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How can we distinguish between injustice and misfortune? What can we learn
from the victims of calamity about the sense of injustice they harbor? In this
book a distinguished political theorist ponders these and other questions and
formulates a new political and moral theory of injustice that encompasses not
only deliberate acts of cruelty or unfairness but also indifference to such acts.
 
Judith N. Shklar draws on the writings of Plato, Augustine, and Montaigne, three
skeptics who gave the theory of injustice its main structure and intellectual force,
as well as on political theory, history, social psychology, and literature from
sources as diverse as Rosseau, Dickens, Hardy, and E. L. Doctorow. Shklar
argues that we cannot set rigid rules to distinguish instances of misfortune from
injustice, as most theories of justice would have us do, for such definitions would
not take into account historical variability and differences in perception and
interest between the victims and spectators. From the victim's point of
view—whether it be one who suffered in an earthquake or as a result of social
discrimination—the full definition of injustice must include not only the
immediate cause of disaster but also our refusal to prevent and then to mitigate
the damage, or what Shklar calls passive injustice. With this broader definition
comes a call for greater responsibility from both citizens and public servants.
When we attempt to make political decisions about what to do in specific
instances of injustice, says Shklar, we must give the victim's voice its full weight.
This is in keeping with the best impulses of democracy and is our only alternative
to a complacency that is bound to favor the unjust.
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How can we distinguish between injustice and misfortune? What can we learn from the victims of calamity
about the sense of injustice they harbor? In this book a distinguished political theorist ponders these and
other questions and formulates a new political and moral theory of injustice that encompasses not only
deliberate acts of cruelty or unfairness but also indifference to such acts.
 
Judith N. Shklar draws on the writings of Plato, Augustine, and Montaigne, three skeptics who gave the
theory of injustice its main structure and intellectual force, as well as on political theory, history, social
psychology, and literature from sources as diverse as Rosseau, Dickens, Hardy, and E. L. Doctorow. Shklar
argues that we cannot set rigid rules to distinguish instances of misfortune from injustice, as most theories of
justice would have us do, for such definitions would not take into account historical variability and
differences in perception and interest between the victims and spectators. From the victim's point of
view—whether it be one who suffered in an earthquake or as a result of social discrimination—the full
definition of injustice must include not only the immediate cause of disaster but also our refusal to prevent
and then to mitigate the damage, or what Shklar calls passive injustice. With this broader definition comes a
call for greater responsibility from both citizens and public servants. When we attempt to make political
decisions about what to do in specific instances of injustice, says Shklar, we must give the victim's voice its
full weight. This is in keeping with the best impulses of democracy and is our only alternative to a
complacency that is bound to favor the unjust.
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Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

James Dungan:

Book is written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can learn everything you want by a guide. Book
has a different type. As we know that book is important matter to bring us around the world. Close to that
you can your reading talent was fluently. A book The Faces of Injustice (The Storrs Lectures Series) will
make you to be smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can know about almost everything. But
some of you think this open or reading the book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they may be
thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or acceptable book with you?

Nathaniel Thomas:

You can spend your free time you just read this book this e-book. This The Faces of Injustice (The Storrs
Lectures Series) is simple bringing you can read it in the park, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did
not get much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you simpler
to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will get when
one buys this book.

Stacey Williams:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many query for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people likes
reading, not only science book and also novel and The Faces of Injustice (The Storrs Lectures Series) or
maybe others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the truly amazing a book, you feel
wish to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or even students especially. Those
ebooks are helping them to bring their knowledge. In different case, beside science guide, any other book
likes The Faces of Injustice (The Storrs Lectures Series) to make your spare time far more colorful. Many
types of book like here.

Mary May:

A lot of guide has printed but it is unique. You can get it by internet on social media. You can choose the top
book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is called of book The
Faces of Injustice (The Storrs Lectures Series). You can contribute your knowledge by it. Without making
the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It is most important
that, you must aware about publication. It can bring you from one destination to other place.
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