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A compelling and harrowing history of the Black Death's apocalyptic sweep
through Europe in the mid-14th century, fromitsarrival in Sicily to its
devastation of medieval Britain. "The bodies were sparsely covered that the dogs
dragged them forth and devoured them! And believing it to be the end of the
world, no one wept for the dead, for al expected to die.' Agnolo di Turo, Sienna,
1348 In just over athousand days, from 1347 to 1351, the Black Death swept
across medieval Europe killing aimost athird of its population - 25 million
people. The deadly Y. Pestis virus was brought to the continent aboard Genoese
ships fleeing the plague-ridden Crimea, arriving in Sicily in October 1347. By the
spring of 1348 it was devastating the cities of central Italy, by June 1348 it had
swept in to France and Spain, wiping out entire communities and leaving utter
desolation in itswake. By August it had reached England, where among the
thousands dead was the King's own daughter. One graphic testimony can be
found at St Mary's, Ashwell, Hertfordshire, where an anonymous hand carved a
harrowing inscription for 1349: 'Wretched, terrible, destructive year, the
remnants of the people alone remain.' In The Great Mortality, John Kelly retraces
the journey of the Black Desath, explaining the scientific reasons behind its
lightening spread, and why medieval Europe, with its famine, filthy cities and
interminable wars, was such aready host for the virus. Using original source
material - diary fragments, letters, manuscripts - Kelly describes the suffering
wrought by the plague, and paints a harrowing portrait of a continent gripped by
an epidemic of biblical proportions. However, The Great Mortality is more than
just ahistorical account - it also tells avery personal story narrated by the
individuals whose lives were touched by it, from soldiers to bishops, peasantsto
kings.
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A compelling and harrowing history of the Black Death's apocalyptic sweep through Europe in the mid-14th
century, from itsarrival in Sicily to its devastation of medieval Britain. "The bodies were sparsely covered
that the dogs dragged them forth and devoured them! And believing it to be the end of the world, no one
wept for the dead, for all expected to die." Agnolo di Turo, Sienna, 1348 In just over athousand days, from
1347 to 1351, the Black Death swept across medieval Europe killing amost athird of its population - 25
million people. The deadly Y. Pestis virus was brought to the continent aboard Genoese ships fleeing the
plague-ridden Crimea, arriving in Sicily in October 1347. By the spring of 1348 it was devastating the cities
of central Italy, by June 1348 it had swept in to France and Spain, wiping out entire communities and leaving
utter desolation in itswake. By August it had reached England, where among the thousands dead was the
King's own daughter. One graphic testimony can be found at St Mary's, Ashwell, Hertfordshire, where an
anonymous hand carved a harrowing inscription for 1349: "Wretched, terrible, destructive year, the remnants
of the people alone remain.' In The Great Mortality, John Kelly retraces the journey of the Black Death,
explaining the scientific reasons behind its lightening spread, and why medieval Europe, with its famine,
filthy cities and interminable wars, was such aready host for the virus. Using original source material - diary
fragments, letters, manuscripts - Kelly describes the suffering wrought by the plague, and paints a harrowing
portrait of a continent gripped by an epidemic of biblical proportions. However, The Great Mortality is more
than just a historical account - it also tells avery personal story narrated by the individuals whose lives were
touched by it, from soldiers to bishops, peasantsto kings.
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Editorial Review

Review

"There has never been a better researched, better written or more engaging account of the worst epidemic the
world has ever known than this: the countless controversies that have raged around the origins and the true
nature of thisterrible period in human history seem now all to have been settled by the gimlet accuracy of
John Kelly's superb and fascinating book.' Simon Winchester

About the Author

John Kelly has been writing about science, medicine and human behaviour for more than 20 years, and has
an MA in European history from New Y ork University. He is the author of nine previous books. Helivesin
New York.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Lisa Knight:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also become alife style. This
reading routine give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the actual
information inside the book thisimprove your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what
kind of guide you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with training books but if you want feel
happy read one along with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. Often the The Great Mortality: An
Intimate History of the Black Death, the Most Devastating Plague of All Time (P.S.) iskind of publication
which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Denise Zimmer man:

The actual book The Great Mortality: An Intimate History of the Black Death, the Most Devastating Plague
of All Time (P.S.) will bring someone to the new experience of reading the book. The author style to spell
out theideais very unique. If you try to find new book to see, this book very ideal to you. The book The
Great Mortality: An Intimate History of the Black Death, the Most Devastating Plague of All Time (P.S) is
much recommended to you to see. Y ou can also get the e-book from official web site, so you can more
readily to read the book.

Dominick Tran:

Y our reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this The Great Mortality: An Intimate History of
the Black Death, the Most Devastating Plague of All Time (P.S.) publication written by well-known writer
whose to say well how to make book that can be understand by anyone who read the book. Written in good
manner for you, dripping every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you
still uncertainty The Great Mortality: An Intimate History of the Black Death, the Most Devastating Plague



of All Time (P.S.) as good book not only by the cover but also from the content. Thisis one reserve that can
break don't determine book by its protect, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick this
particular!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to one more
sixth sense.

Rachel L eadbetter:

That publication can make you to fedl relax. This particular book The Great Mortality: An Intimate History
of the Black Death, the Most Devastating Plague of All Time (P.S.) was colorful and of course has pictures
around. As we know that book The Great Mortality: An Intimate History of the Black Degth, the Most
Devastating Plague of All Time (P.S.) has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until young adults. For
example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and think you are the character on there. So , not at al of
book are make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book in your case
and try to like reading that.
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