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Drawing on anthropologist Ana Mariella Bacigalupo's fifteen years of field
research, Shamans of the Foye Tree: Gender, Power, and Healing among
Chilean Mapuche is the first study to follow shamans' gender identities and
performance in a variety of ritual, social, sexual, and political contexts.

To Mapuche shamans, or machi, the foye tree is of special importance, not only
for its medicinal qualities but also because of its hermaphroditic flowers, which
reflect the gender-shifting components of machi healing practices. Framed by the
cultural constructions of gender and identity, Bacigalupo's fascinating findings
span the ways in which the Chilean state stigmatizes the machi as witches and
sexual deviants; how shamans use paradoxical discourses about gender to
legitimatize themselves as healers and, at the same time, as modern men and
women; the tree's political use as a symbol of resistance to national ideologies;
and other components of these rich traditions.

The first comprehensive study on Mapuche shamans' gendered practices,
Shamans of the Foye Tree offers new perspectives on this crucial intersection of
spiritual, social, and political power.
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Drawing on anthropologist Ana Mariella Bacigalupo's fifteen years of field research, Shamans of the Foye
Tree: Gender, Power, and Healing among Chilean Mapuche is the first study to follow shamans' gender
identities and performance in a variety of ritual, social, sexual, and political contexts.

To Mapuche shamans, or machi, the foye tree is of special importance, not only for its medicinal qualities but
also because of its hermaphroditic flowers, which reflect the gender-shifting components of machi healing
practices. Framed by the cultural constructions of gender and identity, Bacigalupo's fascinating findings span
the ways in which the Chilean state stigmatizes the machi as witches and sexual deviants; how shamans use
paradoxical discourses about gender to legitimatize themselves as healers and, at the same time, as modern
men and women; the tree's political use as a symbol of resistance to national ideologies; and other
components of these rich traditions.

The first comprehensive study on Mapuche shamans' gendered practices, Shamans of the Foye Tree offers
new perspectives on this crucial intersection of spiritual, social, and political power.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
ANA MARIELLA BACIGALUPO is Associate Professor of Anthropology at the University at Buffalo.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Pamela Adair:

Here thing why this Shamans of the Foye Tree: Gender, Power, and Healing among Chilean Mapuche are
different and trustworthy to be yours. First of all looking at a book is good nonetheless it depends in the
content than it which is the content is as delicious as food or not. Shamans of the Foye Tree: Gender, Power,
and Healing among Chilean Mapuche giving you information deeper including different ways, you can find
any guide out there but there is no guide that similar with Shamans of the Foye Tree: Gender, Power, and
Healing among Chilean Mapuche. It gives you thrill examining journey, its open up your eyes about the
thing that happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened around you. You can easily bring
everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your means home by train. For anyone who is having
difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form of Shamans of the Foye Tree: Gender, Power, and
Healing among Chilean Mapuche in e-book can be your choice.

Sandra Williams:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the headline Shamans of
the Foye Tree: Gender, Power, and Healing among Chilean Mapuche suitable to you? The actual book was
written by popular writer in this era. The book untitled Shamans of the Foye Tree: Gender, Power, and
Healing among Chilean Mapucheis the main one of several books in which everyone read now. This book
was inspired many men and women in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new
dimension that you ever know previous to. The author explained their thought in the simple way,
consequently all of people can easily to be aware of the core of this guide. This book will give you a lot of
information about this world now. So that you can see the represented of the world on this book.

Latricia Wynkoop:

That book can make you to feel relax. This book Shamans of the Foye Tree: Gender, Power, and Healing
among Chilean Mapuche was bright colored and of course has pictures around. As we know that book
Shamans of the Foye Tree: Gender, Power, and Healing among Chilean Mapuche has many kinds or genre.
Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read and believe
that you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it makes
you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading that
will.



Kimberly Hogan:

A lot of publication has printed but it is unique. You can get it by internet on social media. You can choose
the best book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is referred to as of
book Shamans of the Foye Tree: Gender, Power, and Healing among Chilean Mapuche. You can include
your knowledge by it. Without making the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make anyone
happier to read. It is most critical that, you must aware about publication. It can bring you from one
destination for a other place.
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