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Millions of Soviet soldiers died in the "war of annihilation" against Nazi
Germany but millions more returned to Stalin's state after victory. Mark Edele
traces the veterans' story from the early post-war years through to the end of the
Soviet Union in 1991. He describes in detail the problems they encountered
during demobilization, the dysfunctional bureaucracy they had to deal with once
back, and the way their reintegration into civilian life worked in practice in one
of the most devastated countries of Europe. He pays particular attention to groups
with specific problems such as the disabled, former prisoners of war, women
soldiers, and youth.

The study analyses the old soldiers' long struggle for recognition and the eventual
emergence of an organized movement in the years after Stalin's death. The Soviet
state at first refused to recognize veterans as a group worthy of special privileges
or as an organization. They were not a group conceived of in Marxist-Leninist
theory, there was suspicion about their political loyalty, and the leadership
worried about the costs of affording a special status to such a large population
group. These preconceptions were overcome only after a long, hard struggle by a
popular movement that slowly emerged within the strict confines of the
authoritarian Soviet regime.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Mark Edele has penned a superb book that traces "the rise of [World War II] veterans as
a new social group and political force in Soviet society" to the end of the USSR itself
and is a must read for anyone interested in Soviet history. Edele's meticulous research and
skillful use of a wealth of archival material, memoirs, literature, film, interviews, and newspaper articles
make for a truly rich account of veterans' experiences over a half century." -- Slavic Review

"This work is a superb study in social history, and Edele recounts the veterans' stories in a vigorous, lively,
and colorful way...a highly original, extremely well researched, and
wonderfully articulated account." --The Journal of Modern History

About the Author

Mark Edele studied Russian history at the Universities of Erlangen, Tübingen, and Chicago, and is currently
a Senior Lecturer at the University of Western Australia, where he teaches continental European and Russian
history of the nineteenth and twentieth centuries.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Keith Smith:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their family, or
their own friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic from the park.
They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something different to fill your free
time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book could be option to fill your no cost time/ holiday. The first
thing that you ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to attempt look for book,
may be the e-book untitled Soviet Veterans of World War II: A Popular Movement in an Authoritarian
Society, 1941-1991 can be good book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Margaret Holt:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book particularly book
entitled Soviet Veterans of World War II: A Popular Movement in an Authoritarian Society, 1941-1991 your
mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe not known for but surely
might be your mind friends. Imaging just about every word written in a book then become one application



form conclusion and explanation that will maybe you never get just before. The Soviet Veterans of World
War II: A Popular Movement in an Authoritarian Society, 1941-1991 giving you yet another experience
more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful information for your better life in this era. So
now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind will probably be pleased when you
are finished reading through it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare
time activity?

Cynthia Briscoe:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind talent or
thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book than can satisfy your
short space of time to read it because all this time you only find publication that need more time to be go
through. Soviet Veterans of World War II: A Popular Movement in an Authoritarian Society, 1941-1991 can
be your answer since it can be read by an individual who have those short spare time problems.

Henry Slaughter:

A lot of e-book has printed but it differs. You can get it by net on social media. You can choose the top book
for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is referred to as of book Soviet
Veterans of World War II: A Popular Movement in an Authoritarian Society, 1941-1991. Contain your
knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make you actually
happier to read. It is most significant that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one location to
other place.
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