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Seventeen-year-old Charlotte barely escaped from her abusive parents. Her little
brother, Sam, wasn't as lucky. Now she's trying to begin the new life she always
dreamed of for them, but never thought she'd have to experience alone. She's
hired a techie-genius with a knack for forgery to remove the last ties to her old
life. But while she can erase her former identity, she can't rid herself of the
memories. And her troubled history won't let her ignore the little girl she sees one
day in the park. The girl with the bruises and burn marks.
That's when Charlotte begins to receive the messages. Threatening notes left in
her apartment--without a trace of entry. And they're addressed to Piper, her old
name. As the messages grow in frequency, she doesn't just need to uncover who
is leaving them; she needs to stop whoever it is before anyone else she loves ends
up dead.
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Editorial Review

From School Library Journal
Gr 9 Up—In this breathless, melodramatic escape fantasy, a profoundly traumatized teenage girl manages to
exorcise her demons, vanquish an evil human trafficker, and find true love. Seventeen-year-old Piper
escaped from The Parents, a junky mother and sadistic, abusive father, but she wasn't able to save her little
brother, who now lives as a voice in her head. She resides in Philadelphia under an assumed name and
identity that she purchased from Cameron, a handsome, devoted, nonthreatening hacker with ties to the
Mafia. With her experienced eye, Piper observes an older man and young girl walk through the park, and
deduces that the girl is being brutally mistreated in similar ways to what she survived. The protagonist
engineers a daring rescue to save the girl, named Sanda, from a life of servitude. Sanda and Piper start trying
to build a life together, but Piper is stalked and threatened by Sanda's former abuser, who managed to survive
Piper's attack. The teen has to save herself, Sanda, and Cameron from an insane torturer with a fetish for
blood. In the acknowledgments, the author gives some background information about human trafficking and
her underlying goal to raise awareness about the issue. With over-the-top present-tense narration and
dramatic descriptions of torture and human slavery, this novel will appeal to readers with a taste for
sensationalism.—Kyle Lukoff, Corlears School, New York City

Review

“. . . this suspenseful novel focuses attention on the plight of enslaved and abused children through an
action/adventure plot.” ?BCCB

“This chiller for older teens offers an exceptional, albeit highly disturbing, narration by a survivor of abuse.”
?VOYA

“Richly developed characters, swift pacing, and a present-tense narrative plunge the reader effectively into
the moment, while Johansson's empathy for victims of domestic abuse draws attention to an important
issue.” ?Booklist

“In this breathless, melodramatic escape from fantasy, a profoundly traumatized teenage girl manages to
exorcise her demons, vanquish an evil human trafficker, and find true love.” ?School Library Journal

“After escaping abuse at the hands of her parents, one girl must fight to save herself and those closest to her
from a new threat . . . A thriller tracing the evolution of a strong-willed protagonist as she ralliest against the
demons of her past.” ?Kirkus Reviews

“A superb blend of mystery and romance, it's never what you expect. A masterpiece.” ?Jennifer L.
Armentrout, #1 New York Times-bestselling author of the Lux and Covenant series

“Your heart will ache with sympathy and pound with terror in rapid alternation as you read J.R. Johansson's
breathtaking novel.” ?Emmy Laybourne, author of the Monument 14 trilogy

“Every page of Cut Me Free is eerier and more haunting than the last. Piper is an honest and daringly brave
narrator with a voice that will captivate readers until the very end.” ?Sarah Harian, author of The Wicked We
Have Done

“Tense and addictive, Cut Me Free is a gripping psychological thriller that will stay with you long after



you've finished the last page.” ?Gretchen McNeil, author of Ten and the Don't Get Mad series

“Chilling, heartbreaking, and compulsively readable. These characters will haunt you.” ?Jennifer Lynn
Barnes, author of The Naturals

“A gripping thriller about the fierceness of hope, even in the face of the unspeakable.” ?Julie Berry, author
of All The Truth That's in Me

“Cut Me Free is a beautifully written, dark, suspenseful thriller that gets under your skin on page one and
never lets up.” ?Michelle Gagnon, author of Don't Turn Around

“Johansson never loses sight of her determination to instruct readers about the evils of human trafficking and
child abuse, but her story suffers from sensationalism.” ?Publishers Weekly

From the Inside Flap
Seventeen-year-old Charlotte barely escaped from her abusive parents. Her little brother, Sam, wasn't as
lucky. Now she's trying to begin the new life she always dreamed of for them, but never thought she'd have
to experience alone. She's hired a techie-genius with a knack for forgery to remove the last ties to her old
life. But while she can erase her former identity, she can't rid herself of the memories. And her troubled
history won't let her ignore the little girl she sees one day in the park. The girl with the bruises and burn
marks.

That's when Charlotte begins to receive the messages. Threatening notes left in her apartment--without a
trace of entry. And they're addressed to Piper, her old name. As the messages grow in frequency, she doesn't
just need to uncover who is leaving them; she needs to stop whoever it is before anyone else she loves ends
up dead. 

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Katy Pinkham:

Typically the book Cut Me Free will bring you to the new experience of reading some sort of book. The
author style to explain the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book to learn, this book very suited to
you. The book Cut Me Free is much recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book through
the official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Charles Green:

Many people spending their time by playing outside together with friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by studying a book. Ugh, do
you think reading a book can really hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It okay you can
have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Cut Me Free which is
obtaining the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's see.



Glenn Bail:

In this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are more special
than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you need to do
is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to experience a look at some books. One of
several books in the top list in your reading list is Cut Me Free. This book which is qualified as The Hungry
Inclines can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By looking up and review this publication you
can get many advantages.

Nicholas Thiede:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many concern for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some
people likes reading through, not only science book but also novel and Cut Me Free or even others sources
were given understanding for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel need to read more and
more. Science e-book was created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those textbooks are helping
them to bring their knowledge. In different case, beside science reserve, any other book likes Cut Me Free to
make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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