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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
For more than a century, it has been generally accepted that chimpanzees and gorillas are the closest living
relatives of humankind. A common ancestor"the missing link"has been elusive ("Lucy" and other fossil
hominids have turned out to be dead ends in the evolutionary chain). Schwartz, a physical anthropologist at
the Carnegie Museum of Natural History in Pittsburgh, challenges standard thinking with a radical thesis:
our nearest evolutionary relative is the orang-utan, native to Borneo and Sumatra. His arguments are based
on morphological similarities, sexual physiology and behavior, molecular studies. He has constructed an
elegant, though highly technical, detective story that gives the reader a minicourse in comparative anatomy
and evolutionary science. Schwartz discusses and criticizes the work of other scientists in the field, leaving
us with the impression that paleoanthropology is in the throes of upheavel. Readers who like to pursue
questions of our origins, who followed the Lucy fracas, will want to read this. Illustrated.
Copyright 1987 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
Anthropologist Schwartz, stating that "Our closest living relative is the orangu-tan," and not the great apes,
lays out evidence for and against his controversial views and reviews some of the history of evolutionary
theory. Schwartz's description of the unraveling of the Piltdown Man hoax is quite readable. Lay readers will
enjoy his ingenious analogy using the mirror scene in the Marx Brothers' movie Duck Soup to explain why
biochemists find it so hard to track evolutionary changes in nucleotides. Nevertheless, most portions of The
Red Ape are technical (e.g., those explaining how biochemical analysis of DNA is used to measure
evolutionary distance between species). A book for specialists and knowledgeable amateur anthropologists,
suitable for academic and larger public libraries. Laurie Tynan, Huntingdon Cty. Lib., Pa.
Copyright 1987 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Lillian Chatman:

In other case, little people like to read book The Red Ape: Orang-Utans and Human Origins. You can choose
the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. As long as we know about how is important a new book The
Red Ape: Orang-Utans and Human Origins. You can add information and of course you can around the
world by a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can know everything! From your country
right up until foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple point until wonderful thing it is
possible to know that. In this era, we could open a book as well as searching by internet unit. It is called e-
book. You may use it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's examine.

Teresa Hennessey:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be update about what going on or data even knowledge to
make these people keep up with the era which can be always change and progress. Some of you maybe will
update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems coming



to you actually is you don't know what kind you should start with. This The Red Ape: Orang-Utans and
Human Origins is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you
want and need in this era.

Jeffrey Drake:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family,
or their friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic inside
the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something different to fill
your personal free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book could be option to fill your no cost time/ holiday.
The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to try out look
for book, may be the book untitled The Red Ape: Orang-Utans and Human Origins can be good book to
read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Phillis Ries:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always try to and must have the free time or they will get large
amount of stress from both day to day life and work. So , if we ask do people have time, we will say
absolutely yes. People is human not only a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity have you got
when the spare time coming to you of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you ever try this
one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the particular book you have
read will be The Red Ape: Orang-Utans and Human Origins.
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