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Will Mormonism be the next world faith, one that will rival Catholicism, I1slam,
and other major religions in terms of numbers and global appea ? This was the
guestion Rodney Stark addressed in his much-discussed and much-debated
article, "The Rise of aNew World Faith" (1984), one of several essays on
Mormonism included in this new collection. Examining the religion’s growing
appeal, Rodney Stark concluded that Mormons could number 267 million
members by 2080. In what would become known as "the Stark argument,” Stark
suggested that the Mormon Church offered contemporary sociologists and
historians of religion an opportunity to observe arare event: the birth of anew
world religion.

In the years following that article, Stark has become one of the foremost scholars
of Mormonism and the sociology of religion. This new work, the first to collect
his influentia writings on the Mormon Church, includes previously published
essays, revised and rewritten for this volume. Hiswork sheds light on both the
growth of Mormonism and on how and why certain religions continue to grow
while others fade away.

Stark examines the reasons behind the spread of Mormonism, exploring such
factors as cultural continuity with the faiths from which it seeks converts, a
volunteer missionary force, and birth rates. He explains why a demanding faith
like Mormonism has such broad appeal in today's world and considers the
importance of social networks in finding new converts. Stark's work also presents
groundbreaking perspectives on larger issues in the study of religion, including
the nature of revelation and the reasons for religious growth in an age of
modernization and secularization.
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terms of numbers and global appeal ? This was the question Rodney Stark addressed in his much-discussed
and much-debated article, "The Rise of a New World Faith" (1984), one of several essays on Mormonism
included in this new collection. Examining the religion’'s growing appeal, Rodney Stark concluded that
Mormons could number 267 million members by 2080. In what would become known as "the Stark
argument,” Stark suggested that the Mormon Church offered contemporary sociologists and historians of
religion an opportunity to observe arare event: the birth of a new world religion.

In the years following that article, Stark has become one of the foremost scholars of Mormonism and the
sociology of religion. This new work, the first to collect hisinfluential writings on the Mormon Church,
includes previously published essays, revised and rewritten for this volume. His work sheds light on both the
growth of Mormonism and on how and why certain religions continue to grow while others fade away.

Stark examines the reasons behind the spread of Mormonism, exploring such factors as cultural continuity
with the faiths from which it seeks converts, a volunteer missionary force, and birth rates. He explainswhy a
demanding faith like Mormonism has such broad appeal in today's world and considers the importance of
social networks in finding new converts. Stark's work also presents groundbreaking perspectives on larger
issuesin the study of religion, including the nature of revelation and the reasons for religious growth in an
age of modernization and secularization.
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Editorial Review
Review
awell-written thought-provoking compilation covering nearly three decades of scholarship

(Journal for the Scientific Study of Religion)

It's an excellent summary and a must-read... The Rise of Mormonismis a thoughtful and insightful look at the
Church.

(Jeffrey Needle Irreantum)

Rodney Stark is one of America's pre-eminent sociologists of religions.

(Gerad M. Mcdermott Books and Culture)

An important voice in the sociological study of religion.

(Kathleen Flake The Journal of Religion)

I recommend this book to anyone with an interest in the social scientific study of Mormonism.
(Henri Gooren Journal for the Scientific Sudy of Religion)
Review

Rodney Stark's notorious predictions of Mormonism as an emergent world religion have overshadowed an
extensive and much more significant engagement with the LDS religion. Reid L. Neilson's assemblage of
these penetrating essays establishes both Stark as a preeminent scholar of Mormonism and the value of
Mormon studies as a potent paradigm for the history and sociology of religion and our understanding of
successful religious movements.

(Terryl L. Givens, University of Richmond, author of By the Hand of Mormon: The American Scripture That
Launched a New World Religion)

In the 1980s, Rodney Stark began creating a comprehensive theory of howreligions grow. In The Churching
of America the theory was appliedto Baptists, Methodists, and Catholics, then to The Rise of Christianity.
Now comes The Rise of Mormonism, again illustrating the fertility of histheory in this wonderfully written
book. All readerswill learn fromit.

(Phillip E. Hammond, University of California, Santa Barbara, author of With Liberty for All: Freedom of
Religion in the United Sates)



Rodney Stark's Mormon essays will surprise and instruct Latter-day Saints and provoke debate in everyone
else. No one takes revelation more seriously than he does. He is that rare sociologist of religion who believes
the world's great revelators, including Joseph Smith, were not frauds or crazy. Serious students of
Mormonism must know this work.

(Richard Lyman Bushman, Columbia University, author of Believing History: Latter-day Saint Essays)
About the Author

Rodney Stark is University Professor of the Social Sciences at Baylor University. He is the author of more
than twenty books, including For the Glory of God and Exploring the Religious Life.Reid L. Neilson isthe
author and editor of several books on Mormonism. Heis currently a doctoral candidate in religious studies at
the University of North Carolinaat Chapel Hill.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
April Little:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a book. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add your
knowledge by the book entitled The Rise of Mormonism. Try to make the book The Rise of Mormonism as
your friend. It means that it can to be your friend when you feel alone and beside regarding course make you
smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you more confidence
because you can know every thing by the book. So , let's make new experience as well as knowledge with
this book.

ClaralLee

Book is usualy written, printed, or highlighted for everything. Y ou can understand everything you want by a
book. Book has a different type. To be sure that book isimportant thing to bring us around the world.
Adjacent to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A e-book The Rise of Mormonism will make you
to become smarter. Y ou can feel alot more confidenceif you can know about everything. But some of you
think that open or reading a book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they are often thought like
that? Have you searching for best book or appropriate book with you?

Roxanne Jimenez:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider when those information which is within the former life are hard to be find than now is taking
seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one the particul ar resource are convinced. If you find the
unstable resource then you obtain it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen within you if you take The Rise of Mormonism as the daily resource
information.



Hilary Winters:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book specifically book entitled The
Rise of Mormonism the mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe
unknown for but surely might be your mind friends. Imaging each and every word written in a book then
become one contact form conclusion and explanation that will maybe you never get just before. The The
Rise of Mormonism giving you another experience more than blown away your thoughts but also giving you
useful information for your better life in this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern is your body
and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning an activity. Do you want
to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?
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