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Every summer, Rose goes with her mom and dad to a lake house in Awago
Beach. It's their getaway, their refuge. Rosie's friend Windy is always there, too,
like the little sister she never had. But this summer is different. Rose's mom and
dad won't stop fighting, and when Rose and Windy seek a distraction from the
drama, they find themselves with a whole new set of problems. One of the local
teens - just a couple of years older than Rose and Windy - is caught up in
something bad... Something life threatening.

It's a summer of secrets, and sorrow, and growing up, and it's a good thing Rose
and Windy have each other.

This One Summer is a tremendously exciting new teen graphic novel from two
creators with true literary clout. Cousins Mariko and Jillian Tamaki, the team
behind Skim, have collaborated on this gorgeous, heartbreaking, and ultimately
hopeful story about a girl on the cusp of childhood - a story of renewal and
revelation.
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Editorial Review

From School Library Journal
Gr 8 Up—Every summer, Rose and her parents vacation at a lakeside cottage. The rest of the world fades
away as Rose reunites with her friend Windy and delves into leisurely games of MASH, swimming, and the
joy of digging giant holes in the sand—but this summer is different. Rose is on the cusp of adolescence; she's
not ready to leave childhood behind but is fascinated by the drama of the local teens who are only a few
years older, yet a universe apart in terms of experience. They drink, they smoke, they swear. As Rose and
Windy dip their toes into the mysterious waters of teen life by experimenting with new vocabulary ("sluts!")
and renting horror movies, her parents struggle with their own tensions that seem incomprehensible to Rose.
Layers of story unfurl gradually as the narrative falls into the dreamlike rhythm of summer. Slice-of-life
scenes are gracefully juxtaposed with a complex exploration of the fragile family dynamic after loss and
Rose's ambivalence toward growing up. The mood throughout is thoughtful, quiet, almost meditative. The
muted tones of the monochromatic blue-on-white illustrations are perfectly suited to the contemplative
timbre, and the writing and images deserve multiple reads to absorb their subtleties. This captivating graphic
novel presents a fully realized picture of a particular time in a young girl's life, an in-between summer filled
with yearning and a sense of ephemerality. The story resolves with imperfect hope and will linger in readers'
mind through changing seasons.—Allison Tran, Mission Viejo Library, CA

From Booklist
*Starred Review* Mariko and Jillian Tamaki earned critical acclaim for Skim (2008), and they return here
with another coming-of-age tale about the awkward transition from carefree childhood to jaded, self-
conscious young adulthood. Rose and her parents spend every summer at their lakeside cabin in Awago,
right down the path from Rose’s best friend, Windy, and her family. They spend lazy days collecting rocks
on the beach, riding bikes, swimming, and having barbecues. But this summer, Rose’s parents are constantly
fighting, and her mother seems resentful and sad. In that unspoken way kids pick up on their parents’
hardships, Rose starts lashing out at Windy and grasping at what she thinks of as adulthood—turning up her
nose at silliness (at which Windy excels), watching gory horror movies, reading fashion magazines, and
joining in the bullying of a local teenage girl who finds herself in a tough spot. Jillian Tamaki’s tender
illustrations, all rendered in a deep purpley blue, depict roiling water, midnight skies, Windy’s frenetic sugar
highs, and Rose’s mostly aloof but often poignantly distressed facial expressions with equal aplomb. With a
light touch, the Tamakis capture the struggle of growing up in a patchwork of summer moments that lead to
a conclusion notably absent of lessons. Wistful, touching, and perfectly bittersweet. Grades 8-11. --Sarah
Hunter

Review

“*This book is poignant and melancholy, and it will be swiftly recognizable to those who only recently
hovered at the cusp of adolesence.” ?BCCB, STARRED REVIEW

“*This captivating graphic novel presents a fully realized picture of a particular time in a young girl's life, an
in-between summer filled with yearning and a sense of ephemerality.” ?School Library Journal, STARRED
REVIEW

“*A summer of family drama, secrets and change in a small beach town . . . Keenly observed and gorgeously
illustrated - a triumph.” ?Kirkus Reviews, STARRED REVIEW
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“*With a light touch, the Tamakis capture the struggle of growing up in a patchwork of summer moments . .
. Wistful, touching, and perfectly bittersweet.” ?Booklist, STARRED REVIEW

“This One Summer teeters on the fault line of preadolescence, as cozy childhood naivety washes away to
reveal the dark complexities of adult life. Jillian Tamaki might be the best illustrator in the entire biz – her
drawings are immersive, sensual and overwhelmingly beautiful. A magic synergy is kindled when paired
with the storytelling of her cousin Mariko, who implements the best elements of graphic novels, manga,
bande dessinée and modern literary prose to awaken a world of sophisticated naturalism. I loved it.” ?Craig
Thompson

“Jillian’s art is simply gorgeous, and the perfect companion to the beautiful?and sometimes painful?truth
behind Mariko’s every word.” ?Stephanie Perkins

“This One Summer is so vivid and beautifully told, that I saw, heard, and felt every moment. This tender and
oh-so-true story of one girl's pivotal summer is a stand-out.” ?Deb Caletti

“I just want to live forever in the pages that Mariko and Jillian create. Exquisite, subtly layered storytelling
of both words and art, and a punch when you least expect it?a rare treasure of a book, like a summer caught
and pressed between the pages.” ?Svetlana Chmakova

“I read this in July, and spent the rest of the summer thinking about it. Every bike on a dusty road and
gleefully swimming kid made me think about this book, and how it so eloquently and perfectly captures the
feeling of summer-- slow, lazy and somehow hectic and astounding and full-- that we spend every year after
the age of 18 trying to remember. ” ?Lucy Knisley

“This One Summer is a precisely written, exquisitely illustrated exploration of the moment when childhood
tips over into adolescence. For the second time the Tamakis have raised the bar for young adult comics.”
?Hope Larson

“The most beautiful thing I've ever seen.” ?Faith Erin Hicks

“This One Summer is a beautiful, relatable story of that summer everyone has had, where things happen
around you but nothing happens to you.” ?Julie Halpern

“Read this and remember that time. Read this and feel the innocence and the intimate, wrestling out at the
beach. Read this and keep it like a secret, or let it run wild like a bonfire night. Read this for the joy and the
grit, the tears and the sunburn, what you can't remember and what you'll never forget. Read This One
Summer and swear you were there.” ?Daniel Handler

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Frank Miller:

Here thing why this kind of This One Summer are different and reputable to be yours. First of all examining
a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content of computer which is the content is as delicious as food
or not. This One Summer giving you information deeper including different ways, you can find any book out
there but there is no guide that similar with This One Summer. It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open



up your own eyes about the thing that will happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened around
you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your way home by train. In case you are
having difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form of This One Summer in e-book can be your
option.

Janet Magnuson:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information these days can get by anyone in
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even a concern. What people must be
consider when those information which is inside former life are challenging be find than now is taking
seriously which one is appropriate to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you
obtain the unstable resource then you understand it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage
for you. All those possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take This One Summer as your daily
resource information.

Christopher Hunnicutt:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book particularly book entitled
This One Summer your brain will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every single aspect that
maybe not known for but surely will become your mind friends. Imaging every single word written in a
guide then become one form conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get prior to. The This One
Summer giving you another experience more than blown away your head but also giving you useful facts for
your better life on this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind will
probably be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary
spending spare time activity?

Adela Valenti:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many query for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading.
Some people likes studying, not only science book but additionally novel and This One Summer or perhaps
others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the good a book, you feel desire to read
more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those ebooks are
helping them to include their knowledge. In various other case, beside science book, any other book likes
This One Summer to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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