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The Garden of Eden story, one of the most famous narratives in Western history,
istypically read as an ancient account of original sin and humanity’sfall from
divine grace. In this highly innovative study, Ziony Zevit argues that thisis not
how ancient Israglites understood the early biblical text. Drawing on such diverse
disciplines as biblical studies, geography, archaeology, mythology, anthropology,
biology, poetics, law, linguistics, and literary theory, he clarifies the worldview
of the ancient Israglite readers during the First Temple period and elucidates what
the story likely meant in its original context.

Most provocatively, he contends that our ideas about original sin are based upon
misconceptions originating in the Second Temple period under the influence of
Hellenism. He shows how, for Ancient Israelites, the story was really about how
humans achieved ethical discernment. He argues further that Adam was not made
from dust and that Eve was not made from Adam’srib. His study unsettles much
of what has been taken for granted about the story for more than two millennia
and has far-reaching implications for both literary and theological interpreters.
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The Garden of Eden story, one of the most famous narratives in Western history, istypically read as an
ancient account of original sin and humanity’sfall from divine grace. In this highly innovative study, Ziony
Zevit argues that thisis not how ancient Israelites understood the early biblical text. Drawing on such diverse
disciplines as biblical studies, geography, archaeology, mythology, anthropology, biology, poetics, law,
linguistics, and literary theory, he clarifies the worldview of the ancient Israelite readers during the First
Temple period and elucidates what the story likely meant inits original context.

Most provocatively, he contends that our ideas about original sin are based upon misconceptions originating
in the Second Temple period under the influence of Hellenism. He shows how, for Ancient Israglites, the
story was really about how humans achieved ethical discernment. He argues further that Adam was not made
from dust and that Eve was not made from Adam’srib. His study unsettles much of what has been taken for
granted about the story for more than two millennia and has far-reaching implications for both literary and
theological interpreters.
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Editorial Review
Review

"Classical Hebrew in the hands of Ziony Zevit islike a cello in the hands of a master cellist. He knows all
the hidden subtleties of the instrument, and he makes you hear them in this rendition of the profoundly
simple story of Adam, Eve, the Serpent, and their Creator in the Garden of Eden. Zevit brings agreal deal of
other biblical learning to bear in asurprisingly light-hearted book. He is playing in that sense, too. But for
meit is the touch of the master in his handling of Hebrew syntax that stands out most. Others can equal him
in those other regards. In this one he is without peer."—Jack Miles, author of God: A Biography

(Jack Miles)

"Ziony Zevit's new book is far more than an exploration of the Garden of Eden narrative alone. Along the
way, he leads his readers into a host of related topics: ancient biblical interpretation, Jewish and Christian;
the Documentary Hypothesis and modern scholars; feminist readings of the Bible; ancient Near Eastern
geography; the development of the Hebrew alphabet; Egyptian garden landscaping; Israglite curse formulag;
blood avengers in the biblical world—and, believe it or not, a good deal more. Without ever leaving Eden
behind, his book is thus an enticing vade mecum into the various fields that make up modern biblical
scholarship."—James Kugel, author of How to Read the Blble

(James Kugel)

“Zevit provides a clearly written, learned, and imaginative reinterpretation of the Garden of Eden story.
Drawing on his broad knowledge of the Bible, other ancient sources, as well as from modern and medieval
biblical scholarship, he tests traditional views while suggesting new ways of understanding this biblical
classic.”—Mark Smith, New Y ork University

(Mark Smith)

"Zevit's careful analysis of the Garden Story significantly challenges the traditional interpretation and
theological understanding of this pivotal text. All who read this book will deepen their understanding of the
biblical text and future studies will have to take Zevit's conclusions into account."—Tremper Longman |11,
Westmont College

(Tremper Longman I11)
“A model of biblical scholarship that is also wholly accessible to the general reader . . . enlivened by Zevit's
wit and good humor . . . Artful, charming, and informative.”—Jonathan Kirsch, Jewish Journal

(Jonathan Kirsch Jewish Journal)

“Consistently engaging”—Mary Joan Winn Leith, Biblical Archaeology Review (Mary Joan Winn Leith
Biblical Archaeology Review)

"Zevit's captivating style makes this material not only accessible but also fascinating."—A.J. Levine,



CHOICE
(A.J. Levine CHOICE 2014-07-01)

About the Author

Ziony Zevit is Distinguished Professor of Biblical Literature and Northwest Semitic Languages and
Literatures at the American Jewish University in Los Angeles. He iswidely recognized for his publications
in Hebrew epigraphy, biblical studies, and ancient Isradlite religion.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Anthony Harrison:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add
your knowledge by the e-book entitled What Really Happened in the Garden of Eden?. Try to make the book
What Really Happened in the Garden of Eden? as your friend. It means that it can to become your friend
when you truly feel alone and beside regarding course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, itisvery
fortuned for yourself. The book makes you more confidence because you can know everything by the book.
S0, let us make new experience and knowledge with this book.

LuisGray:

Book is usualy written, printed, or highlighted for everything. Y ou can realize everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. Asyou may know that book isimportant point to bring us around the
world. Close to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A publication What Really Happened in the
Garden of Eden? will make you to become smarter. Y ou can feel alot more confidence if you can know
about every little thing. But some of you think this open or reading any book make you bored. It is not
necessarily make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you looking for best book or
appropriate book with you?

Woodrow Harker:

What do you think about book? It isjust for students because they are still students or it for al peoplein the
world, the actual best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that question above. Every
person has distinct personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be obligated someone or
something that they don't want do that. Y ou must know how great and also important the book What Really
Happened in the Garden of Eden?. All type of book can you see on many resources. Y ou can look for the
internet methods or other social media



Kristen Clifford:

The book What Really Happened in the Garden of Eden? has alot of knowledge on it. So when you make
sureto read this book you can get alot of benefit. The book was compiled by the very famous author.
Mcdouga makes some research prior to write this book. This book very easy to read you can get the point
easily after reading this book.
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