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“Both a serious work of history . . . and a marvelously readable dramatic
narrative.”—San Francisco Chronicle

On the first Sunday in December 1941, an armada of Japanese warplanes
appeared suddenly over Pearl Harbor, Hawaii, and devastated the U.S. Pacific
Fleet. Six months later, in a sea fight north of the tiny atoll of Midway, four
Japanese aircraft carriers were sent into the abyss, a blow that destroyed the
offensive power of their fleet. Pacific Crucible tells the epic tale of these first
searing months of the Pacific war, when the U.S. Navy shook off the worst defeat
in American military history and seized the strategic initiative.

This dramatic narrative, relying predominantly on eyewitness accounts and
primary sources, is laced with riveting details of heroism and sacrifice on the
stricken ships and planes of both navies. At the war’s outset, Japan’s pilots and
planes enjoyed a clear-cut superiority to their American counterparts, but there
was a price to be paid. Japanese pilots endured a lengthy and grueling training in
which they were disciplined with baseball bats, often suffering broken bones; and
the production line of the Zero— Japan’s superbly maneuverable fighter
plane—ended not at a highway or railhead but at a rice paddy, through which the
planes were then hauled on ox carts. Combat losses, of either pilots or planes,
could not be replaced in time to match the fully mobilized American war
machine.

Pacific Crucible also spotlights recent scholarship that revises our understanding
of the conflict, including the Japanese decision to provoke a war that few in their
highest circles thought they could win. Those doubters included the flamboyantly
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brilliant Admiral Isokoru Yamamoto, architect of the raid on Pearl and the
Midway offensive.

Once again, Ian W. Toll proves himself to be a simply magnificent writer. The
result here is a page-turning history that does justice to the breadth and depth of a
tremendous subject.
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“Both a serious work of history . . . and a marvelously readable dramatic narrative.”—San Francisco
Chronicle

On the first Sunday in December 1941, an armada of Japanese warplanes appeared suddenly over Pearl
Harbor, Hawaii, and devastated the U.S. Pacific Fleet. Six months later, in a sea fight north of the tiny atoll
of Midway, four Japanese aircraft carriers were sent into the abyss, a blow that destroyed the offensive
power of their fleet. Pacific Crucible tells the epic tale of these first searing months of the Pacific war, when
the U.S. Navy shook off the worst defeat in American military history and seized the strategic initiative.

This dramatic narrative, relying predominantly on eyewitness accounts and primary sources, is laced with
riveting details of heroism and sacrifice on the stricken ships and planes of both navies. At the war’s outset,
Japan’s pilots and planes enjoyed a clear-cut superiority to their American counterparts, but there was a price
to be paid. Japanese pilots endured a lengthy and grueling training in which they were disciplined with
baseball bats, often suffering broken bones; and the production line of the Zero— Japan’s superbly
maneuverable fighter plane—ended not at a highway or railhead but at a rice paddy, through which the
planes were then hauled on ox carts. Combat losses, of either pilots or planes, could not be replaced in time
to match the fully mobilized American war machine.

Pacific Crucible also spotlights recent scholarship that revises our understanding of the conflict, including
the Japanese decision to provoke a war that few in their highest circles thought they could win. Those
doubters included the flamboyantly brilliant Admiral Isokoru Yamamoto, architect of the raid on Pearl and
the Midway offensive.

Once again, Ian W. Toll proves himself to be a simply magnificent writer. The result here is a page-turning
history that does justice to the breadth and depth of a tremendous subject.
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Editorial Review

Review
“An entertaining, impressively researched chronicle of the tense period between the bombing of Pearl Harbor
and American victory at the battle of Midway.” (Kirkus)

“The research is thorough, the writing clear, and the narrative flow exemplary...it is difficult to think of a
recent book on this subject that is of such consistently outstanding value.” (Booklist)

“Well documented?albeit from previously published materials?and well written. Experienced World War II
history buffs may bypass if they feel no need to read another retelling of this phase of the Pacific War, but
nonspecialists and general readers will want to consider it.” (LibraryJournal.com)

About the Author
Ian W. Toll is the author of Pacific Crucible and Six Frigates, winner of the Samuel Eliot Morison Award
and the William E. Colby Award. He lives in San Francisco and New York.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Gilbert Johnson:

The book Pacific Crucible: War at Sea in the Pacific, 1941-1942: War at Sea in the Pacific, 1941–1942 make
one feel enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can for
being your best friend when you getting anxiety or having big problem with your subject. If you can make
studying a book Pacific Crucible: War at Sea in the Pacific, 1941-1942: War at Sea in the Pacific,
1941–1942 being your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your
knowledge about a few or all subjects. You could know everything if you like available and read a e-book
Pacific Crucible: War at Sea in the Pacific, 1941-1942: War at Sea in the Pacific, 1941–1942. Kinds of book
are several. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this
reserve?

Ned Aguayo:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading
book and so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new
facts. When you read a e-book you will get new information because book is one of many ways to share the
information as well as their idea. Second, looking at a book will make a person more imaginative. When you
examining a book especially fictional works book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the
figures do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to others. When you read this Pacific
Crucible: War at Sea in the Pacific, 1941-1942: War at Sea in the Pacific, 1941–1942, you could tells your
family, friends in addition to soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them
reading a guide.



Dale Burt:

The publication with title Pacific Crucible: War at Sea in the Pacific, 1941-1942: War at Sea in the Pacific,
1941–1942 has a lot of information that you can study it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This
specific book exist new expertise the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the
world at this point. That is important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This kind of
book will bring you in new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can
read the idea anywhere you want.

Dennis Haney:

The particular book Pacific Crucible: War at Sea in the Pacific, 1941-1942: War at Sea in the Pacific,
1941–1942 has a lot of information on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of
benefit. The book was authored by the very famous author. Tom makes some research ahead of write this
book. That book very easy to read you will get the point easily after reading this book.
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