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Brilliant at war, a master of politics, and a charismatic lover, Alcibiades was
Athens' favorite son and the city’ s greatest general.

A prodigal follower of Socrates, he embodied both the best and the worst of the
Golden Age of Greece. A commander on both land and sea, he led his armiesto
victory after victory.

But like the heroesin a great Greek tragedy, he was avictim of his own pride,
arrogance, excess, and ambition. Accused of crimes against the state, he was
banished from his beloved Athens, only to take up armsin the service of his
former enemies.

For nearly three decades, Greece burned with war and Alcibiades helped bring
victories to both sides— and ended up trusted by neither.

Narrated from death row by Alcibiades bodyguard and n, aman whose
own love and loathing for his former commander mirrors the mixed emotions felt
by al Athens, Tides of War tells an epic saga of an extraordinary century, awar
that changed history, and a complex leader who seduced a nation.
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Brilliant at war, a master of politics, and a charismatic lover, Alcibiades was Athens' favorite son and the
city’s greatest general.

A prodigal follower of Socrates, he embodied both the best and the worst of the Golden Age of Greece. A
commander on both land and sea, he led his armies to victory after victory.

But like the heroesin agreat Greek tragedy, he was avictim of his own pride, arrogance, excess, and
ambition. Accused of crimes against the state, he was banished from his beloved Athens, only to take up
armsin the service of hisformer enemies.

For nearly three decades, Greece burned with war and Al cibiades helped bring victories to both sides— and
ended up trusted by neither.

Narrated from death row by Alcibiades' bodyguard and assassin, a man whose own love and loathing for his
former commander mirrors the mixed emotions felt by all Athens, Tides of War tells an epic saga of an
extraordinary century, awar that changed history, and a complex leader who seduced a nation.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review

After chronicling the Spartan stand at Thermopylae in his audacious Gates of Fire, Steven Pressfield once
again provesthat it's all Greek to him. In Tides of War, hetells the tale of Athenian soldier extraordinaire
Alcibiades. Despite the vaunted claims for Periclean democracy, he is undoubtedly first among equals--a
great warrior and an impressive physical specimen to boot: "The beauty of his person easily won over those
previoudly disposed, and disarmed even those who abhorred his character and conduct.” Heisalso a
formidable orator, whose stump speeches are paradoxically heightened by what some might consider an
impediment:

Even hislisp worked in Alcibiades favor. It was aflaw; it made him human. It took the curse
off his otherwise godlike self-presentation and made one, despite all misgivings, like the
fellow.

Thistale of arms and the man requires two narrators. One, Jason, is an aging noble who serves as a sort of
recording angel of the Athenian golden age. The other, Polymides, was long Alcibiades' right-hand man, yet
isnow imprisoned for his murder.

Asthey werein his previous novel, Pressfield's battle scenes are extraordinarily vivid and visceral. This
time, however, many of these elemental clashes take place on water. "Asfar as sight could carry, the sea
stood curtained with smoke and paved with warcraft. Immediately |eft, a battleship had rammed one of the
vesselsin thewall; all three of her banks were backing water furiously, to extract and ram again, while
across the breach screamed storms of stones, darts, and brands of such density that the air appeared solid
with steel and flame."

In addition to his gift for rendering patriotic gore, the author excels at quieter but no less deadly forms of
combat. As Alcibiades star rises and falls and rises again, we are escorted directly into the snakepit of
Athenian realpolitik. Bathing usin the details of a distant era, Pressfield islargely convincing. But it must be
said that his diction exhibits a sometimes comical variegation, sliding from Homeric rhetoric to tough-guy
speak to the sort of casual Anglicisms we might expect from Evelyn Waugh's far-from-bright young things.
No matter. Tides of War conquers by sheer storytelling prowess, reminding us that war was--and is--a highly
addictive version of hell. --Darya Slver

From Publishers Weekly

After Pressfield's stunning 1998 best-seller, Gates of Fire, which documented the Spartans' heroic last stand
at the Battle of Thermopylaein 480 B.C., comes this follow-up epic novel of the Peloponnesian War, as
Athens and Spartaslug it out for Greek hegemony during the Hellenic Age. Once again, Pressfield's narrator
is acondemned man, in this instance the Athenian soldier and assassin Polemides, who is awaiting execution
for treason. Spanning the 27 years of conflict, famine and plague that marked the Peloponnesian War,
Polemides death-row confession reveal s the rise and fall of the powerful and mercurial Alcibiades, a brilliant
general and shrewd politician, whose ego and ambition were as threatening to his jealous friends and alies as
to hisenemies. As hisformerly trusted bodyguard, Polemides shows Alcibiades battling his enemiesin his
relentless pursuit of glory and power, only to diein exile at the hand of afamiliar assassin. Despite his
bloody victories on land and sea, Alcibiades changes sides too often to ensure his long-lasting legacy, and
though over time he fights for the Athenians, Spartans, Persians and Thracians, he eventually discovers that
he isan outcast and perceived as adanger to all of them. The voice of Polemidesisideal, for he relates this



astounding, historically accurate tale with the hot, sweaty hack-and-stab awareness of an armored
infantryman, the blood lust of a paid killer and the wisdom of a keen observer of complex and deadly Greek
politics. Pressfield is a masterful storyteller, especially adept in his graphic and embracing descriptions of the
land and naval battles, palitical intrigues and colorful personalities, which come together in an intense and
credible portrait of war-torn ancient Greece.

Copyright 2000 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal

The battle of Thermopylae doesn't sound like best seller material, but Pressfield made it work in Gates of
Fire. Here he moves on to Greek military leader Alcibiades (c.450-404 BCE).

Copyright 1999 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
James Rose:

In other case, little people like to read book Tides of War. Y ou can choose the best book if you love reading
abook. So long as we know about how isimportant a new book Tides of War. Y ou can add information and
of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, because from book you can realize
everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About
simple factor until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we could open a book or maybe
searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. Y ou can utilize it when you feel bored to go to the library.
Let's go through.

Mary Crouch:

People livein this new day of lifestyle aways attempt to and must have the time or they will get great deal of
stress from both way of life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely without a doubt. People is human not only arobot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity
are you experiencing when the spare time coming to you of course your answer will certainly unlimited

right. Then do you try this one, reading guides. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the
particular book you have read is Tides of War.

L yman Johnson:

Isit anyone who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by means of watching television programs
or just laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Tides of War can be the reply, oh how
comes? It's abook you know. Y ou are thus out of date, spending your free time by reading in thisfresh erais
common hot a geek activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?

David Black:

A lot of e-book has printed but it takes a different approach. Y ou can get it by web on social media. Y ou can



choose the very best book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever simply by searching fromit. It is
known as of book Tides of War. Y ou can contribute your knowledge by it. Without making the printed book,
it may add your knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It ismost critical that, you must aware
about book. It can bring you from one destination to other place.
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