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John Boswell’ s National Book Award-winning study of the history of attitudes
toward homosexuality in the early Christian West was a groundbreaking work
that challenged preconceptions about the Church’s past relationship to its gay
members—among them priests, bishops, and even saints—when it was first
published thirty-five years ago. The historical breadth of Boswell’ s research
(from the Greeks to Aquinas) and the variety of sources consulted make this one
of the most extensive treatments of any single aspect of Western social history.

Now in this thirty-fifth anniversary edition with a new foreword by leading queer
and religious studies scholar Mark D. Jordan, Christianity, Social Tolerance, and
Homosexuality is still fiercely relevant. Thislandmark book helped form the
disciplines of gay and gender studies, and it continues to illuminate the origins
and operations of intolerance as a social force.
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early Christian West was a groundbreaking work that challenged preconceptions about the Church’s past
relationship to its gay members—among them priests, bishops, and even saints—when it was first published
thirty-five years ago. The historical breadth of Boswell’ s research (from the Greeks to Aquinas) and the
variety of sources consulted make this one of the most extensive treatments of any single aspect of Western
social history.

Now in this thirty-fifth anniversary edition with a new foreword by leading queer and religious studies
scholar Mark D. Jordan, Christianity, Social Tolerance, and Homosexuality is still fiercely relevant. This
landmark book helped form the disciplines of gay and gender studies, and it continuesto illuminate the
origins and operations of intolerance as a social force.
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Editorial Review
Review

“Truly groundbreaking work. Boswell reveals unexplored phenomena with an unfailing erudition.”
(Michel Foucault)

“1 would not hesitate to call his book revolutionary for it tells of things heretofore unimagined and sets a
standard of excellence that one would have thought impossible in the treatment of an issue so large,
uncharted and vexed. . . . Boswell has mastered one of the rarest skills: the ability to write about sex with
genuine wit. Improbably as it might seem, thiswork of unrelenting scholarship and high intellectual dramais
also thoroughly entertaining.”

(New York Times Book Review)

"What makes this work so exciting is not ssmply its content—fascinating though that is—but its
revolutionary challenge to some of Western culture's most familiar moral assumptions.”
(Newsweek)

“One day, when al churches accept the presence and achievements of gay people with approbation instead
of denial or disapproval, Boswell will in no small way be responsible.”
(Gay & Leshian Review)

About the Author

John Boswell (1947-94) was the A. Whitney Griswold Professor of History at Yale University and the
author of The Royal Treasure, The Kindness of Srangers, and Same-Sex Unions in Premodern Europe.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Lori McDonald:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive today, people
have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and
notice through surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated that for awhileis
reading. Y es, by reading a publication your ability to survive enhance then having chance to remain than
other is high. For yourself who want to start reading a book, we give you this kind of Christianity, Social
Tolerance, and Homosexuality: Gay People in Western Europe from the Beginning of the Christian Erato
the Fourteenth Century book as starter and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is usually more
than just a book.

David Dabbs:

Spent afree the perfect time to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their down time with their



family, or their friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic
in the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you fedl it? Would you like to something different to
fill your own free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book can be option to fill your free of charge
time/ holiday. Thefirst thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to
try out look for book, may be the e-book untitled Christianity, Social Tolerance, and Homosexuality: Gay
People in Western Europe from the Beginning of the Christian Erato the Fourteenth Century can be fine
book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Jane Rippeon:

The reason? Because this Christianity, Social Tolerance, and Homosexuality: Gay People in Western Europe
from the Beginning of the Christian Erato the Fourteenth Century is an unordinary book that the inside of
the publication waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will jolt you with the secret the item inside.
Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who write the book in such incredible way makes the
content inside of easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning completely. So, it
isgood for you for not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This excellent book will
give you alot of rewards than the other book have such as help improving your expertise and your critical
thinking method. So , still want to postpone having that book? If | were you | will go to the reserve store
hurriedly.

Rachel Cady:

Y ou can obtain this Christianity, Social Tolerance, and Homosexuality: Gay People in Western Europe from
the Beginning of the Christian Erato the Fourteenth Century by visit the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or
reviewing it might to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are
various. Not only by means of written or printed but additionally can you enjoy this book by simply e-book.
In the modern erajust like now, you just looking from your mobile phone and searching what your problem.
Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about your e-book. It is most important to
arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.
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