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Alice Loudon has it all: a devoted boyfriend, a marvelous circle of friends, a
challenging job as a research scientist. Then one morning, on her way to work,
she exchanges a lingering look with a man so devastatingly attractive he takes
her breath away. Adam Tallis is the essence of every female fantasy -- a daring
mountain climber who has been hailed as a hero. As a lover, he is more
passionate than Alice's wildest imaginings. Soon there isn't anything or anyone
she wouldn't give up to stay by his side. Now all she has is Adam, and life with
this stranger will take her to new heights of madness...and fear.

From internationally acclaimed author Nicci French comes a shattering tale that's
being called one of the best psychological thrillers of the year...
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
A critically acclaimed, bestselling British author (The Memory Game), French makes her American debut
with a stunning novel of sexual obsession. Alice Loudon has a wonderful boyfriend, Jake; a nice apartment
in London; good friends; and a satisfying job as a research manager in a pharmaceutical company. On her
way to work one morning, she locks eyes with a handsome man dressed in black, and cannot get him out of
her mind. Later that day, she finds him waiting for her and she plunges into an affair of such intensity that
she leaves Jake, neglects her friends and her health and even puts herself in great danger. "Sex had never
been like this. There had been indifferent sex, embarrassing sex, nasty sex, good sex, great sex. This was
more like obliterating sex." Alice's new lover, Adam Tallis, is a mountain climber and a hero. Guiding an ill-
fated expedition to the top of a Himalayan mountain, he risked his life to save over half the climbers
(although five people died). He seems perfect, but he reveals little about himself; he never laughs; and
sometimes he inflicts physical pain on Alice during sex. Despite the shocking revelations of a woman who
claims to be his former lover, Alice marries Adam. Soon she cannot ignore other frightening signals:
mysteriously threatening notes and incessant phone calls from someone who never speaks. After she meets
several more women from Adam's past, she pieces together his secrets, and sees his overwhelming love for
her in a more sinister light. With lucid and limber prose, French delves into Alice's thoughts as skillfully as
she describes the London setting. The pacing is swift and the dialogue sharp and realistic. The story's
thematic device is a cleverly imagined redoubling: the physical and psychic risks of mountain climbing
parallel Alice's journey towards a perilous sexual summit. "It had begun in rapture and finished in terror,"
reads a line near the end of the narrative. Every decade or so a psychological thriller appears that graphically
recounts an intelligent woman's willing sexual subjugation; this gripping novel joins that group. Literary
Guild, Doubleday Book Club and Mystery Guild featured alternates; film rights to Montecito Picture
Company.
Copyright 1999 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
Alice abandons everything, including her devoted boyfriend, when she spots mountain climber Adam Tallis.
But then hints of his dangerous past start to surface. French is a British journalist whose last book was a best
seller in her homeland. The publisher will issue all her novels here, and movie rights for this one have
already been sold.
Copyright 1999 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist
Alice Loudon, a nice British girl, has an ordinary but happy life: by day, she works as a research scientist; at
night, she goes home to considerate boyfriend Jake. Alice is content with her friends, lover, and lot in life--
until she locks eyes with a handsome stranger while walking to work. When she leaves the office, he is there,
and she willingly goes back to his flat, where they make love before even exchanging names. Alice's
relationship with Adam soon becomes a two-way obsession, and she leaves Jake to marry the mysterious
mountaineer. As Alice begins to find out about Adam's murky past, she becomes determined to discover who
she really married. On the surface, Alice's actions might seem far-fetched, but credit French's compelling
prose for making them seem not only understandable but necessary. Obsession is a common theme in
thrillers, but French injects it with new life in this roller-coaster ride of a story. Jenny McLarin
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Users Review

From reader reviews:

Charles Lemaster:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing
for us to understand everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or even goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book.
They are reading whatever they take because their hobby is reading a book. Think about the person who
don't like reading a book? Sometime, person feel need book once they found difficult problem as well as
exercise. Well, probably you will want this Killing Me Softly.

Jacqueline Harding:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As we
know that book is very important for people. The book Killing Me Softly had been making you to know
about other information and of course you can take more information. It is quite advantages for you. The
reserve Killing Me Softly is not only giving you far more new information but also to become your friend
when you feel bored. You can spend your spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship using the
book Killing Me Softly. You never really feel lose out for everything if you read some books.

Carolyn Wilson:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading habit
give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside
the book this improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of guide
you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with education books but if you want experience happy
read one having theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The Killing Me Softly is kind of publication
which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Michael Gage:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, quick story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not hoping Killing Me Softly that
give your fun preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading routine all over the world
can be said as the opportunity for people to know world considerably better then how they react towards the
world. It can't be said constantly that reading habit only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who
wants to become success person. So , for all of you who want to start reading through as your good habit,
you may pick Killing Me Softly become your own personal starter.
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