|
MITTERRAND

A STUDY IN AMBIGUITY

PHILIPASH R

Mitterrand: A Study in Ambiguity

Read Online ©

Mitterrand: A Study in Ambiguity By Philip Short

By Philip Short

A definitive biography of one of the twentieth century's most glamor ous,
complicated palitical figures.

Asapolitician and as a man, from the 1930s until his death in 1996, Francgois
Mitterrand was the incarnation of the mercuria, contrarian France which Britain
and Americafind so perennially frustrating to deal with.

A prisoner of war and an escapee, he was subsequently both decorated for his
service to the Vichy government and a servant of the Resistance; he was aright-
wing firebrand in the 1940s, a centrist in the 50s and 60s, before devoting the rest
of his career to the left. He was accused of leaking secrets to Moscow, of faking
an assassination attempt against himself, of countless other intrigues. And yet he
possessed a quality of greatness and a charismawhich left his opponentsin the
shade.

To understand Mitterrand is to understand Francein all its ambiguities and
contradictions, its cowardice and glory, its turpitudes and tragedies. Thisisalife
packed with drama.

Mitterrand was a man of great gifts and infinite shades of deviousness, an
aesthete and intellectual, a sensualist, acrook. And what Philip Short givesusis
ahuman as much as a political biography -- the life of an exceptionally talented
and exceptionally flawed man who made his career in politics by chance and
went on to become France's longest-serving head of state in a century.
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A definitive biography of one of the twentieth century's most glamor ous, complicated political figures.
Asapolitician and as a man, from the 1930s until his death in 1996, Francois Mitterrand was the incarnation
of the mercurial, contrarian France which Britain and Americafind so perennially frustrating to deal with.

A prisoner of war and an escapee, he was subsequently both decorated for his service to the Vichy
government and a servant of the Resistance; he was a right-wing firebrand in the 1940s, a centrist in the 50s
and 60s, before devoting the rest of his career to the left. He was accused of |eaking secrets to Moscow, of
faking an assassination attempt against himself, of countless other intrigues. And yet he possessed a quality
of greatness and a charisma which |eft his opponentsin the shade.

To understand Mitterrand isto understand France in all its ambiguities and contradictions, its cowardice and
glory, itsturpitudes and tragedies. Thisis alife packed with drama.

Mitterrand was a man of great gifts and infinite shades of deviousness, an aesthete and intellectual, a
sensualist, acrook. And what Philip Short gives usis a human as much as a political biography -- the life of
an exceptionally talented and exceptionally flawed man who made his career in politics by chance and went
on to become France's longest-serving head of state in a century.
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Editorial Review

Review
« "[Mitterrand] remains an endlessly fascinating figure, and Philip Short tells the story expertly in this
deeply researched and marvellously readable biography." --David A. Bell, Guardian

About the Author
PHILIP SHORT isthe author of acclaimed biographies of Pol Pot and Mao Zedong. He worked for several
years as the BBC's Paris correspondent and lives in France.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Willene Choate:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for usto understand everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or even goal; it means that guide
has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They arereally
reading whatever they acquire because their hobby is actually reading a book. Why not the person who don't
like reading a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book when they found difficult problem as well
as exercise. Well, probably you will want this Mitterrand: A Study in Ambiguity.

Carol McElroy:

The reserve with title Mitterrand: A Study in Ambiguity posesses alot of information that you can discover
it. You can get alot of profit after read this book. That book exist new know-how the information that exist
in this reserve represented the condition of the world at this point. That isimportant to yo7u to be aware of
how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you throughout new era of the
globalization. Y ou can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you want.

Carol Shull:

This Mitterrand: A Study in Ambiguity is great guide for you because the content which is full of
information for you who else always deal with world and still have to make decision every minute. That
book reveal it info accurately using great arrange word or we can state no rambling sentences included. So if
you areread it hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward
sentences but challenging core information with attractive delivering sentences. Having Mitterrand: A Study
in Ambiguity in your hand like finding the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say
that no publication that offer you world within ten or fifteen tiny right but this reserve aready do that. So,
this can be good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt that?



LuisHahn:

A lot of people said that they feel bored when they reading a book. They are directly felt this when they get a
half areas of the book. Y ou can choose typically the book Mitterrand: A Study in Ambiguity to make your
personal reading isinteresting. Y our personal skill of reading proficiency is developing when you similar to
reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the feeling about book and
reading especialy. It isto be 1st opinion for you to like to wide open a book and go through it. Beside that
the reserve Mitterrand: A Study in Ambiguity can to be anewly purchased friend when you're feel aone and
confuse with what must you're doing of the time.
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