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An enchanting, authentic Navajo tale about the importance of keeping one'slife
in balance. Wandering Girl, a strong-willed shepherdess, promises Spider
Woman she won't weave too long. But as soon as spring bursts into glorious
colour, she begins creating the most beautiful blanket in the world. "Begay's
dramatic shifts of perspective, hisinnate sensitivity to the land and people
depicted, and the text's powerful message about pride's deadly effects combinein
an appealing and meaningful way." - School Library Journal, starred review
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

Duncan blends several versions of a Navajo myth for this relatively abstract moral tale. When the Fourth
World is created, the girl who will be Weaving Woman misses the lessons in leading a balanced life the rest
of the People receive. Spider Woman later teaches her how to weave, and warns her not to spend too much
time at it. But she becomes obsessed with weaving a beautiful blanket-and her spirit gets trapped in it. Spider
Woman herself has to pull a strand of wool looseto free her. To this day, Navajo weavers leave a " spirit
pathway" in their blankets, "so the spirit of the weaver will not be imprisoned by its beauty." Asin Begay's
Malii and Cousin Horned Toad, the graceful figures of the characters appear on dappled backgrounds,
brightly colored against pastoral Western landscapes during happy times, darker and often spooky as
Weaving Woman traps herself. Duncan's tale carries a thoughtful message, grounded in well-chosen details
and adeptly relayed through her personable storytelling. Ages 6-9.

Copyright 1996 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From School Library Journa

Grade 3-6?Much more than a pourquoi tale, this story also concerns the rejection of obsession, even in the
service of beauty, and recalls the Greek myth of Arachne. When Wandering Girl learns from Spider Woman
how to make blankets from her sheep's wool, she is renamed Weaving Woman. She marries and spends a
winter at her loom. In the spring, she discovers how to make dyes and isinspired to "create the most

beautiful blanket in all of the world." Asthis goal consumes her, she forgets the Navgjo Middle Way; her life
loses its balance and her spirit becomes trapped in the blanket. Through a shaman's intervention, Spider
Woman returnsto pull aloose strand from the border, spoiling its perfection and freeing the weaver's spirit.
Since then, the text adds, "every Navagjo blanket has been woven with a pathway, so the spirit of the weaver
will not be imprisoned by its beauty.” The details Duncan adds from the Dineh creation story, as well asthe
happy ending, make it distinctively Navajo, as do Begay's light-spangled paintings. Significantly, in almost
every one, the perfect rectangle of theillustration is broken by an element of the design extending beyond it:
avisua reminder of the story's moral. The impact of the heroine's decision to use dyes is somewhat lessened
by the brightly patterned clothing she wears throughout. Nevertheless, Begay's dramatic shifts of perspective,
his innate sensitivity to the land and people depicted, and the text's powerful message about pride's deadly
effects combine in an appealing and meaningful way.?Patricia (Dooley) Lothrop Green, St. George's School,
Newport, RI

Copyright 1996 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist

Ages 5"-8. This Navajo legend tells of a young shepherdess who shivers from the cold until the mythic
Spider Woman teaches her how to shear sheep, card and spin wool, and weave blankets. Spider Woman
warns the newly named Weaving Woman to "walk the Middle Way," keeping her life in balance and
avoiding weaving for too long at any one time. Although Weaving Woman promises to follow the Middle
Way, she becomes so involved in her craft that she begins to weave from sunup to sundown. Soon sheis
trapped in a blanket of her own weaving, her spirit woven into its cloth. Loosening a thread makes the
blanket imperfect and creates a path for her spirit to escape. Although the message may have more resonance
for adults than for kids, the tale appears here in a colorful, picture book edition that should hold the interest
of primary-grade children. Carolyn Phelan


http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Michael Brown:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the seaworld or hanging out with friendsis thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try factor that really opposite from
that. One activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you are
ride on and with addition info. Even you love The Magic Of Spider Woman, you could enjoy both. It isfine
combination right, you still would like to missit? What kind of hangout type isit? Oh come on its mind
hangout folks. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on itsidentified as reading friends.

Amanda Acuna:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you might haveitin
e-book approach, more simple and reachable. This The Magic Of Spider Woman can give you alot of
friends because by you checking out this one book you have thing that they don't and make a person more
like an interesting person. That book can be one of a step for you to get success. This guide offer you
information that possibly your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than different make you to be great
persons. So , why hesitate? Let's have The Magic Of Spider Woman.

Susan Ross:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many question for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people
likes reading through, not only science book and also novel and The Magic Of Spider Woman or maybe
others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the good a book, you feel want to read
more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those books are
helping them to bring their knowledge. In various other case, beside science reserve, any other book likes
The Magic Of Spider Woman to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like this one.

Joan Naylor:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got students? We believe that that query
was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individua has different hobby. And also
you know that little person including reading or aslooking at become their hobby. Y ou have to know that
reading is very important as well as book asto be the point. Book isimportant thing to incorporate you
knowledge, except your current teacher or lecturer. Y ou discover good news or update about something by
book. Different categories of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is niagra The
Magic Of Spider Woman.
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