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Ahmad ibn Tulun (835-84), the son of a Turkic slave in the Abbasid court of
Baghdad, became the founder of the first independent state in Egypt since
antiquity, and builder of Egypt's short-lived third capital of the Islamic era, al-
Qata'i' and its great congregational mosque. After recounting the story of Ibn
Tulun and his successors, architectural historian Tarek Swelim presents a
topographic survey of al-Qata'i', a city lost since its complete destruction in 905.
He then provides a detailed architectural analysis of the Mosque of Ibn Tulun,
which was spared the destruction and is now the oldest surviving mosque in
Egypt and Africa, from the time of its completion until today. Rare archival
illustrations and early photographs document the changing appearance and uses
of the mosque in modern times, while extraordinary 3D computer renderings take
us back in time to recreate its architectural development through its early
centuries. Plans, drawings, and maps complement the history, while striking
modern color photographs showcase the elegant simplicity of the building's
architecture and decoration.
This definitive and generously illustrated book will appeal to scholars and
students of Islamic art history, as well as to anyone interested in or inspired by
the beauty of early mosque architecture.
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Ahmad ibn Tulun (835-84), the son of a Turkic slave in the Abbasid court of Baghdad, became the founder
of the first independent state in Egypt since antiquity, and builder of Egypt's short-lived third capital of the
Islamic era, al-Qata'i' and its great congregational mosque. After recounting the story of Ibn Tulun and his
successors, architectural historian Tarek Swelim presents a topographic survey of al-Qata'i', a city lost since
its complete destruction in 905. He then provides a detailed architectural analysis of the Mosque of Ibn
Tulun, which was spared the destruction and is now the oldest surviving mosque in Egypt and Africa, from
the time of its completion until today. Rare archival illustrations and early photographs document the
changing appearance and uses of the mosque in modern times, while extraordinary 3D computer renderings
take us back in time to recreate its architectural development through its early centuries. Plans, drawings, and
maps complement the history, while striking modern color photographs showcase the elegant simplicity of
the building's architecture and decoration.
This definitive and generously illustrated book will appeal to scholars and students of Islamic art history, as
well as to anyone interested in or inspired by the beauty of early mosque architecture.
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Editorial Review

Review

"The Mosque of Ibn Tulun in Cairo (876-79) is not only the most complete Abbasid-style mosque to survive
anywhere but also one of the very few mosques Westerners can still visit. Mentioned in every survey of
Islamic architecture, the mosque has never received due treatment . . . generously illustrated with 19th-
century and newly commissioned photographs, 3-D reconstructions, and evocative drawings. In the first of
the book's two parts, the author puts the mosque in its historical and urban contexts; in the second part he
meticulously describes the building and its parts, indicating how it changed over time as it was used not only
for worship but also to house pilgrims and the poor. Commendably--and unusually--the author takes the
story right up to the present, showing how the "authentic" mosque that tourists see today is really the product
of decades of repeated renovations and restorations."--Choice

About the Author

Tarek Swelim obtained his Ph.D. in Islamic art and architecture from Harvard in 1994. He leads and lectures
to American tour groups from prestigious institutions throughout Egypt, the Middle East, and North Africa,
and he is the author or co-author of a number of publications on Cairo's Islamic and Roman architecture. He
has taught at the American University in Cairo and Ain Shams University and is currently associate
professor of Islamic art and architecture at the Qatar Faculty of Islamic Studies of the Hamad Bin Khalifa
University in Doha, Qatar.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jonathan Scott:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
That's why, you can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their very own
spare time to take a wander, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open as well as read a book
titled Ibn Tulun: His Lost City and Great Mosque? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You realize
beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with it
has the opinion or you have some other opinion?

Robert Nguyen:

The book Ibn Tulun: His Lost City and Great Mosque make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You can use
to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you getting stress or having
big problem with the subject. If you can make examining a book Ibn Tulun: His Lost City and Great Mosque
to be your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your
knowledge about a few or all subjects. You could know everything if you like wide open and read a



publication Ibn Tulun: His Lost City and Great Mosque. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science
book or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this publication?

Kimberly Towe:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside using friends, fun activity together with family or
just watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by reading through a
book. Ugh, ya think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It
okay you can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Ibn Tulun: His Lost
City and Great Mosque which is getting the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's find.

Henry Stanton:

Is it anyone who having spare time then spend it whole day through watching television programs or just
resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Ibn Tulun: His Lost City and Great Mosque
can be the reply, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your extra
time by reading in this fresh era is common not a geek activity. So what these guides have than the others?
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