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Specimens of 38 of the finest type families in the world are brought together in
Typographic Specimens: The Great Typefaces, making it an invaluable reference
tool for graphic designers, editors, art directors, production managers, desktop
publishers, and students. Each type family is shown in display and text specimens
with complete fonts including italic and bold variations; extended families such
as Futura and Univers include additional type weights and widths. Each type
family's section opens with a full-page experimental design, created by an
outstanding graphic designer to demonstrate its potential. The specimens are
accompanied by a concise discussion of each type family's origins,
charactertistics, and usage. Typographic specimens provide an opportunity to
study typefaces, to select and plan typography, and to increase one's knowledge
of letterforms. Drawing and tracing specimens remain excellent ways to
understand type and create logos and other typographic designs. Study of
specimens aids in the selection of fonts to be purchased for the font library.
Typographic specimens introduce unfamiliar typefaces in printed form and aid in
the development of connoisseurship. Comparative analysis of similar faces in
printed form becomes possible. Over one hundred prominent designers and
design educators were sent a ballot listing all major typefaces and were asked to
vote for the type families that best fulfilled their personal criteria for typographic
excellence. The typefaces contained in this book represent the results of this poll,
providing a compendium of excellent typefaces that have stood the test of time.

Typographic Specimens: The Great Typefaces will provide information,
inspiration, and a keener knowledge of typography.
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Editorial Review

From the Back Cover
Specimens of 38 of the finest type families in the world are brought together in Typographic Specimens: The
Great Typefaces, making it an invaluable reference tool for graphic designers, editors, art directors,
production managers, desktop publishers, and students. Each type family is shown in display and text
specimens with complete fonts including italic and bold variations; extended families such as Futura and
Univers include additional type weights and widths. Each type family’s section opens with a full-page
experimental design, created by an outstanding graphic designer to demonstrate its potential. The specimens
are accompanied by a concise discussion of each type family's origins, charactertistics, and usage.
Typographic specimens provide an opportunity to study typefaces, to select and plan typography, and to
increase one’s knowledge of letterforms. Drawing and tracing specimens remain excellent ways to
understand type and create logos and other typographic designs. Study of specimens aids in the selection of
fonts to be purchased for the font library. Typographic specimens introduce unfamiliar typefaces in printed
form and aid in the development of connoisseurship. Comparative analysis of similar faces in printed form
becomes possible. Over one hundred prominent designers and design educators were sent a ballot listing all
major typefaces and were asked to vote for the type families that best fulfilled their personal criteria for
typographic excellence. The typefaces contained in this book represent the results of this poll, providing a
compendium of excellent typefaces that have stood the test of time.
Typographic Specimens: The Great Typefaces will provide information, inspiration, and a keener knowledge
of typography. Akzidenz-Grotesk American Typewriter Baskerville Bembo Bodoni Bookman Caledonia
Caslon Centaur Century Schoolbook Cheltenham Clarendon Didot Folio Franklin Gothic Frutiger Futura
Galliard Gill Sans Garamond Goudy Old Style Helvetica Janson Kabel News Gothic Optima Palatino
Perpetua Plantin Sabon Serifa Stone Sans Stone Serif Stymie Times New Roman Trump Mediaeval Univers
Zapf Book

About the Author
Philip Meggs is professor at Virginia Commonwealth University, contributing editor of Print magazine, and
visiting graduate faculty at Syracuse University. He is the author of Type & Image and A History of Graphic
Design, and coauthor of Typographic Design: Form and Communication. His design work has been
exhibited widely, including Print Regional Annual, CA Annual, Graphis Posters, Photographis, and The New
York Art Director's Club. Rob Carter teaches typography and graphic design at Virginia Commonwealth
University. His design projects have been exhibited by the American Institute of Graphic Arts, New York
Art Director's Club, Society of Typographic Arts, Graphis Annual, Creativity, and the New York Type
Director's Club. He is the author of American Typography Today and coauthor of Typographic Design: Form
and Communication.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Kimberly Franks:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world could share their idea.
Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their particular reader with their story or



perhaps their experience. Not only the story that share in the ebooks. But also they write about advantage
about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children,
there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on this planet always try to improve their expertise
in writing, they also doing some research before they write with their book. One of them is this Typographic
Specimens: The Great Typefaces.

Valerie Little:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their leisure time with
their family, or their very own friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, planning
to beach, or picnic within the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to
something different to fill your free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book could be option to fill your no
cost time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you
want to try look for book, may be the book untitled Typographic Specimens: The Great Typefaces can be
very good book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Jerry Jackman:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the spare time or they will get
wide range of stress from both day to day life and work. So , once we ask do people have time, we will say
absolutely of course. People is human not really a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity do you
have when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer can unlimited right. Then ever try this
one, reading guides. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the book you have read is
usually Typographic Specimens: The Great Typefaces.

Malcolm Thurmond:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to opt for book
like comic, short story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not striving Typographic Specimens:
The Great Typefaces that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book.
Reading practice all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world far better then
how they react to the world. It can't be said constantly that reading routine only for the geeky man or woman
but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for every you who want to start examining as
your good habit, you are able to pick Typographic Specimens: The Great Typefaces become your own
starter.
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