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From a highly decorated general, a brilliant new way of understanding war and
its role in the twenty-first century.

Drawing on his vast experience as a commander during the first Gulf War, and in
Bosnia, Kosovo, and Northern Ireland, General Rupert Smith gives us a probing
analysis of modern war. He demonstrates why today’s conflicts must be
understood as intertwined political and military events, and makes clear why the
current model of total war has failed in Iraq, Afghanistan, and other recent
campaigns. Smith offers a compelling contemporary vision for how to secure our
world and the consequences of ignoring the new, shifting face of war.
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Editorial Review

From Booklist
In his opening remarks, Smith provocatively states, "war no longer exists." Of course, he does not mean that
mass organized violence has ended; rather, he refers to the end of large-scale industrialized warfare
characterized by the use of massive tank columns supported by the application of intensive air power. Smith,
who spent 40 years in the British army, including service in the first Gulf War, Bosnia, and Northern Ireland,
maintains the development of nuclear weapons has essentially made such warfare obsolete. Current and
especially future wars fought by Western powers are likely to be low-intensity conflicts, often waged against
stateless opponents. Because it is not practical or even possible to win these struggles through the application
of purely military force, Smith insists a revolution, or new paradigm, must occur in our conception of these
struggles. As a start, we must understand the political context in which our adversaries act. Once identified,
political objectives must always drive the military efforts, Smith insists, even at the expense of "sound"
military strategy. Jay Freeman
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review

“One of the most important books on modern warfare in the last decade. We would be better off if the United
States had a few more generals like him.” —The Washington Post Book World

 

“An impressive and absorbing work of military analysis. . . . Smith is the Clausewitz of low-intensity conflict
and peacekeeping operations. . . . He brilliantly lays bare the newfound limits of Western military power.”
—The New York Times Book Review

 

“It is hard to overstate the devastating nature of this book as an indictment of almost everything the West has
done in recent years, and is doing today.” —The Sunday Telegraph

“A closely argued, searching textbook on strategy and the efficient use of military power in the post-Cold
War era.” —The New York Times

About the Author
General Rupert Smith spent 40 years in the British Army, commanding the UK Armoured Division in the
Gulf War, general in charge in Northern Ireland, commander of the UN forces in Bosnia and Deputy
Commander of NATO. He lives in London.

Users Review

From reader reviews:
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Crystal Freeman:

Book is written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can realize everything you want by a guide.
Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important issue to bring us around the world. Close to that
you can your reading expertise was fluently. A publication The Utility of Force: The Art of War in the
Modern World will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know
about anything. But some of you think which open or reading the book make you bored. It is not make you
fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or suited book with you?

William Kozak:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold
on guys this specific aren't like that. This The Utility of Force: The Art of War in the Modern World book is
readable by means of you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for
enjoyable studying experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you.
The writer involving The Utility of Force: The Art of War in the Modern World content conveys prospect
easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content material but it
just different by means of it. So , do you nevertheless thinking The Utility of Force: The Art of War in the
Modern World is not loveable to be your top record reading book?

David Blackwood:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray an individual, why because this The Utility of Force: The Art of War
in the Modern World book written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book which might be
understand by anyone who else read the book. Written inside good manner for you, leaking every ideas and
composing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still hesitation The Utility of Force: The Art of
War in the Modern World as good book not only by the cover but also by the content. This is one book that
can break don't determine book by its include, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick that!? Oh
come on your reading through sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to an additional
sixth sense.

Bernie Watts:

You are able to spend your free time to learn this book this book. This The Utility of Force: The Art of War
in the Modern World is simple to create you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train and soon. If
you did not include much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make
you much easier to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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