
expertise in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write to their book. One of them is this
Shakespeare's Words: A Glossary and Language Companion.

Sonia Cote:

This Shakespeare's Words: A Glossary and Language Companion is great publication for you because the
content that is full of information for you who always deal with world and still have to make decision every
minute. That book reveal it information accurately using great arrange word or we can point out no rambling
sentences inside. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only
offers you straight forward sentences but challenging core information with wonderful delivering sentences.
Having Shakespeare's Words: A Glossary and Language Companion in your hand like obtaining the world in
your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no e-book that offer you world in ten or fifteen
minute right but this book already do that. So , this can be good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. busy do you
still doubt in which?

Robert Burmeister:

E-book is one of source of information. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but native
or citizen want book to know the change information of year to be able to year. As we know those ebooks
have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the world.
Through the book Shakespeare's Words: A Glossary and Language Companion we can acquire more
advantage. Don't one to be creative people? To be creative person must love to read a book. Just choose the
best book that suitable with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life with that book Shakespeare's
Words: A Glossary and Language Companion. You can more desirable than now.
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