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Featuring more than seventy thought-provoking selections drawn from
contemporary journalism, reviews, program notes, memoirs, interviews, and
other sources, Keeping Time: Readings in Jazz History, Second Edition, brings to
life the controversies and critical issues that have accompanied more than 100
years of jazz history. This unique volume gives voice to awide range of
perspectives which stress different reactions to and uses of jazz, both within and
across communities, enabling readers to see that jazz is not just about names,
dates, and chords, but rather about issues and ideas, cultural activities, and
experiences that have affected people deeply in a great variety of ways.
Selections include contributions from well-known figures such as Jelly Rall
Morton, Billie Holiday, Charles Mingus, Louis Armstrong, Dizzy Gillespie, and
Miles Davis; from renowned writers including Langston Hughes, Norman
Mailer, and Ralph Ellison; and from critics and historians ranging from Gunther
Schuller and Christopher Small to Sherrie Tucker and George Lipsitz. Filled with
insightful writing, Keeping Time aims to increase historical awareness, to
provoke critical thinking, and to encourage lively classroom discussion as
students relive the intriguing story of jazz.
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Featuring more than seventy thought-provoking selections drawn from contemporary journalism, reviews,
program notes, memoirs, interviews, and other sources, Keeping Time: Readingsin Jazz History, Second
Edition, bringsto life the controversies and critical issues that have accompanied more than 100 years of jazz
history. This unique volume gives voice to awide range of perspectives which stress different reactions to
and uses of jazz, both within and across communities, enabling readers to see that jazz is not just about
names, dates, and chords, but rather about issues and ideas, cultural activities, and experiences that have
affected people deeply in agreat variety of ways. Selections include contributions from well-known figures
such as Jelly Roll Morton, Billie Holiday, Charles Mingus, Louis Armstrong, Dizzy Gillespie, and Miles
Davis; from renowned writers including Langston Hughes, Norman Mailer, and Ralph Ellison; and from
critics and historians ranging from Gunther Schuller and Christopher Small to Sherrie Tucker and George
Lipsitz. Filled with insightful writing, Keeping Time aims to increase historical awareness, to provoke critical
thinking, and to encourage lively classroom discussion as students relive the intriguing story of jazz.
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Editorial Review

From Library Journal

These two compilations take very different approaches to understanding jazz. Keeping Timeisafairly
traditional documentary history, using newspaper and magazine articles, interviews, and excerpts from
autobiographies and secondary accounts. After explaining the early years of the music, Walser, chair of
musicology at UCLA, provides fascinating material dealing with the jazz age in the 1920s, swing in the
Thirties, and bebop in the Forties. The book is less convincing on the hard-bop 1950s, provides very little
information on the avant-garde in the next decade, and largely ignores Seventies fusion. It ends with an
excellent outline of the Wynton Marsalis-led return to traditionalism in the 1980s and a more general, less
satisfying examination of jazz today. The Jazz Cadence of America attempts to show the reciprocal effects of
jazz and American culture on each other. After dealing with definitions of "jazz," O'Meally (American
literature, Columbia; Lady Day: The Many Faces of Billie Holiday, LJ 11/1/91) traces the place of jazz in
American society; the influence of the music on painting, architecture, photography, film, and dance; jazz
history from different perspectives; and the impact of jazz on literature. Some sections provide fascinating
insights into the relationship of jazz to the other arts, especially painting and literature. However, the book
seldom shows the connection between jazz and American society or the effect of other aspects of American
culture on jazz. Despite obvious flaws, The Jazz Cadence offers an innovative approach to understanding
jazz within alarger social context. Complementing each other with little overlap, these two compilations are
recommended as classroom texts.?David P. Szatmary, Univ. of Washington, Seattle

Copyright 1998 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review

"No other source than Keeping Time gives such arich choice of material relating to the social, cultural,
historical, and economic conditions of jazz."--Peter Winkler, Sony Brook University

"The single most valuable jazz-history resource (print or otherwise) available today."--David Ake, University
of Nevada, Reno

"Walser offers amuch greater range of ideas and topics and a more solid critical approach [than other
collections on jazz]."--Geoffrey Block, University of Puget Sound

About the Author
Edited by Robert Walser, Professor of Music, Case Western Reserve University

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Gerri Townsend:

This Keeping Time: Readings in Jazz History book is not really ordinary book, you have after that it the
world isin your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book will be information inside this e-book
incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper you actually read alot of information you will get.
That Keeping Time: Readings in Jazz History without we realize teach the one who looking at it become
critical in considering and analyzing. Don't always be worry Keeping Time: Readings in Jazz History can
bring if you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves come to be full because you can have it within
your lovely laptop even cell phone. This Keeping Time: Readings in Jazz History having great arrangement
in word as well as layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Jody Tolar:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With looking at you can get alot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world could share their
idea. Publications can also inspire alot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their own reader with
their story aswell astheir experience. Not only situation that share in the publications. But also they write
about the knowledge about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how
to teach your young ones, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on this planet always
try to improve their expertise in writing, they also doing some study before they write on their book. One of
them isthis Keeping Time: Readings in Jazz History.

Sandra M aes;

Do you have something that you like such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to pick book like comic,
short story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not striving Keeping Time: Readings in Jazz
History that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied ssimply by reading this book. Reading habit all
over the world can be said as the method for people to know world far better then how they react towards the
world. It can't be stated constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants
to be success person. So, for every you who want to start reading as your good habit, it is possible to pick
Keeping Time: Readings in Jazz History become your current starter.

Barbara Davis:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got scholars? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. So you know that
little person similar to reading or as studying become their hobby. Y ou need to know that reading is very
important and also book asto be the issue. Book isimportant thing to increase you knowledge, except your
personal teacher or lecturer. Y ou discover good news or update in relation to something by book. Amount
types of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is Keeping Time: Readings in Jazz
History.
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