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Where have all the grownups gone? In answering that question with the same
freewheeling erudition and intuitive brilliance that made Iron John a national
bestseller, poet, storyteller and translator Robert Bly tells us that we live in a
"sibling society, " in which adults have regressed into adolescence and
adolescents refuse to grow up.
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Where have all the grownups gone? In answering that question with the same freewheeling erudition and
intuitive brilliance that made Iron John a national bestseller, poet, storyteller and translator Robert Bly tells
us that we live in a "sibling society, " in which adults have regressed into adolescence and adolescents refuse
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
Poet and storyteller Robert Bly takes the baby boomers to task in this highly charged exposure of midlifers'
values. Having become jaded by the abuses of authority, the boomers of North America have torn down the
traditional hierarchy within their families and within their communities. What's left is a "cultural flatness,"
says Bly, where adults cling to self-absorbed adolescent values, television talk shows have more clout than
elders, children are spiritually abandoned to fend for themselves, and in the place of community we have
built shopping malls. As always, Bly relies on mythology, legends, and poetry to illustrate the morals of his
stories. Ultimately this is a hopeful piece of work, nudging midlifers to take on the responsibilities (and
therefore the rewards) of adulthood.

From Publishers Weekly
When Bly's Iron John shot onto the bestseller lists in the early '90s, it looked as if the men's movement it
helped spawn might become a cultural force equal to the women's movement. This hasn't happened, Bly
intimates in his new book, because the adults needed to bring the movement to fruition aren't available. The
uninitiated and un-mentored have taken over our culture, he says, and with no "parents" around to referee our
squabbling, we're caught in the throes of "sibling" rivalry. Adolescents can be cruel-hence, Bly avers, our
current cutthroat competitiveness in businesses that feel no responsibility to the community, environment or
their employees, and hence the rise of viciousness in the media and on the street. Bly rounds up many of the
usual suspects: TV, latchkey (or day-care) children, excessive political correctness, violent rap lyrics and so
on. True to his life's work, he incorporates fairy tale and myth to bolster his analysis, devoting, for example,
a chapter to "Jack and the Beanstalk"; to Bly, "Jack represents all men and women who live in a fatherless
and, increasingly, motherless society." The text rambles at times, but Bly's central metaphor of a sibling
society could catch on with those concerned about a lack of maturity in our consumer culture. First serial to
Utne Reader; BOMC, QPB and One-Spirit Book Club selections; audio rights sold to Random.
Copyright 1996 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
Elaborating on a series of culturally diverse stories and poems, interwoven with observations of societal
change and regression, Bly here makes an impassioned plea to stop the increasing emphasis on media-driven
consumerism, the deconstruction of all authority, and the neglect and abuse of children worldwide. The poet
and author of the best-selling Iron John (LJ 11/15/90) highlights these three tenets throughout and supports
them with insightful inferences drawn from a tapestry of traditional and modern literature, e.g., the Hindu
myth of Ganesha, the poetry of William Stafford, and Jane Healy's Endangered Minds (LJ 10/15/90). One of
the most poignant themes is that of "elaborated language"?the concept that children require complex
language stimulation for the development of intelligence, a need that is increasingly unmet. Highly
recommended as a readable presentation of important ideas.?Terry McMaster, Syracuse, N.Y.
Copyright 1996 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Lorri Nicholson:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yeah, you
can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to
take a go walking, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book entitled
The Sibling Society: An Impassioned Call for the Rediscovery of Adulthood? Maybe it is to become best
activity for you. You realize beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can smarter than
before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have various other opinion?

Jacquelin Vasquez:

Here thing why this particular The Sibling Society: An Impassioned Call for the Rediscovery of Adulthood
are different and dependable to be yours. First of all looking at a book is good nonetheless it depends in the
content than it which is the content is as scrumptious as food or not. The Sibling Society: An Impassioned
Call for the Rediscovery of Adulthood giving you information deeper since different ways, you can find any
reserve out there but there is no book that similar with The Sibling Society: An Impassioned Call for the
Rediscovery of Adulthood. It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up your personal eyes about the
thing that will happened in the world which is maybe can be happened around you. You can easily bring
everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your means home by train. For anyone who is having
difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of The Sibling Society: An Impassioned Call for
the Rediscovery of Adulthood in e-book can be your choice.

Donnie Matthews:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can easily share
their idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire all their reader with their
story or even their experience. Not only the story that share in the books. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your children, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors nowadays always try to
improve their skill in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write on their book. One of
them is this The Sibling Society: An Impassioned Call for the Rediscovery of Adulthood.

Blanche Dobos:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book
when compared with can satisfy your short space of time to read it because all this time you only find
publication that need more time to be study. The Sibling Society: An Impassioned Call for the Rediscovery
of Adulthood can be your answer because it can be read by you who have those short spare time problems.
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