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How do once bitter enemies move beyond entrenched rivalry at the diplomatic
level? In one of the first attempts to apply practice theory to the study of
International Relations, Vincent Pouliot builds on Pierre Bourdieu's sociology to
devise a theory of practice of security communities and applies it to post-Cold
War security relations between NATO and Russia. Based on dozens of
interviews and a thorough analysis of recent history, Pouliot demonstrates that
diplomacy has become a normal, though not a self-evident, practice between the
two former enemies. He argues that this limited pacification is due to the intense
symbolic power struggles that have plagued the relationship ever since NATO
began its process of enlargement at the geographical and functional levels. So
long as Russia and NATO do not cast each other in the roles that they actually
play together, security community development is bound to remain limited.
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security relations between NATO and Russia. Based on dozens of interviews and a thorough analysis of
recent history, Pouliot demonstrates that diplomacy has become a normal, though not a self-evident, practice
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Editorial Review

Review
"Every decade, an International Relations book comes along that leaves a profound and lasting mark on the
discipline. International Security in Practice suggests a paradigmatic new 'logic of practicality,' a
methodological approach for empirically studying practices, and an innovative theory of practice of security
communities. It also shows lucidly and effectively why NATO and Russia failed to constitute a security
community after the Cold War, what was NATO's role in such failure, and what can still be practically done
to 'seduce' Russia back into the communitarian mode of pursuing security. This brilliant book pushes the
boundaries of IR theory forward - read it!"
Emanuel Adler, Andrea and Charles Bronfman Chair of Israeli Studies, University of Toronto

"Instead of abstract speculation, Vincent Pouliot delivers hands-on analysis. This fully-fledged Bourdieusian
practice analysis is a significant contribution towards making International Relations a truly -social- science.
Should be the next big thing in constructivist IR."
Iver B. Neumann, Director of Research, Norwegian Institute of International Affairs and Professor of
Russian Studies, Oslo University

About the Author
Vincent Pouliot is Assistant Professor in the Department of Political Science at McGill University, Montréal.
His PhD, on which this book is based, was awarded the 2009 Vincent Lemieux Prize by the Canadian
Political Science Association.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Sophia Whitfield:

Book is definitely written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can understand everything you want by
a book. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important factor to bring us around the
world. Beside that you can your reading talent was fluently. A book International Security in Practice: The
Politics of NATO-Russia Diplomacy (Cambridge Studies in International Relations) will make you to always
be smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can know about almost everything. But some of you think
in which open or reading a book make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they may be
thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or appropriate book with you?

Gavin Wilkins:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. As we know
that book is very important usually. The book International Security in Practice: The Politics of NATO-
Russia Diplomacy (Cambridge Studies in International Relations) has been making you to know about other
information and of course you can take more information. It is rather advantages for you. The reserve
International Security in Practice: The Politics of NATO-Russia Diplomacy (Cambridge Studies in
International Relations) is not only giving you a lot more new information but also for being your friend



when you really feel bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your publication. Try to make
relationship together with the book International Security in Practice: The Politics of NATO-Russia
Diplomacy (Cambridge Studies in International Relations). You never really feel lose out for everything in
the event you read some books.

Curtis Miller:

This International Security in Practice: The Politics of NATO-Russia Diplomacy (Cambridge Studies in
International Relations) is great publication for you because the content and that is full of information for
you who have always deal with world and also have to make decision every minute. That book reveal it data
accurately using great arrange word or we can declare no rambling sentences included. So if you are read the
idea hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but
tricky core information with splendid delivering sentences. Having International Security in Practice: The
Politics of NATO-Russia Diplomacy (Cambridge Studies in International Relations) in your hand like
finding the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no guide that offer
you world with ten or fifteen small right but this book already do that. So , this really is good reading book.
Hey there Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt in which?

Susan Peterson:

This International Security in Practice: The Politics of NATO-Russia Diplomacy (Cambridge Studies in
International Relations) is brand-new way for you who has curiosity to look for some information given it
relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you on it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you
who still having little digest in reading this International Security in Practice: The Politics of NATO-Russia
Diplomacy (Cambridge Studies in International Relations) can be the light food for yourself because the
information inside this particular book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books produce itself in the
form and that is reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in guide
form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this guide is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a book
especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for you actually. So , don't miss the
idea! Just read this e-book kind for your better life in addition to knowledge.
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