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Praise for Five Golden Rules

"Casti is one of the great science writers of the 1990s. . . . If you'd like to have
fun while giving your brain afirst-class workout, then check this book out."-
Keay Davidson in the San Francisco Examiner.

"Five Golden Rulesis caviar for the inquiring reader. . . . Thereisjoy herein
watching the unfolding of these intricate and beautiful techniques. Casti's gift is
to be able to et the nonmathematical reader share in his understanding of the
beauty of a good theory." -Christian Science Monitor.

"Merely knowing about the existence of some of these golden rules may spark
new, interesting-maybe revolutionary-ideas in your mind." -Robert Matthewsin
New Scientist (United Kingdom).

"This book has meat! It is solid fare, food for thought. Five Golden Rules makes
math less forbidding and much more interesting." -Ben Bovain the Hartford
Courant

"With this groundbreaking work, John Casti shows himself to be a great
mathematics writer. Five Golden Rulesis afeast of rare new delights all made
perfectly comprehensible." -Rudy Rucker, author of The Fourth Dimension.

"With the lucid informality for which he has become known, John Casti has
written an engaging and articul ate examination of five great mathematical
theorems and their myriad applications.” -John Allen Paulos, author of A

M athematician Reads the Newspaper.
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Praise for Five Golden Rules

"Casti is one of the great science writers of the 1990s. . . . If you'd like to have fun while giving your brain a
first-class workout, then check this book out."-Keay Davidson in the San Francisco Examiner.

"Five Golden Rulesis caviar for the inquiring reader. . . . Thereisjoy here in watching the unfolding of these
intricate and beautiful techniques. Casti's gift is to be able to let the nonmathematical reader share in his
understanding of the beauty of a good theory." -Christian Science Monitor.

"Merely knowing about the existence of some of these golden rules may spark new, interesting-maybe
revolutionary-ideas in your mind." -Robert Matthewsin New Scientist (United Kingdom).

"Thisbook has meat! It is solid fare, food for thought. Five Golden Rules makes math less forbidding and
much more interesting." -Ben Bova in the Hartford Courant

"With this groundbreaking work, John Casti shows himself to be a great mathematics writer. Five Golden
Rulesisafeast of rare new delights all made perfectly comprehensible." -Rudy Rucker, author of The Fourth
Dimension.

"With the lucid informality for which he has become known, John Casti has written an engaging and
articulate examination of five great mathematical theorems and their myriad applications." -John Allen
Paul os, author of A Mathematician Reads the Newspaper.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review

What do mathematicians do all day, and why in the world should we care? Science writer John L. Casti
approaches these questions with characteristic flair in Five Golden Rules, a short work explaining five
important 20th-century mathematical theories and their importance in our daily lives. The reader is left with
anew appreciation for the men and women who are paid to do little but think and convince their peers that
their thoughts are important. Von Neumann's minimax theorem, crucia for modern economics and military
strategy, isfirst up, and Casti expresses its simple elegance in terms that even those with the rustiest high
school math can handle. Four other theories, covering topology, computing, optimization, and singularities,
get their turn, and each isawork of beauty much like the greatest poems or paintings of our time. Some of
the practical applications are surprising (who knew that geometrical analysis can tell usif ajoke will be
funny?) but more surprising still is our general ignorance of the role math playsin our lives. Though the
material gets more involved as the book progresses, elementary algebra and geometry, coupled with a
willingness to work things out before proceeding, will suffice for most readers. Casti has once again gifted us
with a clear, penetrating book covering a subject still largely uncovered. Five Golden Rules will make math
real even to the most hardened number-phobe. --Rob Lightner

From Library Journal

Most people have a very poor idea of what mathematicians do, since in school they are exposed only to
centuries-old material. Casti (Complexification, HarperCollins, 1994) has written an excellent exposition of
five of the most interesting mathematical theories of the 20th century that are still undergoing significant
study. He discusses the mathematicians who discovered each theorem and explains how these theories are
applied to real problems. Thiswork is not for everyone; it is aimed at the nonmathematician willing to invest
some time and effort to learn about modern mathematics. The serious reader will find it worth the effort; the
chapter on "Theory of Communication” isin itself sufficient to recommend the purchase of the book.?Harold
D. Shane, Baruch Coll., CUNY

Copyright 1995 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From the Publisher

An accessible and engaging treatment of the world's greatest mathematical theorems. Devoted to one
theorem, each chapter introduces the mathematicians who created the theorem and the history of math at that
time. Explains, in simple terms, what the theorem says and how it was proved. Numerous diagrams, cartoons
and examplesillustrate how the theorem works and bring the math to life.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
GaleKizer:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? That's why, you
can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take ago
walking, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open as well as read a book entitled Five Golden Rules:
Great Theories of 20th-Century Mathematics--and Why They Matter? Maybe it is for being best activity for
you. Y ou understand beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can wiser than



before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have various other opinion?

Susan M etcalf:

This Five Golden Rules: Great Theories of 20th-Century Mathematics--and Why They Matter usually are
reliable for you who want to be considered a successful person, why. The reason of this Five Golden Rules:
Great Theories of 20th-Century Mathematics--and Why They Matter can be among the great books you must
haveis actually giving you more than just simple examining food but feed anyone with information that
perhaps will shock your previous knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it all over the
place and whenever your conditions throughout the e-book and printed versions. Beside that this Five
Golden Rules: Great Theories of 20th-Century Mathematics--and Why They Matter forcing you to have an
enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you tria run of critical thinking that we know it
useful in your day exercise. So, let's haveit and revel in reading.

Patrick Perkins:

A lot of people aways spent their very own free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them
friends and family or their friend. Were you aware? Many alot of people spent they free time just watching
TV, or even playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity that islook different
you can read the book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can
spent 24 hours a day to reading a book. The book Five Golden Rules: Great Theories of 20th-Century
Mathematics--and Why They Matter it is rather good to read. There are alot of those who recommended this
book. These folks were enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough space to bring this book
you can buy the particular e-book. Y ou can mOore easily to read this book through your smart phone. The
priceisnot to fund but this book features high quality.

Johnny Relyea:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This book Five Golden Rules: Great Theories of 20th-Century
Mathematics--and Why They Matter was colorful and of course has pictures around. Aswe know that book
Five Golden Rules: Great Theories of 20th-Century Mathematics--and Why They Matter has many kinds or
type. Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and believe you are
the character on there. So, not at al of book usually are make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun
and unwind. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading that will.
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