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Editorial Review

Review

"the living edge of religious and spiritual development in the world"

             Professor Gary D. Bouma, Monash University, Australia

From the Back Cover

Unique local transformations of the practice of established religions in Asia and the Pacific are juxtaposed
with the emergence of new religious movements whose incidence is growing across the region.  In Flows of
Faith, the contributing authors take as their starting point questions of how religions manifest outside their
cultural boundaries and provide the basis for new social identities, political movements and social
transformations.    

With fresh insights into the globalization of beliefs, their local inflections, and their institutionalization, the
authors explore how old and new religions work in different settings, and how their reception and
membership challenge orthodox understandings of religion and culture.

The chapters – set in Asia, the Pacific, Australia, and the US – illustrate the contrasts and commonalities of
these belief systems, and their allegiances and networks in the region and beyond. They include new
religious movements – Falun Gong, Brahma Kumaris, the Hare Krishna movement, based in East and South
Asia with outreach posts in Australia and the U.S. –  and established ‘old’ religions – Christianity,
Buddhism, Hinduism and Islam – that are revitalized and recreated in different settings and places.

Flows of Faith describes the transnational reaches of faith.  Religious practices and their local manifestations
track the movement of peoples, through mission outreach, flight, migration, and pilgrimage. In each new
setting, religions are shaped by and in turn shape political and cultural forces, proving that they are resilient
and generative, originary and distinctive.

The volume is a major contribution, providing readers with a fresh and creative approach into the living
experience of religious communities in a contemporary globalised world.

About the Author

Lenore Manderson is an inaugural ARC Federation Fellow and Professor of Medical Anthropology at
Monash University. She has conducted research in anthropology, social history and public health in
Australia, South East and East Asia, and Africa, and has a broad interest in social inclusion, inequality, 
health, illness and wellbeing, and the social and political-economic factors that shape the human condition.
She is co-editor of Chronic Conditions, Fluid States (2010) and author, among other works, of Surface
Tensions (2011).

Wendy Smith is Director of the Centre for Malaysian Studies, Monash Asia Institute, and Senior Lecturer,
Department of Management, Faculty of Business and Economics, Monash University. She has conducted
extensive research in both Malaysia and Japan, and has research interests in cross-cultural management,



employee relations in Asia, Japanese management transfer, international business, social protection in
Malaysia, globalized religious organizations, managing religious diversity in the workplace, and  Islamic
work ethics.

Matt Tomlinson is a lecturer in anthropology at Monash University. He is the author of In God’s Image:
The Metaculture of Fijian Christianity (University of California Press, 2009) and co-editor of The Limits of
Meaning: Case Studies in the Anthropology of Christianity (Berghahn, 2006).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Norris Patterson:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be upgrade about what going on or facts even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era and that is always change and make progress.
Some of you maybe can update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice in your case but the
problems coming to an individual is you don't know what one you should start with. This Flows of Faith:
Religious Reach and Community in Asia and the Pacific is our recommendation to make you keep up with
the world. Why, because book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Chad Wright:

The book untitled Flows of Faith: Religious Reach and Community in Asia and the Pacific contain a lot of
information on that. The writer explains the girl idea with easy means. The language is very simple to
implement all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read that. The book was published by
famous author. The author provides you in the new era of literary works. It is possible to read this book
because you can read more your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime.
In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can available their official web-site as well as order it.
Have a nice go through.

Jennifer Lorenzo:

You may spend your free time to see this book this guide. This Flows of Faith: Religious Reach and
Community in Asia and the Pacific is simple bringing you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach,
train and also soon. If you did not have much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy the e-book.
It is make you simpler to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

James Cummings:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside with friends, fun activity together with family or
just watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by looking at a book.
Ugh, do you think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It fine
you can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Flows of Faith: Religious



Reach and Community in Asia and the Pacific which is obtaining the e-book version. So , why not try out
this book? Let's notice.
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