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The Atacama Desert, a coastal area where the borders of Chile, Peru, and Bolivia
meet, was aregion of little interest in the |late nineteenth century until European
research on the use of nitratesin fertilizers and explosives rendered the droppings
of millions of sea birds a valuable commodity. In a move that echoed the
Cdlifornia Gold Rush, the three neighboring countries soon battled for control of
theregion. In 1879, a comparatively modern and powerful Chile seized Bolivia's
coastal province, and a secret alliance between Peru and Boliviasoon led to a
full-scale war, one which saw the employment of much new military technology.

Using such new weapons as the breech-loading rifle, rapid-fire cannon, ironclad
warships, torpedoes, and el ectronic mines, Chile quickly crushed the alied
armies, but a guerrillawar would drag on for years. While the three armies
fought over some of the most inhospitable terrain imaginable, from burning,
waterless deserts to snow-clogged mountain passes at 15,000 feet, their
governments bumbled and wrangled. In the end, the lure of easy wealth
undermined the economies of all three nations and served no good purpose when
the market for nitrates soon evaporated, leaving all three much poorer for the
experience.
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The Atacama Desert, a coastal area where the borders of Chile, Peru, and Bolivia meet, was aregion of little
interest in the late nineteenth century until European research on the use of nitratesin fertilizers and
explosives rendered the droppings of millions of sea birds a valuable commodity. In amove that echoed the
California Gold Rush, the three neighboring countries soon battled for control of the region. In 1879, a
comparatively modern and powerful Chile seized Bolivias coastal province, and a secret aliance between
Peru and Bolivia soon led to a full-scale war, one which saw the employment of much new military
technology.

Using such new weapons as the breech-loading rifle, rapid-fire cannon, ironclad warships, torpedoes, and
electronic mines, Chile quickly crushed the allied armies, but a guerrillawar would drag on for years. While
the three armies fought over some of the most inhospitable terrain imaginable, from burning, waterless
deserts to snow-clogged mountain passes at 15,000 feet, their governments bumbled and wrangled. In the
end, the lure of easy wealth undermined the economies of all three nations and served no good purpose when
the market for nitrates soon evaporated, leaving all three much poorer for the experience.
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Editorial Review

Review

"[i]n the works discussed herein. As a corpus these works are significant because they raise questions for
future students of military-civilian relations...Such contrasts and comparisons make this body of work
historiographically noteworthy as well...Each is arefreshing corrective to national versions that extolled the
virtues of things matial, made nationalistic claims, and doted on the technicalities of military history, all the
while ignoring the ugly side of war and its aftermath...Smallman's Fear and Memory confirms this on a case-
study level. Centeno's and Smallman's works complement each other neatly, as do Vae's, Whigham's, and
Farcau's; and Brahm's, Rauch's, Arancibias, and Sater's and Herwig's. _"-Latin American Review

..."avaluable addition to the study of nineteenth century Latin American history."-South Eastern Latin
Americanist

..."interesting and well-written...the book provides a good introduction to the War of the Pacific, covering the
political and economic aspects quite well...a good starting poing for those interested in the war and Chile's
nineteenth-century domination of the west coast of South America."-The Journal of Military History

..."avery welcome work for anyone interested in the military history of the nineteenth century, aswell as
relations among L atine American states, on which the confict continues to have an impact....does a very good
job of examining strategic planning, campaigns, and a number of individual actions."-The NYMAS
Newsletter

"Yi"n the works discussed herein. As a corpus these works are significant because they raise questions for
future students of military-civilian relations...Such contrasts and comparisons make this body of work
historiographically noteworthy aswell...Each is arefreshing corrective to national versions that extolled the
virtues of things matial, made nationalistic claims, and doted on the technicalities of military history, all the
while ignoring the ugly side of war and its aftermath...Smallman's Fear and Memory confirms this on a case-
study level. Centeno's and Smallman's works complement each other neatly, as do Vae's, Whigham's, and
Farcau's, and Brahm's, Rauch's, Arancibias, and Sater's and Herwig's. _"-Latin American Review

?...avaluable addition to the study of nineteenth century Latin American history.?-South Eastern Latin
Americanist

?...interesting and well-written...the book provides a good introduction to the War of the Pacific, covering the
political and economic aspects quite well...a good starting poing for those interested in the war and Chile's
nineteenth-century domination of the west coast of South America.?-The Journal of Military History

?...avery welcome work for anyone interested in the military history of the nineteenth century, aswell as
relations among L atine American states, on which the confict continues to have an impact....does a very good
job of examining strategic planning, campaigns, and a number of individual actions.>-The NYMAS
Newsletter
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virtues of things matial, made nationalistic claims, and doted on the technicalities of military history, all the
while ignoring the ugly side of war and its aftermath...Smallman's Fear and Memory confirms this on a case-
study level. Centeno's and Smallman's works complement each other neatly, as do Vae's, Whigham's, and
Farcau's; and Brahm's, Rauch's, Arancibids, and Sater's and Herwig's. _?-Latin American Review

.,-"avaluable addition to the study of nineteenth century Latin American history."-South Eastern Latin
Americanist

.,-"interesting and well-written...the book provides a good introduction to the War of the Pacific, covering the
political and economic aspects quite well...a good starting poing for those interested in the war and Chile's
nineteenth-century domination of the west coast of South America."-The Journal of Military History
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relations among L atine American states, on which the confict continues to have an impact....does a very good
job of examining strategic planning, campaigns, and a number of individual actions."-The NYMAS
Newsletter
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Users Review
From reader reviews:
Shawn Holmes:

The experience that you get from The Ten Cents War: Chile, Peru, and Boliviain the War of the Pacific,
1879-1884 is the more deep you rooting the information that hide inside the words the more you get serious
about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to comprehend but The Ten Cents War: Chile, Peru,
and Boliviain the War of the Pacific, 1879-1884 giving you thrill feeling of reading. The writer conveys
their point in certain way that can be understood by simply anyone who read it because the author of this
publication is well-known enough. That book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. It is
therefore easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you
for having that The Ten Cents War: Chile, Peru, and Boliviain the War of the Pacific, 1879-1884 instantly.

Sonya Ewing:

The publication with title The Ten Cents War: Chile, Peru, and Boliviain the War of the Pacific, 1879-1884
posesses alot of information that you can study it. Y ou can get alot of help after read this book. Thiskind of
book exist new expertise the information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world at this
point. That isimportant to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This particular book will
bring you with new era of the globalization. Y ou can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read the
idea anywhere you want.



Evelyn Montgomery:

Isit an individual who having spare timein that case spend it whole day by simply watching television
programs or just lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Ten Cents War: Chile,
Peru, and Boliviain the War of the Pacific, 1879-1884 can be the reply, oh how comes? A book you know.
Y ou are consequently out of date, spending your time by reading in this new erais common not a nerd
activity. So what these guides have than the others?

Ronda Powers;

With this erawhich is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more special
than other. Do you want to become one of it? It isjust simple approach to have that. What you arerelated is
just spending your time very little but quite enough to possess alook at some books. One of the books in the
top record in your reading list is The Ten Cents War: Chile, Peru, and Boliviain the War of the Pacific,
1879-1884. This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in turning into
precious person. By looking upwards and review this reserve you can get many advantages.
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