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Visions of Social Control is a wide ranging analysis of recent shifts in ideas and
practices for dealing with crime and delinquency.
In Great Britain, North America and Western Europe, the 1960's saw new
theories and styles of social control which seemed to undermine the whole basis
of the established system. Such slogans as 'decarceration' and 'division' radically
changed the dominance of the prison, the power of professionals and the crime-
control system itself.

Stanley Cohen traces the historical roots of these apparent changes and reforms,
demonstrates in detail their often paradoxical results and speculates on the whole
future of social control in Western societies. He has produced an entirely original
synthesis of the original literature as well as an introductory guide to the major
theoreticians of social control, such as David Rothman and Michael Foucault.
This is not just a book for the specialist in criminology, social problems and the
sociology of deviance but raises a whole range of issues of much wider interest to
the social sciences. A concluding chapter on the practical and policy implications
of the analysis is of special relevance to social workers and other practitioners.

This is an indispensable book for anyone who wants to make sense of the
bewildering recent shifts in ideology and policy towards crime - and to
understand the broader sociological implications of the study of social control.
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Editorial Review

Review
"A major achievement ... in range and in analysis it is quite the best thing to have appeared in the area for
many years."

Sociological Review

"A model worthy of emulation and a challenge to all, regardless of theoretical, methodological or ideological
persuasion."

American Journal of Sociology

"A rich, provocative, and at times brilliant analysis of social control, punishment and classification. Cohen's
use of historical, theoretical and empirical description, his unique vision and objective argumentation, and
his compassion and involvement with the issues make this an essential text for anyone interested in social
control... Cohen has permanently broadened and illuminated the discourse in this field."

Law and Society Review

From the Back Cover
Visions of Social Control is a wide ranging analysis of recent shifts in ideas and practices for dealing with
crime and delinquency.
In Great Britain, North America and Western Europe, the 1960's saw new theories and styles of social
control which seemed to undermine the whole basis of the established system. Such slogans as
'decarceration' and 'division' radically changed the dominance of the prison, the power of professionals and
the crime-control system itself.

Stanley Cohen traces the historical roots of these apparent changes and reforms, demonstrates in detail their
often paradoxical results and speculates on the whole future of social control in Western societies. He has
produced an entirely original synthesis of the original literature as well as an introductory guide to the major
theoreticians of social control, such as David Rothman and Michael Foucault. This is not just a book for the
specialist in criminology, social problems and the sociology of deviance but raises a whole range of issues of
much wider interest to the social sciences. A concluding chapter on the practical and policy implications of
the analysis is of special relevance to social workers and other practitioners.

This is an indispensable book for anyone who wants to make sense of the bewildering recent shifts in
ideology and policy towards crime - and to understand the broader sociological implications of the study of
social control.
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Users Review

From reader reviews:

Harold Martinez:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yeah, you can
choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a
stroll, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open as well as read a book entitled Visions of Social
Control: Crime, Punishment and Classification? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You understand
beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you
agree with their opinion or you have additional opinion?

Susan Tokarz:

What do you concerning book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you need something
to explain what you problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy person? If you don't have spare
time to accomplish others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you have extra time?
What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They need to answer that question due to the fact just
their can do which. It said that about guide. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is proper. Because start
from on jardín de infancia until university need this kind of Visions of Social Control: Crime, Punishment
and Classification to read.

Chad Steinberger:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be revise about what going on or details even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era which is always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe
can update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems coming
to an individual is you don't know which one you should start with. This Visions of Social Control: Crime,
Punishment and Classification is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, since this
book serves what you want and want in this era.

Derick Heinz:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got pupils? We believe that that query was
given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And you
know that little person including reading or as reading become their hobby. You need to understand that
reading is very important as well as book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to provide you
knowledge, except your current teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update concerning something
by book. Many kinds of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is this Visions of Social
Control: Crime, Punishment and Classification.
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