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Nature’s Sublime uses a radical new form of phenomenology to probe into the
deepest traits of the human process in its individual, social, religious, and
aesthetic dimensions. Starting with the selving process the essay describes the
role of signs and symbols in intra and interpersonal communication. At the heart
of the human use of signs is a creative tension between religions symbols and the
novel symbols created in the various arts. A contrast is made between natural
communities, which flatten out and reject novel forms of semiosis, and
communities of interpretation, which welcomes creative and enriched signs and
symbols. The normative claim is made that religious sign/symbol systems have a
tendency toward tribalism and violence, while the various spheres of the aesthetic
are comparatively non-tribal, or even deliberatively anti-tribal. The
concept/experience of beauty and the sublime is meant to replace that of religious
revelation. The sublime is not merely an internal mode of attunement, contra
Kant, but comes from the very depths of nature in the potencies of nature
naturing.
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Nature’s Sublime uses a radical new form of phenomenology to probe into the deepest traits of the human
process in its individual, social, religious, and aesthetic dimensions. Starting with the selving process the
essay describes the role of signs and symbols in intra and interpersonal communication. At the heart of the
human use of signs is a creative tension between religions symbols and the novel symbols created in the
various arts. A contrast is made between natural communities, which flatten out and reject novel forms of
semiosis, and communities of interpretation, which welcomes creative and enriched signs and symbols. The
normative claim is made that religious sign/symbol systems have a tendency toward tribalism and violence,
while the various spheres of the aesthetic are comparatively non-tribal, or even deliberatively anti-tribal. The
concept/experience of beauty and the sublime is meant to replace that of religious revelation. The sublime is
not merely an internal mode of attunement, contra Kant, but comes from the very depths of nature in the
potencies of nature naturing.
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Editorial Review

Review
In order to deliver its central thesis, this book traverses a wide scope of intellectual history—from continental
philosophy to classical American to the psychoanalytic theories of Freud, Reich, Kohut, Jung, Rank, and
Kristeva. Corrington contrasts communities that actively suppress and reject novel forms of semiosis and
artistic creation with those communities of interpretation that welcome creative and enriched signs and
symbols. ... the book makes particularly cogent contributions on the topic of religion and violence. (Religious
Studies Review)

The regions of self, community, religion, and nature...are present. But each of these themes are radically
recast within an aesthetic approach in mind. The aesthetics that Corrington is interpreting here is one which
takes the sublime as its key motif. The sublime, we are told, reveals what is most essential about natura
naturans ('nature naturing') and its relationship to 'the human process,' a Buchlerian term designating a 'self'
as creative agent in process. The split between nature naturing and nature natured is then taken up with the
sublime in mind, and how the human being (or 'human process') relates psychoanalytically and semiotically
to the sublime. This is the culminating theme of the book. Overall, those interested in American philosophy
and theology, continental philosophy of religion, German idealism and romanticist aesthetics will appreciate
this book because it takes on a very unique approach to thinking about religion through art. (Analecta
Hermeneutica)

Robert Corrington continues to refine, develop, and clarify his vision of religious—or what he now prefers to
call aesthetic—naturalism. The book’s broad scope includes, among other things, presentation of an ordinal
phenomenological metaphysics that contrasts with the phenomenologies of Husserl and Heidegger; analysis
of closed and open types of semiotic communities and their respective stultifying and beneficent social
effects; description of intrusions of the spirit that supplement the results of biological evolution and stem
from the unconscious of nature upwelling into the human unconscious; and defense of the bold thesis that
religion can become deeply ethical only when it surpasses itself and becomes sublated into the domain of
aesthetic experience, creation, and life—especially to the extent that the aesthetic opens the way to the
awesomely disturbing but also healing powers of the sublime. The richly innovative, provocative, and
debatable character of Corrington’s claims and arguments in relation to these and other topics will stimulate
lively thought and discussion. (Donald A. Crosby, Colorado State University)

Robert S. Corrington's tenth book, Nature's Sublime: An Essay in Aesthetic Naturalism, marks a major shift
in Corringtonian thought to a new, third phase. The major claim of this book is that religion, given its ordinal
complexity, is prone to tribalization, moreso than the aesthetic which is its foundation. Expanding upon the
Schellingean thesis that art is to crown theology, Corrington links "god-ing" with aesthetic fulfillment, to a
sublime that "lives on the other side of all religious revelations with their limiting and limited tribal content."
Thus the encounter with art and the sublime is the culminating point of any individuating process - whether
personal or communal. This is not to say that religion or theology no longer has any place for Corrington.
Instead, within art, Corrington claims, lives the supernatural, understood as the “deeply natural.” (Leon
Niemoczynski, Immaculata University)

Robert Corrington has sifted his earlier philosophical work of ecstatic naturalism through a new aesthetic
sieve with the help of Kant, Reich and Sri Aurobindo among other diverse thinkers. For readers new to
Corrington´s work the first chapters of the book will serve as a helpful induction to his unique perspective.



Those already familiar with his work will find new and exciting angles from which to ponder his complex
system of semiotics, psychoanalysis, naturalism, aesthetics and religious experience from the standpoint of
ordinal phenomenology. Nature´s Sublime is a rare treat indeed, an important landmark in Corrington´s
intellectual journey. (Sigridur Gudmarsdottir, University of Iceland)

About the Author
Robert S. Corrington is professor of philosophical theology in the graduate division of religion at Drew
University, Madison, NJ. He has published nine previous books as an ongoing project of creating and
expanding the philosophical and theological perspective of his ecstatic naturalism. From the beginning his
work has been concerned with bringing classical American philosophy into dialogue with Continental
thought. As important is his commitment to Post-Freudian psychoanalysis and its correlation to semiotics
and metaphysics. He has served on the Boards of the Semiotic Society of America and the Highlands
Institute and as president of the Karl Jaspers Society of North America.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Michael Bennett:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to be aware of everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or even goal; it means that
reserve has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They can be
reading whatever they have because their hobby will be reading a book. What about the person who don't
like examining a book? Sometime, man feel need book if they found difficult problem as well as exercise.
Well, probably you will need this Nature's Sublime: An Essay in Aesthetic Naturalism.

Gerald Toups:

This Nature's Sublime: An Essay in Aesthetic Naturalism book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have it
then the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book will be information inside this
e-book incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of information you will
get. This kind of Nature's Sublime: An Essay in Aesthetic Naturalism without we comprehend teach the one
who studying it become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't always be worry Nature's Sublime: An
Essay in Aesthetic Naturalism can bring any time you are and not make your case space or bookshelves' turn
out to be full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even telephone. This Nature's Sublime: An
Essay in Aesthetic Naturalism having fine arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not feel
uninterested in reading.

Margaret Wynkoop:

Nature's Sublime: An Essay in Aesthetic Naturalism can be one of your beginner books that are good idea.
We all recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that can increase your
knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The article
writer giving his/her effort to set every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing Nature's Sublime: An
Essay in Aesthetic Naturalism however doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest in addition
to based confirm resource info that maybe you can be among it. This great information can certainly drawn



you into brand new stage of crucial considering.

Edward Carroll:

Within this era which is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more special than
other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What you should
do is just spending your time not much but quite enough to possess a look at some books. On the list of
books in the top list in your reading list is actually Nature's Sublime: An Essay in Aesthetic Naturalism. This
book which can be qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in becoming precious person. By
looking up and review this publication you can get many advantages.
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