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Many programmers code by instinct, relying on convenient habits or a"style"
they picked up early on. They aren't conscious of all the choices they make, like
how they format their source, the names they use for variables, or the kinds of
loops they use. They're focused entirely on problems they're solving, solutions
they're creating, and algorithms they're implementing. So they write code in the
way that seems natural, that happens intuitively, and that feels good.

But if you're serious about your profession, intuition isn't enough. Per| Best
Practices author Damian Conway explains that rules, conventions, standards, and
practices not only help programmers communicate and coordinate with one
another, they also provide areliable framework for thinking about problems, and
acommon language for expressing solutions. Thisis especially critical in Perl,
because the language is designed to offer many ways to accomplish the same
task, and consequently it supports many incompatible dialects.

With a good dose of Aussie humor, Dr. Conway (familiar to many in the Perl
community) offers 256 guidelines on the art of coding to help you write better
Perl code--in fact, the best Perl code you possibly can. The guidelines cover code
layout, naming conventions, choice of data and control structures, program
decomposition, interface design and implementation, modularity, object
orientation, error handling, testing, and debugging.

They're designed to work together to produce code that is clear, robust, efficient,
maintainable, and concise, but Dr. Conway doesn't pretend that thisis the one
true universal and unequivocal set of best practices. Instead, Per| Best Practices
offers coherent and widely applicable suggestions based on real-world
experience of how code is actually written, rather than on someone's ivory-tower
theories on howsoftware ought to be created.

Most of all, Perl Best Practices offers guidelines that actually work, and that
many developers around the world are already using. Much like Perl itself, these
guidelines are about helping you to get your job done, without getting in the way.
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Praise for Perl Best Practices from Perl community members:

"Asamanager of alarge Perl project, I'd ensure that every member of my team
has a copy of Perl Best Practices on their desk, and use it as the basis for an in-
house style guide."-- Randal Schwartz

"There are no more excuses for writing bad Perl programs. All levels of Perl
programmer will be more productive after reading this book."-- Peter Scott

"Per| Best Practices will be the next big important book in the evolution of Perl.
The ideas and practices Damian lays down will help bring Perl out from under
the embarrassing heading of "scripting languages'. Many of us have known Perl
isareal programming language, worthy of all the tasks normally delegated to
Java and C++. With Perl Best Practices, Damian shows specifically how and
why, so everyone else can see, t00."-- Andy Lester

"Damian's done what many thought impossible: show how to build large,
maintainable Perl applications, while still letting Perl be the powerful, expressive
language that programmers have loved for years."-- Bill Odom

"Finally, ameansto bring lasting order to the process and product of real Perl
devel opment teams."-- Andrew Sundstrom

"Per| Best Practices provides a valuable education in how to write robust,
maintainable Perl, and is a definitive citation source when coaching other
programmers.”-- Bennett Todd"l've been teaching Perl for years, and find the
same question keeps being asked: Where can | find areference for writing
reusable, maintainable Perl code? Finally | have a decent answer."-- Paul
Fenwick"At last awell researched, well thought-out, comprehensive guide to
Perl style. Instead of each of us developing our own, we can learn good practices
from one of Perl's most prolific and experienced authors. | recommend this book
to anyone who prefers getting on with the job rather than going back and fixing
errors caused by syntax and poor style issues."-- Jacinta Richardson"If you care
about programming in any language read this book. Even if you don't intend to
follow all of the practices, thinking through your style will improveit."-- Steven
Lembark"The Perl community's best author is back with another outstanding
book. There has never been a comprehensive reference on high quality Perl
coding and style until Perl Best Practices. Thisbook fillsalarge gap in every
Perl bookshelf."-- Uri Guttman
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Many programmers code by instinct, relying on convenient habits or a"style" they picked up early on. They
aren't conscious of all the choices they make, like how they format their source, the names they use for
variables, or the kinds of loops they use. They're focused entirely on problems they're solving, solutions
they're creating, and algorithms they're implementing. So they write code in the way that seems natural, that
happens intuitively, and that feels good.

But if you're serious about your profession, intuition isn't enough. Perl Best Practices author Damian
Conway explains that rules, conventions, standards, and practices not only help programmers communicate
and coordinate with one another, they also provide areliable framework for thinking about problems, and a
common language for expressing solutions. Thisis especially critical in Perl, because the language is
designed to offer many ways to accomplish the same task, and consequently it supports many incompatible
dialects.

With agood dose of Aussie humor, Dr. Conway (familiar to many in the Perl community) offers 256
guidelines on the art of coding to help you write better Perl code--in fact, the best Perl code you possibly can.
The guidelines cover code layout, naming conventions, choice of data and control structures, program
decomposition, interface design and implementation, modularity, object orientation, error handling, testing,
and debugging.

They're designed to work together to produce code that is clear, robust, efficient, maintainable, and concise,
but Dr. Conway doesn't pretend that this is the one true universal and unequivocal set of best practices.
Instead, Perl Best Practices offers coherent and widely applicable suggestions based on real-world
experience of how codeis actually written, rather than on someone's ivory-tower theories on howsoftware
ought to be created.

Most of al, Perl Best Practices offers guidelines that actually work, and that many developers around the
world are aready using. Much like Perl itself, these guidelines are about helping you to get your job done,
without getting in the way.

Praise for Perl Best Practices from Perl community members:

"Asamanager of alarge Perl project, I'd ensure that every member of my team has a copy of Perl Best
Practices on their desk, and use it as the basis for an in-house style guide.”"-- Randal Schwartz

"There are no more excuses for writing bad Perl programs. All levels of Perl programmer will be more
productive after reading this book."-- Peter Scott

"Per| Best Practices will be the next big important book in the evolution of Perl. The ideas and practices
Damian lays down will help bring Perl out from under the embarrassing heading of "scripting languages”.
Many of us have known Perl isareal programming language, worthy of all the tasks normally delegated to



Javaand C++. With Perl Best Practices, Damian shows specifically how and why, so everyone else can see,
too."-- Andy Lester

"Damian's done what many thought impossible: show how to build large, maintainable Perl applications,
while still letting Perl be the powerful, expressive language that programmers have loved for years."-- Bill
Odom

"Finally, ameans to bring lasting order to the process and product of real Perl development teams.”--
Andrew Sundstrom

"Per| Best Practices provides a valuable education in how to write robust, maintainable Perl, andisa
definitive citation source when coaching other programmers.”-- Bennett Todd"I've been teaching Perl for
years, and find the same question keeps being asked: Where can | find areference for writing reusable,
maintainable Perl code? Finally | have a decent answer."-- Paul Fenwick"At last awell researched, well
thought-out, comprehensive guide to Perl style. Instead of each of us developing our own, we can learn good
practices from one of Perl's most prolific and experienced authors. | recommend this book to anyone who
prefers getting on with the job rather than going back and fixing errors caused by syntax and poor style
issues."-- Jacinta Richardson”If you care about programming in any language read this book. Even if you
don't intend to follow all of the practices, thinking through your style will improve it."-- Steven
Lembark"The Perl community's best author is back with another outstanding book. There has never been a
comprehensive reference on high quality Perl coding and style until Perl Best Practices. This book fillsa
large gap in every Perl bookshelf."-- Uri Guttman
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Editorial Review

Review

"If you are looking for a book to teach you how to program Perl, thisis definitely not what you need. Also, if
you are cranking out quick Perl scripts to solve one-time tasks, it might not be worth the effort to read this
book. However, if you are fairly comfortable with the language and are looking for ways to improve your
code, this book would be awonderful addition to your bookshelf." - James Mohr, Linux Magazine,
November 2005

About the Author

Damian Conway holds a PhD in Computer Science and is an honorary Associate Professor with the School
of Computer Science and Software Engineering at Monash University, Melbourne, Australia.Currently he
runs an international I T training company--Thoughtstream--which provides programmer development from
beginner to masterclass level throughout Europe, North America, and Australasia. Damian was the winner of
the 1998, 1999, and 2000 Larry Wall Awards for Practical Utility. The best technical paper at the annual Perl
Conference was subsequently named in his honour. He is a member of the technical committee for The Perl
Conference, a keynote speaker at many Open Source conferences, aformer columnist for The Perl Journal,
and author of the book Object Oriented Perl. In 2001 Damian received the first "Perl Foundation
Development Grant" and spent 20 months working on projects for the betterment of Perl.A popular speaker
and trainer, he is also the author of humerous well-known Perl modules, including Parse::RecDescent (a
sophisticated parsing tool), Class::Contract (design-by-contract programming in Perl), Lingua::EN::Inflect
(rule-based English transformations for text generation), Class::Multimethods (multiple dispatch
polymorphism), Text::Autoformat (intelligent automatic reformatting of plaintext), Switch (Perl's missing
case statement), NEXT (resumptive method dispatch), Filter::Simple (Perl-based source code manipulation),
Quantum:: Superpositions (auto-parallelization of serial code using a quantum mechanical metaphor), and
Lingua::Romana::Perligata (programming in Latin).Most of histimeis now spent working with Larry Wall
on the design of the new Perl 6 programming language.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Rachel Louviere:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive today, people have do
something to make them survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and notice simply by
surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated the item for awhile is reading.
That's why, by reading areserve your ability to survive boost then having chance to stand up than other is
high. To suit your needs who want to start reading any book, we give you this kind of Perl Best Practices:
Standards and Styles for Devel oping Maintainable Code book as beginner and daily reading reserve. Why,
because this book is usually more than just a book.



Dora Bair:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the name Perl Best
Practices: Standards and Styles for Developing Maintainable Code suitable to you? The particular book was
written by well-known writer in this era. The particular book untitled Perl Best Practices: Standards and
Styles for Developing Maintainable Codeis a single of several books this everyone read now. This kind of
book was inspired many men and women in the world. When you read this book you will enter the new
shape that you ever know just before. The author explained their concept in the simple way, and so all of
people can easily to understand the core of this guide. This book will give you awide range of information
about this world now. To help you see the represented of the world with this book.

Mark Garcia;

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Did you know? Many alot of people spent many people free time just watching TV,
or even playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity honestly, that is ook
different you can read some sort of book. It isreally fun for you. If you enjoy the book which you read you
can spent the whole day to reading a guide. The book Perl Best Practices: Standards and Styles for
Developing Maintainable Code it is very good to read. There are alot of people who recommended this
book. These people were enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space to deliver this
book you can buy the particular e-book. Y ou can mQOore quickly to read this book out of your smart phone.
The price is not to cover but this book provides high quality.

Christopher Evan:

Y ou may get this Perl Best Practices: Standards and Styles for Devel oping Maintainable Code by check out
the bookstore or Mall. Just ssimply viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve difficulty if you get
difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only simply by written or printed
but also can you enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the modern erajust like now, you just looking by
your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get
more information about your guide. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge
are still up-date. Let'stry to choose suitable ways for you.
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