If the Shoe Fits

Read Online ©

If the Shoe Fits By Gary Soto

By Gary Soto

Rigo doesn't like being the youngest brother. He always has to wear his big
brothers hand-me-downs. Plus, his brothers-Hector, Manuel, and Carlos-aways
seem to lose buttons, rip holes, and wear the clothes out before they get to Rigo!
But Rigo's luck changes on his birthday when his mom gives him a pair of shoes.
He loves them for their shine and style, but most of al he loves them because
they are brand-new. After he outgrows the shoes, and trades them to his uncle for
old Mexican centavos, Rigo learns that some hand-me-downs are better than
brand-new.
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Rigo doesn't like being the youngest brother. He always has to wear his big brothers' hand-me-downs. Plus,
his brothers-Hector, Manuel, and Carlos-always seem to lose buttons, rip holes, and wear the clothes out
before they get to Rigo! But Rigo's luck changes on his birthday when his mom gives him a pair of shoes. He
loves them for their shine and style, but most of al he loves them because they are brand-new. After he
outgrows the shoes, and trades them to his uncle for old Mexican centavos, Rigo learns that some hand-me-
downs are better than brand-new.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

Soto (Too Many Tamales; Baseball in April) sizes up the eponymous adage just right in this picture-book
peek at alarge Mexican-American family. Asthe youngest son in a household of growing kids, Rigo often
gets stuck wearing frayed and ill-fitting hand-me-downs. So he's especially thrilled to receive a pair of
brand-new penny loafers for his ninth birthday. But when a neighborhood tough makes fun of Rigo's fancy
footwear, Rigo hides the loafers away. However, when Rigo needs to wear the shoes afew months later, they
no longer fit him. The situation presents Rigo with an opportunity to see hand-me-downs with new eyes
when he thoughtfully presents the almost-new loafers to his uncle, who can make good use of them. A
realistic, consistently sensitive undercurrent of emation runs throughout this swift-moving tale, so that it
delivers its message with seeming spontaneity. Careful details help develop Rigo as a strong, intriguing
character. Widener's (The Babe and |) highly stylized paintings combine creamy color tones and dynamic
shapes. The buoyancy of the art, like the intimacy of the prose, enhances the story's liveliness. Ages 5-up.

Copyright 2001 Cahners Business Information, Inc.

From School Library Journal

Gr 1-3-Rigo livesin a crowded house with his four siblings, his parents, and his uncle. Accustomed to hand-
me-downs, he is thrilled when he gets new shoes for his ninth birthday. He loves them until a neighborhood
kid makes fun of them and takes the nickels from the dots in the loafers. The shoes are stashed away until
Rigo needs them for a party but finds they no longer fit. Fortunately, he realizes that his uncle could use
them for his new job as awaiter. Thisis agentle and honest story about a close-knit Mexican-American
family. The uncluttered illustrations use bold colors and clean lines, which make the images simple and
strong. It is asupplemental addition with a positive message about sharing.

Linda M. Kenton, San Rafael Public Library, CA

Copyright 2002 Cahners Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist

Ages 4-8. Rigo, the youngest in his big, immigrant family, istired of wearing everyone's hand-me-downs, so
he's thrilled when he gets a brand-new pair of fancy loafers of hisvery own. He feels "suave." But when the
local bully teases him, he puts away the shiny shoes, only to find out later that he has outgrown them. He
gives the shoes to his uncle, who gives Rigo a hand-me-down from Mexico, something that is old and
valuable. Many kids will recognize Rigo's resentment at being at the end of the line, and they'll enjoy
Widener's computer-generated, cartoon-style art, in bright colors and bold, clear shapes that exaggerate the
situation--from the close-up of Rigo's glowering face to the farce of histrying to squeeze his big feet into the
shiny shoes. Hazel Rochman

Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Users Review

From reader reviews:


http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801

Maxine Elam:

Do you among people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on guys
that aren't like that. This If the Shoe Fits book is readable simply by you who hate the perfect word style.

Y ou will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable examining experience without leaving also decrease the
knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer of If the Shoe Fits content conveys the idea easily to
understand by many people. The printed and e-book are not different in the written content but it just
different in the form of it. So, do you nevertheless thinking If the Shoe Fitsis not loveable to be your top
record reading book?

Larry Chaffin:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also be alife style. Thisreading
routine give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge your information inside the
book that improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of guide you
read, if you want send more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want feel happy read one
using theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The particular If the Shoe Fitsis kind of reserve
which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Brenda Hedstrom:

A lot of people aways spent their free time to vacation or go to the outside with them household or their
friend. Do you know? Many alot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or even playing video
games al day long. If you would like try to find a new activity that islook different you can read the book. It
isreally fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent all day long to reading a
reserve. The book If the Shoe Fitsit is extremely good to read. There are alot of folks that recommended this
book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough space to bring this book
you can buy the particular e-book. Y ou can mQOore simply to read this book from your smart phone. The price
is not too expensive but this book has high quality.

Karen Johnson:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book particularly
book entitled If the Shoe Fits your mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each and
every aspect that maybe unknown for but surely can be your mind friends. Imaging every single word
written in abook then become one form conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get ahead of. The
If the Shoe Fits giving you another experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful
datafor your better life with this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern thisis your body and
mind will be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this
extraordinary paying spare time activity?
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