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Every year more and more Europeans, including Germans, are embracing Islam.
It is estimated that there are now up to one hundred thousand German converts--a
number similar to that in France and the United Kingdom. What stands out about
recent conversions is that they take place at a time when Islam is increasingly
seen as contrary to European values. Being German, Becoming Muslim explores
how Germans come to Islam within this antagonistic climate, how they manage
to balance their love for Islam with their society's fear of it, how they relate to
immigrant Muslims, and how they shape debates about race, religion, and
belonging in today's Europe.

Esra Özyürek looks at how mainstream society marginalizes converts and
questions their national loyalties. In turn, converts try to disassociate themselves
from migrants of Muslim-majority countries and promote a denationalized Islam
untainted by Turkish or Arab traditions. Some German Muslims believe that once
cleansed of these accretions, the Islam that surfaces fits in well with German
values and lifestyle. Others even argue that being a German Muslim is wholly
compatible with the older values of the German Enlightenment.

Being German, Becoming Muslim provides a fresh window into the connections
and tensions stemming from a growing religious phenomenon in Germany and
beyond.
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Editorial Review

Review
"The result of her research is a fascinating exploration of the dynamics of Islam in contemporary Germany,
seen through the prism of its capital, Berlin. Her account provides a multifaceted profile of the many faces of
Islam in one Western European country, and it offers readers a good sense of the diversity of contemporary
Sunni Muslims in Germany. . . . [A]n excellent study."--Ursula King, Times Higher Education

"This book provides a judicious and well thought-through consideration of such contradictions and
challenges in the lives of German Muslims and offers a fascinating discussion on blurring boundaries
between Germans and Muslim, and the changing realities of European identity."--Dr. Digdem Soyaltin,
Turkish Review

"This book is remarkable."--Ruth Mandel, History and Anthropology

"Özyürek's Being German, Becoming Muslim makes a welcome and distinctive contribution to--as the
subtitle sums up--the study of Race, religion and conversion in the New Europe."--Nasar Meer, History and
Anthropology

"An engaging, poignant study of how the different paths taken by converts converge in life-long, collective
practices of self-pedagogy that involve learning how to negotiate German secular-Christian social norms and
institutions."--Paul A. Silverstein, History and Anthropology

"A powerful work about the politics of inclusion and exclusion, security and threat, and recognition and
fairness."--Joel Robbins, History and Anthropology

"A groundbreaking book that sheds much light on the lives of German converts to Islam, their ways of
becoming Muslims and being German in the aftermath of conversion, their ambivalent relationships with
immigrant Muslims, their strategies and struggles with respect to broadening a space of Islam, and even
making it a German religion, and finally their curious relationship with the Salafis in Germany."--Erdem
Dikici, Islam and Christian-Muslim Relations

From the Back Cover

"Through thoughtful portraits, Özyürek explores the dilemmas faced by converts to Islam in Germany, where
new Muslims are seeking nonethnic forms of the religion. She shows how these converts are finding an
original way to be German through their Islam--a discovery that seems dangerous to some in the German
state. A clear, convincing account of new Muslims in a European land."--John Bowen, author of Can Islam
Be French?

"In a society where 'Muslim' has come to imply 'nonwhite immigrant,' and where German-Islam for many is
a contradiction of identity, how do native German Muslims tread across these conundra? Özyürek's engaging
and penetrating book leads us through the issues and reveals as much about Germany and a select group of
Germans as it does about Islam."--Ruth Mandel, University College London

"This book offers both a call and a hope. Özyürek shows the tremendous role of Muslim converts in making



Islam a German and European religion, and she calls converts to meet this challenge. She also presents the
common hope of everyone 'living together' in unity, and her book is an important contribution to the
achievement of this goal."--Tariq Ramadan, University of Oxford

"Given the current position of Islam in Europe, why do Europeans convert? What do the experiences of
converts reveal about contemporary life, particularly in Germany? This rich book offers a new perspective
and entrée into the discussion of religion in Europe."--Damani J. Partridge, University of Michigan

"Özyürek has written an engaging, highly readable portrait of German converts to Islam who have become
key figures in public debates over the future of the country as a multireligious, multiethnic polity. The book
serves as a primer on the history of Islam in Germany and plumbs the limits of European secularism. A
pleasure to read."--Paul Silverstein, Reed College

About the Author
Esra Özyürek is an associate professor at the European Institute of the London School of Economics. She is
the author of Nostalgia for the Modern: State Secularism and Everyday Politics in Turkey.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Bernard Martin:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yep, you can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to
take a walk, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or read a book eligible Being German,
Becoming Muslim: Race, Religion, and Conversion in the New Europe? Maybe it is for being best activity
for you. You realize beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can better than before. Do
you agree with the opinion or you have some other opinion?

Jeanne Gonzales:

Book will be written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can know everything you want by a e-book.
Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important factor to bring us around the world.
Close to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A guide Being German, Becoming Muslim: Race,
Religion, and Conversion in the New Europe will make you to always be smarter. You can feel a lot more
confidence if you can know about everything. But some of you think that will open or reading some sort of
book make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you looking for best
book or appropriate book with you?

Willie Alford:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive today, people have
do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and notice by
surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated this for a while is reading. Sure, by
reading a book your ability to survive increase then having chance to remain than other is high. To suit your



needs who want to start reading a new book, we give you this Being German, Becoming Muslim: Race,
Religion, and Conversion in the New Europe book as beginner and daily reading e-book. Why, because this
book is more than just a book.

Edith Manning:

A lot of book has printed but it is different. You can get it by net on social media. You can choose the most
beneficial book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is known as of
book Being German, Becoming Muslim: Race, Religion, and Conversion in the New Europe. Contain your
knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make you actually
happier to read. It is most critical that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one destination
to other place.
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