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Mao Zedong's political and cultural legacy remains potent even in today's China.
There have been many books that have explored his posthumous legacy, but none
that has scrutinized the cult of Mao and the massive worship that was fostered
around him at the height of his powers during the Cultural Revolution. This
riveting book is the first to do so. By analyzing previously secret archival
documents, obscure objects, and political pamphlets, Daniel Leese traces the
tumultuous history of the cult within the Communist Party and at the grassroots
level. The Party leadership's original intention was to develop a prominent brand
symbol, which would compete with the nationalists' elevation of Chiang Kai-
shek. They did not, however, anticipate that Mao would use this symbolic power
to mobilize Chinese youth to rebel against party bureaucracy itself. The result
was anarchy, and when the army was called in, it relied on mandatory rituals of
worship, such as daily reading of the Little Red Book or performances of 'the
loyalty dance', to restore order. Such fascinating detail sheds light not only on the
personality cult of Mao, but also on hero-worship in other traditions.
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Mao Zedong's political and cultural legacy remains potent even in today's China. There have been many
books that have explored his posthumous legacy, but none that has scrutinized the cult of Mao and the
massive worship that was fostered around him at the height of his powers during the Cultural Revolution.
This riveting book is the first to do so. By analyzing previously secret archival documents, obscure objects,
and political pamphlets, Daniel Leese traces the tumultuous history of the cult within the Communist Party
and at the grassroots level. The Party leadership's original intention was to develop a prominent brand
symbol, which would compete with the nationalists' elevation of Chiang Kai-shek. They did not, however,
anticipate that Mao would use this symbolic power to mobilize Chinese youth to rebel against party
bureaucracy itself. The result was anarchy, and when the army was called in, it relied on mandatory rituals of
worship, such as daily reading of the Little Red Book or performances of 'the loyalty dance', to restore order.
Such fascinating detail sheds light not only on the personality cult of Mao, but also on hero-worship in other
traditions.
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Editorial Review

Review
'Leese charts the rise of Mao's cult in clear stages, with an excellent eye for its intricacies.' The Times
Literary Supplement

About the Author
Daniel Leese is Assistant Professor at the Institute of Chinese Studies at Ludwig-Maximilians-University in
Munich. He is the editor of Brill's Encyclopedia of China (2008).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jordan Weatherspoon:

Do you one among people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys
that aren't like that. This Mao Cult: Rhetoric and Ritual in China's Cultural Revolution book is readable
through you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable reading
through experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer
regarding Mao Cult: Rhetoric and Ritual in China's Cultural Revolution content conveys prospect easily to
understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content but it just different by
means of it. So , do you nonetheless thinking Mao Cult: Rhetoric and Ritual in China's Cultural Revolution is
not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Hubert Ray:

This book untitled Mao Cult: Rhetoric and Ritual in China's Cultural Revolution to be one of several books
in which best seller in this year, here is because when you read this publication you can get a lot of benefit
upon it. You will easily to buy this kind of book in the book retail store or you can order it by using online.
The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, since you can read
this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason to you to past this e-book from your list.

Dorothy Whisler:

The reserve with title Mao Cult: Rhetoric and Ritual in China's Cultural Revolution includes a lot of
information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. That book exist new
information the information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world at this point. That is
important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you with new
era of the globalization. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere
you want.



Virginia Benoit:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, short story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not trying Mao Cult: Rhetoric and Ritual in
China's Cultural Revolution that give your fun preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book.
Reading routine all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world considerably better
then how they react toward the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading habit only for the geeky
person but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for all of you who want to start studying as
your good habit, you can pick Mao Cult: Rhetoric and Ritual in China's Cultural Revolution become your
current starter.
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