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Despite his talent for self-promotion, the character of the emperor Augustus is
rarely revealed and as such makes this biography unique in its presentation of
Augustus the man. Pat Southern chronologically traces the life, works and times
of the emperor, presenting ideology and events from his point of view to provide
a compelling depiction of an extraordinary man, who was the guiding light in the
transformation of the Roman Republic into the Roman Empire.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Southern (Domitian: Tragic Tyrant) has contributed the first true biography of Augustus Caesar in 75 years.
Even though hundreds of books and articles have appeared, Southern's approach is to disregard all the
writing about politics, the arts and other specialized studies. Instead, she concentrates on the man himself, a
daunting task because the man originally known as Octavian carefully orchestrated the public perception of
himself. Her approach is chronological, from his family's heritage to his deathbed, when Octavian asked his
family and friends if they had enjoyed the performance. Along the way, Southern analyzes problems and
conflicts among surviving Roman sources and offers her own informed opinion as to which were more
accurate. The frail youth Octavian was hardly suited to greatness, but his ties to Julius Caesar brought him
into prominence. In the death throes of the Republic, Octavian emerged as Caesar's avenger, crushed his
chief rival, Mark Anthony, then went on to hold supreme power for 44 years. Always careful to appear that
he followed legal procedures, Octavian, Southern cogently argues, did not have a master plan to change the
Republic into an empire. He simply brought order out of chaos, improvising as he went, and held power for
so long that upon his death in A.D. 14 many of his subjects knew no other form of government. Although
Octavian could have failed many times, Southern's astute character portrait shows why he ultimately
succeeded. 30 b&w photos.
Copyright 1998 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review
'Southern's biography, Augustus is thorough ... supplies a reliable up-to-date guide through the snake
pits of Roman politics.' - Frederic Raphael, Sunday Times

'Southern deserves credit for carefully weighing the primary evidence, working through an
overwhelming amount of secondary scholarship, and producing a clear and balanced account.' - Bryn
Mawr, Classical Review

About the Author
Pat Southern studied Ancient History and Archaeology at the Universities of London and Newcastle upon
Tyne, UK, where she is the librarian for the department of archaeology. She is the author of several books
including the upcoming The Roman Empire from Severus to Constantine.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Donald Labelle:

The book Augustus (Roman Imperial Biographies) give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time.
You need to use to make your capable much more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you
getting stress or having big problem with the subject. If you can make studying a book Augustus (Roman
Imperial Biographies) for being your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your current
capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. You may know everything if you like wide
open and read a book Augustus (Roman Imperial Biographies). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that,
science book or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this guide?



Tim Andrus:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each info they get. How individuals to be
smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Reading a book
can help people out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Augustus (Roman Imperial Biographies)
book because this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred per cent
guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Cathie Moss:

The feeling that you get from Augustus (Roman Imperial Biographies) may be the more deep you excavating
the information that hide within the words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It does not mean
that this book is hard to comprehend but Augustus (Roman Imperial Biographies) giving you enjoyment
feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their point in specific way that can be understood by anyone
who read this because the author of this guide is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your
own vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style
are available. We recommend you for having this Augustus (Roman Imperial Biographies) instantly.

Buddy Beckstead:

Within this era which is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more special than
other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you have to do is just
spending your time not very much but quite enough to possess a look at some books. Among the books in the
top record in your reading list is definitely Augustus (Roman Imperial Biographies). This book which is
qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in turning out to be precious person. By looking up and
review this e-book you can get many advantages.
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