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There are few memoirs available of German Panzer crews that focus on the
climactic last 12 months of the war on the Eastern Front, 1944-45. What makes
Bruno Friesen's account virtually unique is his family background: his parents
came from a German-speaking Mennonite community in Ukraine, and were to all
intents and purposes culturally German. To make matters even more complex, in
1924 his parents left the Ukraine for Canada, where Bruno was born. In March
1939 he and his brother Oscar found themselves on a ship bound for
Bremerhaven in Germany. He barely spoke German, and had never been to
Germany, nevertheless his father envisaged that a better life awaited them in the
Third Reich.

Needless to say, Bruno became caught up in the Second World War, and in 1942
was drafted into the Wehrmacht. The author provides a full account of his family
background, and how, through these unusual circumstances, he found himself a
Canadian-born German soldier.

The bulk of the book is a detailed account of the author's training, and his
subsequent service with 25th Panzer Regiment, part of 7th Panzer Division. As
the title suggests, Bruno Friesen served as a gunner aboard, initially, Panzer IVs,
before crewing the lesser-known Jagdpanzer IV tank hunter. The author provides
a fantastic amount of information about these two vehicles, and how the crews
actually fought in battle with them. This kind of 'hands-on' detail has almost
never been available before, particularly such extensive information concerning
the characteristics and combat performance of the Jagdpanzer IV.

Apart from providing a large fund of information about specific German tanks
and their combat performance, the author writes in great detail about the combat
the experienced on the Eastern Front, including tank battles in Rumania, spring
1944, Lithuania in the summer of 1944, and West Prussia during early 1945. If
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one wants to know how German tank crews fought the Soviets in the last year of
the war, then this book provides an outstanding account, containing material
simply not found elsewhere.

The author closes his account by reflecting on his post-war efforts to return to
Canada, which eventually succeeded in 1950, and his subsequent life there.

This book is not just a critique of armored fighting vehicles and tank warfare, it is
above all a very human story, told in a lively, conversational and fluid manner,
and is a remarkable contribution to the literature of the Second World War.
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There are few memoirs available of German Panzer crews that focus on the climactic last 12 months of the
war on the Eastern Front, 1944-45. What makes Bruno Friesen's account virtually unique is his family
background: his parents came from a German-speaking Mennonite community in Ukraine, and were to all
intents and purposes culturally German. To make matters even more complex, in 1924 his parents left the
Ukraine for Canada, where Bruno was born. In March 1939 he and his brother Oscar found themselves on a
ship bound for Bremerhaven in Germany. He barely spoke German, and had never been to Germany,
nevertheless his father envisaged that a better life awaited them in the Third Reich.

Needless to say, Bruno became caught up in the Second World War, and in 1942 was drafted into the
Wehrmacht. The author provides a full account of his family background, and how, through these unusual
circumstances, he found himself a Canadian-born German soldier.

The bulk of the book is a detailed account of the author's training, and his subsequent service with 25th
Panzer Regiment, part of 7th Panzer Division. As the title suggests, Bruno Friesen served as a gunner aboard,
initially, Panzer IVs, before crewing the lesser-known Jagdpanzer IV tank hunter. The author provides a
fantastic amount of information about these two vehicles, and how the crews actually fought in battle with
them. This kind of 'hands-on' detail has almost never been available before, particularly such extensive
information concerning the characteristics and combat performance of the Jagdpanzer IV.

Apart from providing a large fund of information about specific German tanks and their combat
performance, the author writes in great detail about the combat the experienced on the Eastern Front,
including tank battles in Rumania, spring 1944, Lithuania in the summer of 1944, and West Prussia during
early 1945. If one wants to know how German tank crews fought the Soviets in the last year of the war, then
this book provides an outstanding account, containing material simply not found elsewhere.

The author closes his account by reflecting on his post-war efforts to return to Canada, which eventually
succeeded in 1950, and his subsequent life there.

This book is not just a critique of armored fighting vehicles and tank warfare, it is above all a very human
story, told in a lively, conversational and fluid manner, and is a remarkable contribution to the literature of
the Second World War.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Brubo Friesen was born in a German-speaking Mennonite family who emigrated from the Ukraine to Canada
to escape Communism. Bruno's father sent him and his brother to Germany in 1939. Friesen was drafted into
the Whermacht in 1942, and fought with the 25th Panzer Regiment until returning to Canada after the war.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

David Ochoa:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a book. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you
can add your knowledge by the book entitled Panzer Gunner: From My Native Canada to the German
Osfront and Back. In Action with 25th Panzer Regiment, 7th Panzer Division 1944-45. Try to make book
Panzer Gunner: From My Native Canada to the German Osfront and Back. In Action with 25th Panzer
Regiment, 7th Panzer Division 1944-45 as your friend. It means that it can to be your friend when you sense
alone and beside associated with course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you.
The book makes you a lot more confidence because you can know everything by the book. So , let's make
new experience along with knowledge with this book.

Barbara Butler:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this Panzer Gunner: From My Native Canada to
the German Osfront and Back. In Action with 25th Panzer Regiment, 7th Panzer Division 1944-45 reserve
written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book which can be understand by anyone
who all read the book. Written in good manner for you, dripping every ideas and publishing skill only for
eliminate your own hunger then you still uncertainty Panzer Gunner: From My Native Canada to the German
Osfront and Back. In Action with 25th Panzer Regiment, 7th Panzer Division 1944-45 as good book but not
only by the cover but also from the content. This is one publication that can break don't determine book by
its cover, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your looking at sixth
sense already said so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Jonathan Woods:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will
make anyone to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
quicker to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, newspaper,
book, and soon. You can observe that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The actual
book that recommended to your account is Panzer Gunner: From My Native Canada to the German Osfront
and Back. In Action with 25th Panzer Regiment, 7th Panzer Division 1944-45 this guide consist a lot of the



information with the condition of this world now. This book was represented how can the world has grown
up. The words styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer made
some study when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book appropriate all of you.

Elizabeth Rivera:

In this particular era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are
more precious than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you
must do is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. On the list of
books in the top checklist in your reading list will be Panzer Gunner: From My Native Canada to the German
Osfront and Back. In Action with 25th Panzer Regiment, 7th Panzer Division 1944-45. This book that is
certainly qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By looking
up and review this e-book you can get many advantages.
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